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ANNEX 1 
 
Glossary 
Agricultural chemicals – artificial plant-protection fertilizers used to increase soil fertility 
Widespread chemicals - soaps, detergents, cosmetics and perfumes 
Industrial chemicals – chemical substances used in the production of other substances 
License – a document issued by a ministry or another governmental agency to grant competence to 
persons or organisations for a strictly defined activity over a period of several years 
Permit – a document issued by a ministry for import, export or use of strictly defined chemical 
substances on the basis of declared quantities, materials data safety lists, and quality certificates 
effective for up to several months 
Plant protection chemicals (including pesticides) – active substances and preparations containing 
one or several active substances that are delivered to the users for the following purposes: to protect 
plants and plant products against all pests, or prevent the impacts of all pests, unless these 
chemicals or preparations are not defined otherwise below; to influence the vital processes of 
plants, as far as no nutrition (or growth control) substances are not concerned; to ensure the storage 
of plant products, where these chemicals or preparations are not subject to other preservatives-
related legislation; to destroy unwanted plants; to destroy parts of plants, to stop or to prevent 
unwanted development of plants; to cause the same reaction in individuals causing changes to their 
physiological reactions (pheromones) 
Mineral fertilizers – substances, including minerals, specially produced in industries by chemical 
processes and containing nutritious elements needed by plants for development. 
Pollution prevention – a range of activities concomitant to the production, import, export, and use 
of chemical substances and guaranteeing their environmental soundness. 
Production – designing and operating of technologies and equipment resulting in the production of 
one or more chemical substances 
Environmental risk assessment – systematic study to prove that a chemical substance meets 
certain environmental protection requirements at each stage of its life cycle. 
Health risk – the probability of occurrence of the harmful potential during use and/or exposure. 
Reduction of risk – an activity or a set of activities reducing the possible negative effects on 
human health and on the environment. 
Rural area – an urban centre whose status is defined by the country’s legislation 
Town area – an urban centre whose status is defined by the country’s legislation 
Trading – the process of import, export, and distribution of chemical substances 
Waste – a substance, an object, or part of an object that has no previously identified direct 
application or which its owner wants to, or must, dispose of. 
Production waste – waste resulting from industrial, artisan, or service activity of natural and legal 
persons. 
Hazardous waste – waste whose composition, quantity, and properties pose human-health and 
environmental risks, determined as hazardous by the Basel Convention on the Control of 
Transboundary Movement of Hazardous Waste and their Neutralization. 
POP - persistent organic pollutant, as defined in the Stockholm Convention. 
EC - European Commission 
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EEA – European Environmental Agency. 
EU - European Union 
CEFIC – European Chemical Industry Council 
MoEW – Ministry of Environment and Water 
MoAF – Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry 
MoLSP – Ministry of Labour and Social Policy 
MoTC – Ministry of Transport and Communications 
MoD – Ministry of Defence 
MoE – Ministry of Economy 
MoF – Ministry of Finance 
MoH – Ministry of Health 
EA BAS – Executive Agency Bulgarian Accreditation Service 
NIS - National Institute of Statistics. 
RIEW – Regional Inspectorate of Environment and Water 
IHE (RIPHPC) – Institute of Hygiene and Epidemiology (Regional Inspectorate for Public Health 
Protection and Control). 
MoI – Ministry of Interior 
CPSA – Civil Protection State Agency 
NRA - Nuclear Regulation Agency  
SMSA – Standardisation and Metrology State Agency 
SNCC – State National Construction Control 
BCCI – Bulgarian Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
MoCT – Ministry of Culture and Tourism 
TP – Traffic Police 
PCPPCE – Permanent Commission for Protection of the Population during Calamities and 
Emergencies 
NCHMEN – National Centre for Hygiene, Medical Ecology, and Nutrition 
NHIC – National Health Information Centre 
NCRRP – National Centre for Radiology and Radiation Protection 
NROD – National Register of Occupational Diseases 
NHIF – National Health Insurance Fund 
NSFES – National Service for Fire and Emergency Safety 
GDC – General Directorate “Customs” 
EAGLI – Executive Agency of the General Labour Inspectorate. 
NPPS – National Plant Protection Service 
NIMS – National Institute for Medicinal Substances 
MPATH – Multi-Profile Active Treatment Hospital. 
OMO – Occupational Medicine Office 
RHC – Regional Healthcare Centre 
EIA – Environmental Impact Assessment 
SCEE – Supreme Council of Environmental Experts 
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IACEE – Inter-agency Council of Environmental Experts 
IAC - Interagency Committee 
PPCA - Post-Privatisation Control Agency 
EEA – Executive Environment Agency.  
NEPF – National Environment Protection Fund at the MoEW 
NESAP – National Environmental Strategy and Action Plan  
BAS – Bulgarian Academy of Sciences 
BCC - Bulgarian Chamber of Commerce 
TPP – Thermal Power Plant 
NPP- Nuclear Power Plant 
MoEER – Ministry of Energy and Energy Resources 
BD – Basin Directorate 
HEF – Higher Education Facility 
BSECEE – Balkan Science and Education Centre of Ecology and Environment 
BCCI – Bulgarian Chamber of Chemical Industry – non-governmental organisation 
PCPPCEC – Permanent Commission for Protection of the Population during Calamities and 
Emergencies and Catastrophes 
ABEITR – Association of the Bulgarian Enterprises for International Transport and Roads 
IERS – International Emergency Response System 
B-B Cube – a reinforced concrete container for storage of hazardous substances  
DDT – Dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane – a synthetic chloro-organic insecticide of the group of 
halogen aromatic compounds. 
РАН - Polyaromatic hydrocarbons – a persistent organic pollutant. 
РCB – Polychlorinated Biphenyl – a persistent organic pollutant. 
PCDD (dioxins) – Polychlorinated Dibenzodioxins 
PCDF (furans) – Polychlorinated Dibenzofurans 
HCB – Hexachlorbenzene – a persistent organic pollutant 
IPPC – Integrated Pollution Prevention and Control 
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Executive Summary 
 
 This National Profile for Management of Chemical Substances and Preparations is an update 
of the 1997 National Profile for Management of Chemical Substances. The UN Environmental 
Programme (UNEP) funded the elaboration of the Profile within the GEF funded project 
“Development of a National Implementation Plan for Management of Persistent Organic 
Pollutants”, where Bulgaria is one of the pilot countries. 
 The main objective in the drafting of the National Profile is to identify the areas and people 
affected by the “life cycle” of chemical substances in Bulgaria. 
  The profile updates potential problems and points out the actions required for good 
management of chemical substances.  
The Objectives of the National Profile are: 
√ Collection and assessment of reliable life-cycle information (production, import, export, use 
etc.) of chemical substances, including persistent organic pollutants; 
√ Establishing of, and cooperation to improve, the conditions and the problems of legal, 
institutional, administrative and technical aspects of management of chemicals, including 
that of persistent organic pollutants; 
√ Coordination between agencies to ensure modern and adequate management of chemical 
substances and to strengthen the national system for management of chemical substances;  
√ Achieving sustainable agricultural and industrial development and a high level of 
environmental and human-health protection. 
√ Effective participation in the international process of management of chemicals; 
√ Incorporation of the chemicals-management process into personnel training and other 
specialized programmes. 
The main results expected from the elaboration of the National Profile are: 
? Strengthening the administrative and institutional capacity to make decisions on the 
management of chemicals; 
? Assisting in the prevention of environmental and health problems at the various life-cycle 
stages of chemical substances, including intentional and unintentional generation of 
persistent organic pollutants; 
? Increasing the awareness about the chemicals-related risks for the workers and for the 
public, and building of relevant national culture; 
? Improved dialogue and joint activities between ministries, institutions and non-
governmental organizations for the management of chemical substances; 
? Addressing of the issue of integrated management of chemical substances in Bulgaria’s 
financial and economic planning; 
? Building of a national system for exchange of information between ministries, industries and 
research institutes for exchange of information on the management of chemicals; 
? Identification of the areas in need of technical and financial support.  
 The National Profile for Management of Chemicals was adopted by the National 
Coordinating Committee on December 15, 2004. 
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Main Conclusions, Analyses and Comments by Chapters of the Profile 
1. Bulgaria is in the Balkan Peninsula, in the south-eastern part of Europe. Its total area is 
110994 km2. Bulgaria is a parliamentary republic. 
The gross added value by industry is 28.5%. The chemical industry is a well-developed sector of 
the national industry and accounts for 20% of the total production for 2002. 
2. From socio-economic perspective, the 1997-2001 period was the most difficult stage of 
reforms in the chemical and other related industrial branches. It was only in early 2001 that the 
decline in production in this sector was stopped.  The production trends in the period 1997-2000 
were negative, and no production growth was observed in 2000. 
The chemical industries have good standing on Bulgaria’s main export markets and provide 
intermediary and final products to the domestic and foreign markets. The export of chemicals is 
23% of the country’s overall exports. 
No pesticides that are subject to the Stockholm Convention have been produced in Bulgaria. It was 
established from the inventorying that despite the long-standing prohibitions of pesticide use, there 
are still some quantities of disused but not destroyed pesticides in storage in Bulgaria. They are kept 
in warehouses and specially designed containers. Many transformers and capacitors, and their oil, 
contain polychlorinated biphenyls. These are subject to our hazardous waste legislation.  
Dioxins, furans, polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), hexachlorobenzene (HCB) and polyaromatic 
hydrocarbons are emitted by various industrial and other combustion plants. A system has been 
introduced for their quantitative evaluation using a technique adopted in the EU. The need to 
prepare and submit reports for the Stockholm Convention requires introduction of a uniform 
register of persistent organic pollutants as required by the Stockholm Convention and its updating 
every 2 years. This requires the maintenance of a system for monitoring of such pollutants in 
Bulgaria by the Executive Environmental Agency and by the Regional Inspectorates of 
Environment and Water. 
3.  Bulgaria has a well-established monitoring system that provides constant and periodic 
information about the state of air, surface, and ground water, soils, etc. Statistical data from the 
monitoring of environmental media conducted in the recent years shows no excess of the admissible 
emission levels in Bulgaria. 
The analyses of soil, water and food quality in Bulgaria have shown that no threats exist to human 
health and to the environment, and that there are no areas where residual pesticides exceed the limit 
values. 
Industries are the only factor in the creation of “environmental hot spots ". Studies have shown 
that there is lasting reduction in the “hot spots” of the concentration in air of lead, sulphur 
dioxide, and ammonia. Dioxins, furans, polychlorinated biphenyls, hexachlorobenzene and 
polyaromatic hydrocarbons are emitted by various industrial and other combustion plants. 
The industries took active part in the negotiations on Chapter 22, including the negotiations of the 
transit periods during which investments will be provided to bring industrial production in 
conformity with the up-to-date environmental requirements. Guidelines and instructions have been 
developed in aid of the industries such as the best available techniques guidebook and other 
materials that will be of practical use. 
The disposed hazardous waste containing persistent organic pollutants are a potential risk for 
environmental pollution. The persistent organic pollutants-pesticides in storage (warehouses or BB 
cubes) represent a potential risk for various activities in certain areas in Bulgaria. This means that 
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the National Implementation Plan under the Stockholm Convention should make provisions for 
adequate action and that these actions should be carried out.  
As a competent authority of the state, the MoEW should apply a licensing schedule existing plants 
and for construction of new facilities to ensure gradual reduction, neutralization and destruction of 
persistent organic pollutants that includes: 
 treatment of persistent organic pollutants and their packaging in existing warehouses for 
obsolete pesticides; 
 treatment of polluted sites in pesticide warehouses; 
 containers with pesticides and storage sites for such containers; 
 treatment of capacitor and transformer oils. 
At the same time, the MoEW should offer a schedule for the companies who are unintentional 
generators of persistent organic pollutants to elaborate and implement emission minimization 
programmes. These programs should be part of the integrated permit applications and in the 
environmental impact statements. 
The monitoring and reporting for persistent organic pollutants should be carried out by means of 
inspections, analyses, information cards and registers that provide information and registration 
about the following: 
 The condition of pesticide warehouses and containers to prevent their entry into the 
environment; 
 Maintenance of a registry of quantities and location of persistent organic pollutants in Bulgaria, 
and of the facilities for their treatment; 
 A register of the qualitative and quantitative control of POP imports and exports for treatment 
and destruction; 
 A register of unintentionally generated persistent organic pollutants; 
 The content of POPs in food, products, water, air, and in soil in selected regions with potential 
likelihood of accumulation.  
4.  The current legislation has already been harmonized with the European legislation and the 
enactment of the regulations under the Law on Protection from the Harmful Impact of Chemical 
substances and Preparations has been the beginning of practical implementation in Bulgaria of the 
European legislation on chemicals. The process of implementation of good practices from the EU 
should be completed in 2007 when Bulgaria is expected to become a full member of the European 
Union. Transposition of the environmental legislation was the main pre-requisite for the closing of 
Chapter 22, “Environment”, during the negotiations with the European Union on June 30, 2003. 
This transitive period of adaptation to the EU aquis has some problems as well, related mostly to 
frequent changes of the legislation, and to the introduction of various permits and registration 
regimes. 
Fulfilling the commitments under the Stockholm Convention requires extending of the Waste 
Management Act and the relevant secondary legislation such as the Regulation on the Treatment 
and Transporting of Waste Containing Polychlorinated Biphenyls and on the Requirements for 
Inventorying, Marking and Cleaning of PCB Containing Equipment. 
Both the state institutions and the production community lack personnel and financing for faster and 
successful introduction of the regulations. It would be more difficult for small and medium 
enterprises to adapt, because they feel the lack of personnel and funding more strongly. Most large-
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scale manufacturers of chemical products have compliance programmes already created and 
approved. 
A common principle has been adopted for distribution of competences between: 
 The Ministry of Health – to control substances and preparations that are harmful to human 
health or that are contained in pharmaceutical, cosmetic or chemical preparations for industrial 
or large-scale use; 
 The Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry – agrochemicals /mainly fertilizers and pesticides/;  
 The Ministry of Economy - substances, products and waste susceptible to reuse/; 
 The Ministry of Environment and Water – import or export of certain hazardous chemicals, 
notification and evaluation of risks from new chemical substances. 
5. The new environmental legislation of the Republic of Bulgaria makes clear provisions for all 
obligations of the competent authorities, and a one-stop shop has been set up at the MOEW to 
provide services and information to the citizens in strict adherence to the permitting deadlines, etc. 
The implementation of the new regulations requires training for state officials and for the managers 
and employees of the companies who manufacture and use chemicals. 
The chemicals aldrin, chlordane, dieldrin, endrin, heptachlor, hexachlorbenzene, mirex, toxaphene, 
and DDT are not manufactured in Bulgaria and their use is prohibited. 
Certain quantities of obsolete warehoused pesticides exist. An Inter-Agency Committee of Experts 
was set up in 1999 to manage the safe storage of obsolete pesticides. 
6.  The following findings, conclusions, and recommendations can be inferred from this 
information and its comments: 
 Training of managerial staff at secondary, college and higher education levels should be 
provided for in study plans and curricula. This requires introduction of specialized lecture 
and exercise courses for these issues, and of a special study discipline and training on the 
management of chemical substances and waste. 
 Postgraduate studies of chemical managers could involve trade organizations, foundations, 
and associations practising and implementing programmes related to chemical substances. 
The MoEW should assist higher education facilities in organizing postgraduate training 
courses for specialists from Bulgaria and from the neighbouring countries on management 
of persistent organic pollutants and on the using of the best available techniques. The 
MoEW should help specialists and teachers to implement the best practices in POPs 
management, and the best available techniques. 
 Higher education facilities avail of trained personnel and a database of the global sciences 
and practice in successful management of chemical substances and waste. Teaching aids 
should be prepared in agreement with Ministry of Education and suitable training modules 
should be introduced for students at various levels regarding the specifics of the POPs 
during their life cycle.  
 Scientific research institutes and their various forms in the state and private sectors can be 
very efficient participants in: the development of new chemical substances and improvement 
of those manufactured currently; characterisation, selection, and control of imported and 
exported substances; production, processing, transport, storage and control of the waste; 
resolving of problems of raw-material and energy deficiency; risk assessment, etc. 
Regarding the persistent organic pollutants, these institutes have the potential to assess the 
human-health risks in hot spots through studying the content of persistent organic pollutants 
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in the mothers’ milk, and in the plants and animals in the hot spot areas, to establish 
accumulation or dissemination along the food chain. They can elaborate and introduce a 
method for measurement of persistent organic pollutants and for modelling of their 
distribution into the environment by the sources of emissions. These institutes can carry out 
research for improvement of the monitoring technologies and systems, and can study the 
deposition from emissions, the transformation processes, and the presence of persistent 
organic pollutants, as well as the synergy in selected ecosystems. 
 The recent new organizations known as NGOs are very diverse in scientific potential, 
equipment, and capabilities to deal with a number of problems, including the management 
of chemical substances and waste. Their experience so far has shown that a significant 
number of the NGOs are capable of dealing with large-scale problems of national and 
international significance. 
To use NGOs more efficiently in the resolving of various problems, including management of 
chemical substances and waste requires: 
⇒ synchronising, coordination, and efficient use of the strengths of the different NGOs; 
⇒ work at various stages of the life-cycle of substances jointly with specialized non-governmental 
organizations that have information and can promote European practices in Bulgaria. 
NGOs will be significantly more efficient in the implementation of the legislation on chemical 
substances than in its drafting. They could participate in the implementation of joint projects of 
institutions and businesses to develop innovative POPs destruction technologies in priority areas, 
for which Bulgaria has the necessary capacity. 
This requires yet another preliminary proving of each NGO – identification, proof of reliability, 
promotion, coordination, synchronising, accounting, responsibility to the public and to the country’s 
interests. 
7.  The management of chemicals is one of the environmental management sectors that have 
become subject to regulation during the recent years. Many laws and regulations have been 
published to regulate the obligations of various agencies concerning:  
♦ law enforcement, including through inspections, monitoring of the markets, border control, 
risk assessment, etc.; 
♦ industrial emergencies – compliance control of industries; 
♦ waste containing polychlorinated biphenyls and triphenyls; 
♦ hazardous waste; 
♦ past pollution with waste, including obsolete pesticides; 
♦ issuance of integrated pollution prevention and control permits;  
♦ building of systems to react to emergencies involving chemical substances 
♦ control on the requirements for experiments with animals for notification for new chemical 
substances 
The main prerequisite for lasting adequate management of chemicals is to ensure equipment and 
financing for annual newsletters describing the work of all institutions involved in the proper 
management of chemicals. Secondly, good communication between all stakeholders is required.  
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There is a very urgent need for constant exchange of information on-line between specialists in the 
governmental, industrial and NGO sectors. Such exchange will enable the above agencies to 
coordinate and unify their efforts and will ensure the efficiency of their work.  
Training programmes are necessary for national and regional level officials on proper management 
of chemicals and on the relevant legislation which requires additional financing. 
8. A national computer system is required for the management of chemical substances in the 
Republic of Bulgaria that will include a database of registers already available at various 
governmental agencies. 
The collection, processing, and distribution of statistical data about chemical substances should be 
adapted to the main objectives of the policy on management of chemical substances. Secure the 
necessary equipment for maintenance of the existing registers and for provision of up-to-date 
annual information for them. 
Access to information is allowed mostly to the governmental authorities following official 
agreement and permission, with exact determination of the type and scope of information. The 
business and company information-protection procedure is described and provided for in the 
Statistics Act. Information reaches citizens in certain cases through the media or by way of 
specialized information offices in each agency, and also through the non-governmental 
organizations. Access to this information is allowed to all citizens if the data is not confidential by 
the definition of the Statistics Act. 
 
9. The technical infrastructure of Bulgaria is still incomplete and not fully adequate for the 
management of chemical substances, despite all efforts.  
The Accreditation Committee and the Appeals Committee of the Executive Agency of the 
Bulgarian Accreditation Service guarantee objective and unbiased decision making for accreditation 
and supervision. International or national accreditation of laboratories is the best way to secure the 
necessary trust in the validity of laboratory testing results. Clear criteria should be set out for the 
competence claims by accredited laboratories with regard to chemicals. One main disadvantage is 
that the protocols issued by Bulgarian accredited laboratories are not recognized on the European 
markets because we are not full members in the International Agreement yet. What is more, many 
accredited laboratories carry out more than one activity while, at the same time, there are no 
accredited laboratories for various types of production. 
According to the latest regular report of the European Commission for 2004, Bulgaria has 
introduced 83.6% of the European standards. The Executive Agency of the Bulgarian Accreditation 
Service ensures the competitive advantage of locally manufactured goods by compliance with the 
international and European quality and safety standards by encouraging their solidification on the 
Bulgarian, and international markets. 
The chemical-substance management training programmes offered in the Bulgarian universities at 
present provide very good technical competence that is required for the implementation of 
environmental conservation management programmes. To increase the competence of officials 
involved in the management of chemical substances, short-term courses and post-graduate 
prequalification for bachelor and magistrate degree holders should be intensified. 
 
10. Bulgaria ratified and signed most international conventions and agreements concerned with the 
environment and despite the difficulties of its economic transition, it has expressed its political will 
and is involved actively in the efforts of the international community to resolve regional and global 
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environmental issues. Adapting the requirements of the Stockholm, Basel and Rotterdam 
conventions will facilitate their joint implementation. 
Concerning the elaboration of systematic long-term monitoring programs, it would be well to 
integrate the national monitoring programme into international programmes (ЕМЕР, GAW, 
Integrated Monitoring) for making the results accessible for use for international agreements. 
The ratification by the Parliament through the Agreement Act for Bulgaria’s participation in the 
European Environmental Agency is an act that has made Bulgaria a full participant in the 
Community for the first time.  
The institutional framework for involvement of international donor programs to environmental 
projects has been improved. The projects elaborated so far have accelerated the process of updating 
of Bulgaria’s regulations in keeping with the requirements of the UN, and the conventions, 
directives, regulations, and decisions of the European Union. 
However, Bulgaria needs more financial, scientific, and technical aid to implement the regulations 
on management of chemical substances.  
11. The competent authorities assist the implementation of the harmonised legislation through 
interactive training programmes for experts of the state institutions, and for representatives of 
employers, trade unions, private companies, and the public. Much of the information is presented in 
electronic form, in periodical magazines, newsletters, meetings, and discussions. A National 
Council on Labour Conditions was established as a constant authority for coordination, advice and 
cooperation in the elaboration and implementation of the policy to ensure healthy and safe labour 
conditions at the national level. The following organisations were created: 
 branch councils on labour conditions comprising representatives of national and branch 
associations, unions of representative worker and employee organisations, of representative 
employer organisations, and an equal number of representatives of the relevant agencies. 
 regional, or municipal councils on labour conditions comprising representatives of existing 
regional unions or organizations of workers and employees, of employers and of an equal 
number of regional administration or local self-government representatives. 
Most of the large and medium-sized companies are ISO 9000 certified, and some are ISO 14000 
certified. This certification requires mandatory introduction of the requirements for occupational 
health and safety. 
Non-governmental organizations participate in the provision to the public and to workers of 
information about chemical substances and their impact on the environment and on human-health, 
through projects financed by state institutions, or by international organizations.  
12. The human and financial resource requirements presented by the governmental institutions 
show that the implementation of new legislation on chemical substances needs an increased number 
of personnel at the Ministry of Health and at the Civil Protection State Agency, and their branches 
throughout Bulgaria. 
At present, the state budget finances the governmental agencies. However, other financing sources 
are needed as well to stimulate the available human resources in the management of chemical 
substances. One way to achieve this is through changes in the common tax policy, allowing for 
internal financing. Also important is the creation of independent, financially secured, and well-
equipped laboratories to ensure the required controls of chemical substances. 
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Various non-governmental organizations may assist the government in its efforts to manage 
chemical substances by providing experts in many fields, such as: collection and processing of data; 
testing of various chemical substances; risk assessment; risk reduction; provision of training 
programmes for the management of chemical substances; research for ecological substitutes; 
monitoring and dissemination of important information to key employment sectors and to the 
public. 
Provision of additional financing is required for: 
 development of database management software for the import, production and export of 
chemical substances; development of software for inclusion into the Economics database of the 
National Statistics Institute of a special web page dedicated to the management of chemical 
substances in Bulgaria, and on-line dissemination and updating of this information. 
 creation of an information mechanism to establish the link and to exchange information between 
the govern mental institutions and the MoEW; 
 chemical-substance management training; 
 health and environmental risk assessment, including funds for POPs studies; 
 long-term training programmes at all levels of administration. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
Connection of the National Profile 
to the International Chemicals Management Framework 
 
The elaboration of a National Profile for Management of Chemicals and Preparations is the result of 
the recommendations by the 1992 UN Conference on Environment and Sustainable Development in 
Rio de Janeiro, Brasil. The representatives of all participating countries approved of the idea about 
environmentally sound management of chemicals, and prevention of illegal international traffic of 
toxic and hazardous substances. This idea was further developed by the participants in the 1994 
Stockholm International Conference on Chemical Safety. 
Following the recommendations of the Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical Safety, the United 
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) Governing Council decided in February 1997 that 
immediate international action should be initiated to protect human health and the environment 
through measures which will reduce and/or eliminate the emissions and discharges of an initial set 
of twelve persistent organic pollutants (POPs). The Basel Convention regulates the transboundary 
movement of hazardous waste, which may include POPs. Some POPs are covered under the 
Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals 
and Pesticides in International Trade. FAO has initiated a process to identify and manage the 
disposal of obsolete stocks of pesticides, including POPs.  
In order to gain a better understanding of the damage and threats posed by the persistent organic 
pollutants in various regions, a GEF financed project entitled ”Regionally-based Assessment of 
Persistent Toxic Substances” was initiated in September 2000 by UNEP. Bulgaria is one of the core 
pilot countries under this project. 
 
National objectives and expected benefits from the National Profile 
The elaboration of the National Profile is expected to cover activities that will be prepared by 
Bulgaria as part of the international community and in response to the commitments under the 
Stockholm Convention on POPs by means of: 
• Collection of reliable life-cycle information (production, import, export, use etc.) of chemical 
substances, including persistent organic pollutants; 
• Establishing the conditions and the problems of legal, institutional, administrative and technical 
aspects of management of chemicals, including that of persistent organic pollutants; 
• Coordination between various agencies to ensure modern adequate management of chemical 
substances; 
• Achieving sustainable agricultural and industrial development and a high level of 
environmental and human-health protection. 
• Strengthening the administrative and institutional capacity to make decisions on the 
management of chemicals; 
• Assisting in the prevention of environmental and health problems at the various life-cycle 
stages of chemical substances, including intentional and unintentional generation of persistent 
organic pollutants; 
• Increasing the awareness about the chemicals-related risks for the workers and for the public, 
and building of relevant national culture; 
• Improved dialogue and joint activities between ministries, institutions and non-governmental 
organizations for the management of chemicals; 
• Building of a national system for exchange of information between ministries, industries and 
research institutes for the management of chemicals and preparations; 
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Elaboration of the National Profile for Management of Chemicals 
 
The National Profile for Management of Chemicals was developed as a first step of the project for 
Development of a National Implementation Plan for Management of Persistent Organic Pollutants. 
It is an update of the 1997 National Profile for Management of Chemicals in Bulgaria.  The 
Ministry of Environment and Water initiated its elaboration. The financial assistance for the work 
was provided by the UN Environmental Programme under Project IMIS No. GF/2732-02-
4454, PAS No. GF/4030-02-72 of the Ministry of Environment and Water. 
The Profile was prepared between February 2003 and October 2004. The following UNITAR 
guidelines were used: 
• Preparing a National Profile to Assess the National Infrastructure for Management of 
Chemicals, a Guidance Document, UNITAR, IOMC 
• Preparing/Updating a National Profile as part of a Stockholm Convention National 
Implementation Plan, Companion Guidance Note, UNITAR, IOMC, 2002 
The information and consulting assistance by UNITAR was crucial in the making of the final 
National Profile. 
The following four working groups were established on March 10, 2003 for the elaboration of the 
Profile: 
? A working group for collection of data on production and use; and environmental impacts of 
the chemicals, and this group was in charge of writing up Chapters 1, 2, 3. 
? A working group for the current regulatory framework in the Republic of Bulgaria, entrusted 
with the writing up of Chapters 4, 8. 
? A working group on international relations and inter-agency coordination entrusted with the 
writing up of Chapters 5, 7, 10, and 12. 
? A working group for the non-governmental, scientific and research organizations and technical 
infrastructure, entrusted with the writing up of Chapters 6, 9, and 11. 
It was decided that the established working groups should collect and process existing information 
and will coordinate through the group coordinators. The objectives and the scope of further work 
for the groups were laid down, and depending on their competences and responsibilities, the groups 
produced the following: 
• Work plans for each group; 
• Evaluation and analysis of updated information; 
• A draft final National Profile submitted for revision to the National Steering Committee. 
The complexity and diversity of the tasks required inclusion of external consultants. This paper is a 
synthesis of the efforts of many specialists from various organizations and without doubt, it will 
help to clarify the current system for Management of Chemicals in the Republic of Bulgaria. 
The National Steering Committee, approved with an order by the Minister of Environment and 
Water has reviewed and adopted a preliminary National Profile for Management of Chemicals on 
30.09.2003. 
Information, updated after the completion of the inventorying of persistent organic pollutants, was 
entered into the Profile. The final Profile considers also the consultancies with experts from 
UNITAR.  
The National Profile for Management of Chemicals was adopted by the National Steering 
Committee on December 15, 2004. 
 
• Implemented by: The Ministry of Environment and Water, Sofia 1000, 67 W. Gladstone St. 
• Project Manager: Manoela Georgieva – Deputy Minister of Environment and Water;  
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• National project coordinator – Prof. G. Antov, PhD, DMSc.,  Ministry of Environment and 
Water –, Sofia 1000, 67 W. Gladstone Str., phone +3592-940-62-61; Е-mail: antov@moew.government.bg;   
• Project subcontractor: Balkan Science and Education Centre of Ecology and Environment – 
Prof. Iv. Dombalov, Director, Sofia 1756, 10 Kl. Ohridski blvd., phone/fax: +3592-68-12-70; 
E-mail: dombalov@uctm.edu. 
 
Involvement of Ministries and Organisations in the Elaboration 
of the Management of Chemicals 
 
Experts from the following organizations took part in the updating of the 1997 National Profile for 
Management of Chemicals: 
√ Ministry of Environment and Water 
√ Ministry of Health; 
√ Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry;  
√ Ministry of Foreign Affairs; 
√ Ministry of Interior; 
√ Ministry of Economy; 
√ Ministry of Transport and Communications; 
√ Ministry of Labour and Social Policy; 
√ Ministry of Finance; 
√ Balkan Science and Education Centre of Ecology and Environment; 
√ Civil Defence State Agency; 
√ Executive Environment Agency; 
√ National Centre for Hygiene, Medical Ecology and Nutrition; 
√ National Plant Protection Service; 
√ National Veterinary and Medical Service; 
√ Bulgarian Academy of Sciences; 
√ Bulgarian Chamber of Commerce, “Clean Industry” Centre; 
√ Bulgarian Chamber of the Chemical Industry; 
√ Union of Chemists in Bulgaria; 
√ University of Chemical Technology and Metallurgy – Sofia; 
√ University of Forestry, Sofia; 
√ Ecotech Consult – JSC; 
√  “Protect the Women” Association; 
√ Environmental Association “For the Earth”. 
 
The names and addresses of the main persons and organizations are listed in Annex 3.  
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ANNEX 3 
 
Names and Addresses of the Main Persons and Organisations 
 
Name Position Organisation and address Phone Fax E-mail 
Georgieva  
Manoela 
Deputy Minister, 
MOEW 
Bulgaria, Sofia 1000 
67, W. Gladstone Str. 
Ministry of Environment 
and Water 
03592 
9875318 
9814982 
georgieva@moew.government.bg 
 
Antov 
Georgi 
Professor, Doctor of 
Medicine 
National Coordinator 
Bulgaria, Sofia 1000 
67, W. Gladstone Str. 
Ministry of Environment 
and Water 
03592-
9406261 
antov@moew.government.bg 
 
Vasileva Katia Senior Expert, 
Department 
” Operating Control 
and Management of 
Hazardous Chemical 
Substances” 
Bulgaria, Sofia 1000 
67, W. Gladstone Str. 
Ministry of Environment 
and Water 
03592- 
9406026 
kvasileva@moew.government.bg 
 
Krapcheva 
Svetla 
Department Chief 
”Operating Control 
and Management of 
Hazardous Chemical 
Substances” 
Bulgaria, Sofia 1000 
67, W. Gladstone St 
Ministry of Environment 
and Water 
03592-
9406289 
kraps@moew.government.bg 
 
Dimcheva 
Tsvetanka 
Senior Expert, 
Department 
”Operating Control 
and Management of 
Hazardous Chemical 
Substances” 
Bulgaria, Sofia 1000 
67, W. Gladstone Str. 
Ministry of Environment 
and Water 
03592- 
9406261 
dimcheva@moew.government.bg 
 
Luleva 
Parvoleta 
Junior Expert, 
department 
”Operating Control 
and Management of 
Hazardous Chemical 
Substances” 
Bulgaria, Sofia 1000 
67, W. Gladstone Str. 
Ministry of Environment 
and Water 
03592- 
9406021 
puleva@moew.government.bg 
 
Nedialkova 
Vesela 
Junior Expert, 
department 
”Operating Control 
and Management of 
Hazardous Chemical 
Substances” 
Bulgaria, Sofia 1000 
67, W. Gladstone Str. 
Ministry of Environment 
and Water 
03592-
9406236 
vesyn@moew.government.bg 
 
Ninova 
Maria 
Junior Expert, 
Department”Manage
ment of Industrial and 
Hazardous Waste” 
Bulgaria, Sofia 1000 
22, Marial Luisa Blvd 
Ministry of Environment 
and Water 
03592- 
9406639; 
9406530 
marni@moew.government.bg 
 
Todorova 
Ivanka 
Department Chief 
”Monitoring of Land, 
Biodiversity and 
Protected Areas” 
Bulgaria, Sofia, 
135 Tzar Boris III Blvd. 
Executive Environment 
Agency 
03592-
9559812 
todorova@nfp-bg.eionet.eu.int 
 
Vuchkova 
Kapka 
State Expert Bulgaria, Sofia 1000 
2 Al. Zhendov St. 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
03592-
9482633 
kvuchkova@mfa.government.bg 
 
National Profile for the Management of Chemical Substances and Preparations in the Republic of Bulgaria 
 
 Annex 3 – page 2
Name Position Organisation and address Phone Fax E-mail 
Petkova 
Kalina 
Expert Bulgaria, Sofia 1051 
2 , Triaditsa Str. 
Ministry of Labour and 
Social Policy 
03592-
9872780 
petkova@mlsp.government.bg 
 
Popova Iliana Expert, 
Doctor 
Bulgaria, Sofia 1000 
39, Al. Stamboliski Blvd. 
Ministry of Health 
03592-
9301214 
ipopova@mh.government.bg 
 
Dombalov 
Ivan 
Professor, Doctor, 
Chemistry engineer, 
Leader of the Work 
Team for the National 
POPs Management 
Plan 
Bulgaria, Sofia 1756,  
10, Kl. Ohridski Blvd., 
Forestry University - 
BCSEEEP 
03592-
681270 
dombalov@uctm.edu 
 
Todorova 
Ekaterina 
Dr., Chemistry 
engineer, Leader of 
the Work Team for 
the National Profile 
Bulgaria, Sofia 1756, 
10, Kl. Ohridski Blvd. 
Forestry University, 
Ecology, Environmental 
Protection and Restoration 
Department 
03592-
91907/224 
ek_todorova@mail.bg 
 
Tasheva Maria Associate Professor 
Doctor 
 
Bulgaria, Sofia 1431 
15, D. Nestorov Blvd. 
NCHMEN, Toxicology 
Department 
03592 
5812-626 
m.tasheva@nchmen.government.bg 
 
Halkova 
Zhivka 
Associate Professor 
Doctor 
 
Bulgaria, Sofia 1431 
15, D. Nestorov Blvd. 
NCHMEN, Toxicology 
Department 
03592 
5812-627 
zh.halkova@nchmen.government.bg 
 
 
Mirazchiska 
Maria 
Chief Expert 
European Integration 
Directorate 
Bulgaria, Sofia 1052,  
8, Slavianska St. 
Ministry of the Economy 
03592 
9407261 
m.mirazchiiska@mi.government.bg 
 
 
Pelovski 
Ioncho 
Associate Professor, 
Doctor, Engineer 
Bulgaria, Sofia 1756,  
8, Kl. Ohridski Blvd, UCTM 
03592-
6254201 
pelovsky@uctm.edu 
 
Uzunov 
Stefan 
Head of the 
International 
Cooperation Sector 
Bulgaria, Sofia 1606 
17, Hr. Botev Blvd. 
National Plant Protection 
Service, MoAF 
03592-
9533360 
su_intcooperation@nsrz-bg.com 
 
Zheleva Elena Professor, Doctor, 
Engineer 
Bulgaria, Sofia 1756,  
10, Kl. Ohridski Blvd., 
Forestry University, 
Ecology, Environmental 
Protection and Restoration 
Department 
03592-
91907*361 
zheleva41@abv.bg 
 
Tsenova 
Margarita 
Chief Expert Bulgaria, Sofia 1606 
17, Hr. Botev Blvd. 
National Plant Protection 
Service, MoAF 
03592-
9531762 
progn@nsrz-bg.com 
 
Pavlova Iliana Expert Economist Bulgaria, Sofia 1000,  
16-20, Alabin St., Bulgarian 
Industrial Association, 
Clean Industry Centre 
0359803055 iliana@bia-lg.com 
 
Bogdantsalieva 
Dora 
Chemistry Engineer 
Senior Secretary 
Bulgaria, Sofia 1309, 
205, Al. Stamboliski Str., 
Bulgarian Chamber of 
Chemical Industry 
03592-
9200573 
db@bcci2001.com 
 
Stamenov 
Stefan 
Engineer Bulgaria, Sofia, 1756, 
16 G. M. Dimitrov Blvd., 
Ecotech Consult Ltd. 
03592-9651-
696 
stamenov@mgu.bg 
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Ivanchev 
Aleksandar 
Economist Bulgaria, Sofia, 1756, 
16, G. M. Dimitrov Blvd., 
Ecotech Consult Ltd. 
03592-9651-
696 
 
Kostova  
Nadia 
Associate Professor, 
Doctor 
Bulgaria, Varna 9000, 
7, Musala Square 
Preserve the Women 
Association 
035952 
660717 
activbg@dir.bg 
 
Bainova Ada Professor 
Doctor 
Bulgaria, Sofia 1431 
15, D. Nestorov Blvd. 
NCHMEN, Toxicology 
Department 
03592 
5812556 
a.bainova@nchmen.government.bg 
 
Andonov 
Svetoslav 
Chemistry Engineer Bulgaria, Sofia 1772, 
30, N. Gabrovski St. 
Civil Protection State 
Agency 
03592- 
96010328 
sv_andonov@dir.bg 
 
Popov 
Tsvetan 
Engineer Bulgaria, Sofia 1772, 
30, N. Gabrovski Str. 
Civil Protection State 
Agency 
03592 
688115 
tsvnppv@hotmail.com 
 
Naidenov 
Naiden 
Chemistry Engineer 
Секретар 
Bulgaria, Sofia 1000,  
108, Rakovski Str., Union of 
Chemists in Bulgaria 
0359-987-
58-12 
0359- 
9879360 
chem@fnts-bg.org 
 
Sokolovski 
Evgeni 
Engineer, Master of 
Ecology 
Bulgaria, Sofia 1756,  
8, Kl. Ohridski Blvd., 
Technology of inorganic 
substances, UCTM 
03592 
8681270 
sokolovski@abv.bg 
 
Hristova 
Vasilka 
Chief Expert 
Directorate “Crisis 
Management, Safety 
Inspection and Euro-
Atlantic Cooperation” 
Bulgaria, Sofia 1000 
9, Diakon Ignati Str. 
Ministry of Transport and 
Communications 
03592 
9492402 
vhristova@mtc.government.bg 
 
Hlebarov 
Ivailo 
Ecologist Bulgaria, Sofia 1000 
55, Buzludzha Str., floor 2 
Eco-Association For the 
Earth 
03592 
8518620 
info@zazemiata.org 
 
Petrov 
Lachezar 
Professor Bulgaria, Sofia 1113 
Akademic G. Bonchev Str., 
bldg. 11,Bulgarian Academy 
of Sciences 
03592 
8702181 
petrov@ic.bas.bg 
 
Petkov 
Asen 
Associate Professor Bulgaria, Sofia 1756,  
8 Kl. Ohridski Blvd., 
Chemical Technology 
Fundamentals Department, 
UCTM 
 
 
petkov@nctm.edu 
 
Gargov 
Aleksandar 
Chief Expert Bulgaria, Sofia 1040 
102, G. S. Rakovski Str. 
Ministry of Finances 
03592 
8959/2564 
 
a.gargov@minfin.bg 
 
Kozhuharov 
Emil 
Doctor Bulgaria, Sofia 1606 
15A, P. Slaveikov Blvd. 
National Servise Veterinaty 
Medicine, MoAF 
03592 
9521345 
icvp@mobikom.com 
 
Zlatanov 
Ivo 
Associate Professor 
Doctor 
Bulgaria, Sofia 1309 
205, Al. Stamboliski Blvd., 
Bulgarian Chamber of 
Chemical Industry 
 Ivo_zlat@abv.bg 
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Kostov 
Angel 
Head of the 
“Atmospheric Air 
Quality” Department 
Bulgaria, Sofia 1000 
22, Marial Luisa Blvd 
Ministry of Environment 
and Water 
03592- 
9406540 
KostovAngel@moew.government.bg 
 
Mollov 
Mihail 
Chief Expert 
Water Monitoring 
Department 
Bulgaria, Sofia, 
135, Tzar Boris III Blvd. 
Executive Environmental 
Agency 
03592- 
9559818 
mollov@nfp-bg.eionet.eu.int 
 
Belevski 
Rosen 
Head of the Planning 
and Budget 
Management 
Department 
Bulgaria, Sofia 1000 
67, W. Gladstone Str., 
Ministry of Environment 
and Water 
03592 
9819412 
RBelevski@moew.government.bg 
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CHAPTER 1 – GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA 
 
1.1. Physical and Demographic Characteristics 
The Republic of Bulgaria is in the Balkan Peninsula, in the south-eastern part of Europe. It borders 
on the Danube and Romania to the north, on the Black Sea to the east, on Turkey and Greece to the 
south, and on Macedonia and Serbia to the west. 
• Area  110 994 km2. 
• Form of Government parliamentary republic. 
• Official language Bulgarian 
• Total population 7 891 095 
• Urban* population 69 % 
• Rural population* 31 % 
• Average population age  40,4 years  
• Population at working age 4 673 219 
• Birth rate 8, 6 % 
• Mortality rate 14, 2 % 
• Average lifespan:  men- 68,53 years; women- 75,23 years; 
• Literate population 98,2 %  
• Average educational level of the population:  9,5 study years 
• Unemployment level 11,74 % ** 
• Percentage of women working outside their home: no data 
 
*  “Urban” is the population in all towns in Bulgaria. Towns are urban centres of comparatively large population 
performing predominantly non-agricultural functions – industrial, commercial, cultural, administrative-services, etc. 
The residents of all other urban centres in Bulgaria are indicated as “settlements”. According to the 2001 census, there 
are 240 towns and 5 096 villages. 
** by September 2004. 
 
1.2. Political and Geographic Organisation 
The political and geographic organisation of Bulgaria is formed by three main territorial unit types: 
municipalities, areas and planning regions. 
 
1.2.1. Administrative and territorial organisation 
Political, historical, geographic, economic, and other impacts have formed two levels of 
administrative and territorial organisation: local and regional. 
 
1.2.1.1. Local level of organisation  
• There are 264 municipalities in Bulgaria.  
• The territory of each municipality is formed by the settlements and their adjacent lands 
included in the municipal boundaries. There are between 1 and 134 settlements in the 
different municipalities. 
• The municipality area varies within a broad range – 45 km 2 to more than 1,200 km2. 
• The purely administrative functions of the municipalities are combined with local self-
government, including the planning and the management of economic and social 
activities on their territory. 
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• Municipalities are governed by elected mayors and municipal councils served by 
municipal administrations. 
• Today’s territorial scope, potential and resources of Bulgarian Municipalities correspond 
to level ІV of the European Statistical Classification of Territorial Structures NUTS.  
 
1.2.1 2. Local level of organisation 
• Bulgaria is divided into 28 areas. 
• The municipalities form part of the areas. 
• The average number of municipalities within the administrative boundaries is 10-11. 
• The areas are the main subjects of regional planning by the state. 
• The areas, and the implementation of the purely administrative and management 
functions are entrusted to implement the regional policy of the state. 
• Regional governors and deputies, appointed by the Council of Ministers, govern the 
areas. 
• Today’s territorial scope, potential and resources of Bulgarian Municipalities correspond 
to level ІII of the European Statistical Classification of Territorial Structures NUTS. 
• The names of areas coincide with the names of the towns, which are administrative 
centres. 
 
1.2.2. Regional division of the country’s territory 
Two types of regions have been adopted for the purpose of regional development and for Bulgaria’s 
regional policy. They have been defined as targeted planning regions in the current legislation and 
in the National Territorial Development Plan of 2000-2006. These areas are not administrative and 
territorial units. Their information services and government coordination are conducted by the 
relevant administrative units – area and municipality – that are part of them. This manner of 
regional division on the Republic of Bulgaria conforms to all regional policy conditions and 
requirements for the country’s integration into the European Union. 
There is a total of 77 targeted development regions in Bulgaria, including: 7 growth regions, 7 
development regions, 21 trans-boundary cooperation and development regions, and 42 regions with 
specific problems and priorities that comprise 34 backward rural regions and 8 regions in a state of 
industrial decline. Municipalities are the main administrative, territorial, government, and 
information modules comprising the targeted development regions. The boundaries of these regions 
coincide with the boundaries of their constitutive municipalities. 
 
1.2.2.1. Planning regions 
• Bulgaria is divided into 6 planning regions, which were used in the elaboration of the 
National Regional Development Plan for the period 2000 - 2006. 
• The planning regions have been created the purpose of an integrated policy related to the 
implementation of large-scale projects and programs of regional importance. 
• The areas are the main administrative, territorial, government and information modules 
comprising the targeted development regions. 
• The boundaries of the planning regions coincide with the respective parts their 
constitutive areas. 
• The planning regions conform to level II of the Statistical Classification of Territorial 
Structures NUTS. 
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Table 1.2.A presents the planning regions, the areas in each one, their sizes, the number of their 
population, and the number of their constitutive municipalities. 
 
Table 1.2.A. General characteristics of the planning regions and of the areas 
Planning regions, Areas Municipalities Population Area km2 
Total for Bulgaria 263 7 891 095 110 994 
North-western Region 32 531 149 10 606 
Vidin 11 128 050 3 033 
Vratsa 10 223 358 3 938 
Montana 11 179 741 3 635 
Northern Central Region 41 1 194 327 17 952 
Veliko Tarnovo 10 291 121 4 662 
Gabrovo 4 142 850 2 023 
Lovech 8 167 931 4 129 
Pleven 11 325 531 4 335 
Russe 8 266 894 2 803 
North-eastern Region 49 1 304 344 19 973 
Varna 12 461 174 3 819 
Dobrich 8 213 325 4 720 
Razgrad 7 144 818 2 640 
Silistra 7 140 784 2 846 
Targovishte 5 140 860 2 558 
Shumen 10 203 383 3 390 
South-eastern Region  22 793 899 14 648 
Burgas 13 422 458 7 748 
Sliven 4 217 226 3 544 
Yambol 5 154 215 3 356 
Southern Central Region 67 1 969 595 27 516 
Kardzhali 7 163 341 3 209 
Pazardzhik 11 308 719 4 457 
Plovdiv 18 714 779 5 973 
Smolyan 10 138 802 3 193 
Stara Zagora 11 368 771 5 151 
Haskovo 11 275 183 5 533 
South-western Region 52 2 097 781 20 306 
Blagoevgrad 14 339 790 6 449 
Kyustendil 9 160 702 3 052 
Pernik 6 148 251 2 394 
Sofia (the capital city) 1 1 178 579 1 349 
Sofia  22 270 459 7 062 
 
1.2.3. Allocation of health-care and environmental protection responsibilities between 
different territorial government levels 
National level. The Council of Ministers is responsible for all primary and secondary acts of 
legislation concerned with health-care and environment protection. The responsibility to implement 
the national environmental conservation policy is entrusted to the Ministry of Environment and 
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Water, and the implementation of the health-care policy is entrusted to the Ministry of Healthcare. 
These ministries control the state of the environment and of health-care in Bulgaria. 
Area level. In all areas, environment protection and health care are conducted by specialised 
authorities of the respective ministries: The Ministry of Environment and Water (MoEW) and its 
Regional Inspectorates of Environment and Water, the Ministry of Health (MoH) and its 
Inspectorates of Hygiene and Epidemiology, the Ministry of Labour and Social Policy (MoLSP) 
and its Regional Labour Inspectorates. The regional governors coordinate and control the work of 
the executive authorities and their administrations, and the municipalities, to carry out the health-
care and environment protection policy of the state in the area. 
Municipality level. The mayors of municipalities and the municipal councils, and the remaining 
administrative authorities control health-care, the sanitary and hygiene conditions and the 
protection of the environment in their adjacent areas within the municipality.  
 
1.2.4. Location of various ethnic groups of the population 
 
Table 1.2.B – Ethnic composition as percentage of the population in the planning regions 
Planning regions Total Bulgarians Turks Roma Others 
North-western  100 91,3 0,5 7,6 0,6 
North central  100 92,6 2,1 3,5 1,8 
North-eastern  100 69,3 22,4 5,4 2,9 
South-eastern  100 80,3 10,9 7,6 1,2 
South-central  100 80,2 11,7 4,8 3,3 
South-western  100 92,7  1,9 3,0 2,4 
 
 
Figure .1.2.4.1 – Map of the planning regions and of the areas in Bulgaria 
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1.3. Industrial and agricultural sectors 
 
The data in Tables 1C and 1D, 1.3.2, 1.3.3, 1.3.4 apply to the year 2000, and the information is 
presented by the NIS. 
 
 
Table 1.C and 1.D. General review of the industrial and agricultural sectors 
 
Description Total for 
Bulgaria 
North-
western 
Region 
Northern 
Central 
Region 
North-
eastern 
Region 
South-
eastern 
Region 
Southern 
Central 
Region 
South-
western 
Region 
1. Share of the country’s gross 
domestic product - % 
 
100 
 
6,1 
 
13,0 
 
14,4 
 
8,5 
 
20,6 
 
37,4 
2. Gross added value* by 
economic sector. Total % 
100 100 100 100 100 100 100 
- agriculture and forestry - % 13,6 24,2 20,3 20,7 18,4 16,2 4,4 
- industry - % 28,5 30,8 28,4 23,9 25,9 34,4 27,2 
- services - % 57,9 45,0 51,3 55,4 55,7 49,4 68,4 
3. Hired, in some sectors        
- agriculture and forestry 79 534 5 134 18 226 19 121 11 659 17 691 7 703 
- manufacturing 36 928 871 2 467 1 429 2 260 15 750 14 151 
- processing 562 251 28 233 109 916 74 160 42 679 146 356 160 907
- electricity, gas, and water 59 234 8 997 7 875 8 566 3 996 14 873 14 927 
* The gross added value shows the contribution of economic activities in the creation of the gross domestic product 
(GDP). It is evaluated using base prices that do not include product taxes. 
 
Table 1.3.2. - Structure of the industrial and agricultural sectors 
 
Sector Micro-farms/ 
enterprises1 
Small farms/ 
enterprises2 
Medium-to small 
farms/ 
enterprises3 
Medium-size 
farms/ 
enterprises4 
Large farms/ 
enterprises5 
Industry 19 534 4 073 942 760 460 
Agriculture * 4 556 1 469 246 97 12 
Total in Bulgaria 205 902 13 773 2 258 1 485 739 
 
Notes: 
) 1 - 1 to 9 employees 
) 2 - 10 to 49 employees 
) 3 - 50 to 99 employees 
) 4 - 100 to 249 employees 
) 5 – more than 250 employees 
∗ The table does not show 762 420 family micro 
farms that cover 25, 6 % of the utilized 
agricultural areas, usually cultivated as 
supplementary employment. 
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Table 1.3.3. - Distribution of agricultural produce in the region 
 
 By main crop: harvested areas - 
(ha) and production (t) 
Total for 
Bulgaria 
North-
western 
Region 
Northern 
Central 
Region 
North-
eastern 
Region 
South-
eastern 
Region 
Southern 
Central 
Region 
South-
western 
Region 
• Wheat        
- area – hectares 1 355 505 140 872 295 043 455 242 171 726  222 616 70 006 
- produce – tons 4077497  424 476 1 011 047 1423 470  436 160 612 334 170 010 
• Barley        
- area – hectares 292 197 19 970 60 724 48 339 82 968 70 898 9 298 
- produce – tons 930 918 63 305 210 265 165 019  243 096 227 104 22 129 
• Maize        
- area – hectares 353 113 60 164 97 610 167 073 3 534 16 559 8 173 
- produce – tons 872 645  180 251 323 847 263 307 11 860 65 077 28 303 
• Beans        
- area – hectares 10 760 814 696  1 577 3 071 2 359 2 243 
- produce – tons 10 816 783 856  1 270 1 554 3 151 3 202 
• Sunflower        
- area – hectares 389 742 50 747 99 357 112 112 51 057 70 940 5 529 
- produce – tons 405 087 55 816 131 851 108 754 38 897 64 167 5 602 
• Vegetables *        
- area – hectares 42 836 2 402 3 644  4 480 8 407 17 226 6 677 
- produce – tons 651 516 25 432  46 252 63 437  112 881 282 550 120 964 
• Potatoes *        
- area – hectares 48 448 1 727 2 595  931 3 850 28 178 11 167 
- produce – tons 600 371 15 402 24 360 9 068 37 348 372 028 142 165 
• Water melons and musk 
melons * 
       
- area – hectares 11 590 1 197 1 732 1 184  3 068 3 733 676 
- produce – tons 145 345 6 164 10 885 10 580 30 917 70 500 16 299 
• Fodder maize and green 
fodder 
       
- area – hectares 43 306 3 025 11 847 9 960 4 995 8 739 4 740 
- produce – tons 364 255 12 905 88 804 77 784 51 172 80 434 53 156 
• Alfalfa        
- area – hectares 85 795 3 222 24 137 40 210 4 166 10 388 3 672 
- produce – tons 329 452 x x x x x x 
• Orchards        
- area – hectares 45 348 689 12 296 10 267 6 984  12 540 2 572 
- produce – tons 166 983 862 28 768 24 987 21 906  81 383  9 077 
• Vineyards        
- area – hectares 128 717  111 395 13 663 27 059 26 499  41 191 8 910 
- produce – tons 431 480 40 728 45 812 74 705 98 660 133 792 37 783 
Note: * - Production is only from specialized farms and does not include household gardens. 
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Table 1.3.4. - Agricultural produce by region 
By main manufacturing 
sectors 
Total for 
Bulgaria 
North-
western 
Region 
Northern 
Central 
Region 
North-
eastern 
Region 
South-
eastern 
Region 
Southern 
Central 
Region 
South-
western 
Region 
• Manufacturing:        
number of enterprises 176 9 27 21 20 41 58 
produce – thousand levs 1 017 043 7 570 ** ** 34 733 509 175 358 095 
• Manufacture of food 
products, beverages and 
tobacco: 
       
number of enterprises 6 356 473 1248 968 708 1693 1266 
produce – thousand levs 3 567 121 76 552 577 720 580 198 273 030 882 900 1 176 721 
• Manufacture of textiles and 
textile products: 
       
number of enterprises 4231 156 783 418 238 1484 1152 
produce – thousand levs 1 340 140 93 333 246 441 133 681 148 755 341 119 376 811 
• Manufacture of leather and 
leather products: 
       
number of enterprises 454 11 67 33 23 150 170 
produce – thousand levs 197 678 4 579 61 852 6 138 2 564 39 057 83 488 
• Manufacture of wood and 
wood products: 
       
number of enterprises 1781 72 304 203 167 588 447 
produce – thousand levs 296 391 4 061 74 929 38 955 52 328 66 997 59 121 
• Manufacture of pulp, paper 
and paper products; 
publishing and printing: 
       
number of enterprises 1631 34 232 159 80 280 846 
produce – thousand levs 678 726 4 507 67 662  28 635 7 766 200 970 369 186 
• Manufacture of coke, refined 
petroleum products and 
nuclear fuel 
       
number of enterprises 14 0 6 1 1 2 4 
produce – thousand levs ** ** ** ** ** ** ** 
• Manufacture of chemicals, 
chemical products and man-
made fibres 
       
number of enterprises 543 16 88 88 24 141 186 
produce – thousand levs 1 643 037 ** 226 537 546 130 ** 345 807 440 302 
• Manufacture of rubber and 
plastic products 
       
number of enterprises 1071 43 265 144 105 300 214 
produce – thousand levs 
 
391 188 9 303 72 668 42 068 29 496 147 740 89 913 
• Manufacture of other non-
metallic mineral products 
       
number of enterprises 778 52 164 156 89 147 170 
produce – thousand levs 768 162 72 324 186 721 206 930 32 301 16 635 153 251 
• Metallurgy and manufacture 
of metal parts, n.e.c. 
       
number of enterprises 2721 99 531 414 314 768 595 
produce – thousand levs 2 350 457 66 349 168 293 114 705 51 280 442 095 1 507 735 
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By main manufacturing 
sectors 
Total for 
Bulgaria 
North-
western 
Region 
Northern 
Central 
Region 
North-
eastern 
Region 
South-
eastern 
Region 
Southern 
Central 
Region 
South-
western 
Region 
• Manufacture of machinery 
and equipment n.e.c. 
       
number of enterprises 1786 61 401 319 157 473 375 
produce – thousand levs 1 224 768 40 632 385 671 77 552 54 875 432 193 233 845 
• Manufacture of electrical and 
optical equipment 
       
number of enterprises 1714 45 339 277 117 299 637 
produce – thousand levs 872 060 27 949 93 400 61 985 77 769 114 388 496 569 
• Manufacture of transport 
equipment 
       
number of enterprises 470 5 34 215 86 38 56 
produce – thousand levs 297 200 8 384 75 578 133 229 31 721 18 352 29 936 
• Manufacturing n.e.c.        
number of enterprises 1937 ** ** ** ** ** ** 
produce – thousand levs ** ** 65 872 32 343  26 808 ** ** 
• Supply of electricity, gas and 
water 
       
number of enterprises 106 7 22 22 3 23 29 
produce – thousand levs 823 841 27 717 125 979 148 338 73 923 97 213 350 671 
 
Table 1.3.5. - Data about the number of plants by sources unintentionally emitting persistent organic pollutants by 2003. 
 
Source category Number of plants 
• Incinerators 
- household waste 
- hazardous waste 
- hospital waste 
 
- 
25 
52 
• Cement kilns 3 
• Metallurgy 
- thermal metallurgical processes 
- secondary production of copper 
- sintering in the iron and steel industries 
 
16 
- 
5 
• Industrial combustion processes 427 
• Power production and transforming 34 
• Combustion processes in the commercial, administrative, and 
residential sectors 
644 
• Wood firing boilers 1 
• Waste oil processing industries 2 
 
Table 1.3.5 presents data about the number of plants by sources unintentionally emitting persistent 
organic pollutants. 
 
1.4. Employees in the more important industrial sectors 
 
 The following table presents the more important manufacturing sectors, according to the 
National Classification of Economic Activities (NCEA-2001), the number of enterprises, the 
number of employees, produce at current prices, and types of emissions of harmful substances from 
them. 
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Table 1.4. - Employees in the more important industrial sectors 
NCEA 
code 
Manufacturing sector 
number of 
enterprises 
Number of 
employees 
Produce 
(mln. levs) 
Emissions of 
harmful substances 
not related to POP 
emissions 
Related to POP 
emissions 
(type) 
DA Manufacture of food 
products, beverages and 
tobacco: 
6 356 105 002  3 567  * Sulphuric oxides, 
NOx, dust, non-
methane volatile 
organic compounds  
*Dioxins, furans, 
polychlorinated 
biphenyls 
DB Manufacture of textiles 
and textile products: 
4 231 160 232 1 340  Sulphuric oxides, 
organic pollutants 
*Dioxins, furans, 
polychlorinated 
biphenyls 
DC Manufacture of leather 
and leather products: 
454  20 879 198 Organic pollutants *Dioxins, furans, 
polychlorinated 
biphenyls 
 
DD Manufacture of wood 
and wood products, 
except for furniture 
 1 781  16 062 296 *Sulphuric oxides, 
dust, non-methane 
volatile organic 
compounds 
*Dioxins, furans, 
polychlorinated 
biphenyls 
DE Manufacture of pulp, 
paper and paper 
products; publishing 
and printing: 
 1 631  24 641 679 *Sulphuric oxides, 
NOx, dust, organic 
pollutants 
*Dioxins, furans, 
polychlorinated 
biphenyls 
DF 
 
 
 
Manufacture of coke, 
refined petroleum 
products and nuclear 
fuel 
 14  10 465 ** Sulphuric oxides, 
NOx, organic 
pollutants, carbon 
oxide 
*Dioxins, furans, 
polychlorinated 
biphenyls, 
polyaromatic 
hydrocarbons 
DG Manufacture of 
chemicals, chemical 
products and man-made 
fibres 
543  32 781 1 643 Sulphuric oxides, 
NOx, dust, non-
methane volatile 
organic 
compounds, 
ammonia 
*Dioxins, furans, 
polychlorinated 
biphenyls, 
polyaromatic 
hydrocarbons 
DH Manufacture of rubber 
and plastic products 
 1 071  17 236 391 Sulphuric oxides, 
NOx, dust 
*Dioxins, furans, 
polychlorinated 
biphenyls, 
polyaromatic 
hydrocarbons  
 
DI Manufacture of other 
non-metallic mineral 
products 
 
778  23 617 768 *Sulphuric oxides, 
NOx, carbon oxide, 
dust 
Polychlorinated 
biphenyls 
DJ Metallurgy and 
manufacture of metal 
parts, n.e.c. 
 2 721  54 572  2 350 Sulphuric oxides, 
non-methane 
volatile organic 
compounds, lead, 
zinc, copper, 
carbon oxide 
*Dioxins, furans, 
hexachlorbenzene, 
polychlorinated 
biphenyls, 
polyaromatic 
hydrocarbons 
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NCEA 
code 
Manufacturing sector 
number of 
enterprises 
Number of 
employees 
Produce 
(mln. levs) 
Emissions of 
harmful substances 
not related to POP 
emissions 
Related to POP 
emissions 
(type) 
DK Manufacture of 
machinery and 
equipment n.e.c. 
 1 786  72 956  1 225 *Sulphuric oxides, 
carbon oxide, dust 
*Dioxins, furans, 
polychlorinated 
biphenyls, 
polyaromatic 
hydrocarbons 
DL Manufacture of 
electrical and optical 
equipment 
1 714  34 877 872  Dust - 
DM Manufacture of 
transport equipment 
470  13 687 297  *Sulphuric oxides, 
carbon oxide, dust 
*Dioxins, furans, 
polychlorinated 
biphenyls, 
polyaromatic 
hydrocarbons  
DN Manufacturing n.e.c. 1 937  22 453 **  Dust *Dioxins, furans, 
polychlorinated 
biphenyls, 
polyaromatic 
hydrocarbons 
C Manufacturing: 176  37 284 1 017 Dust containing 
arsenic, copper, 
zinc, and lead 
- 
4010 Manufacture and 
distribution of 
electricity 
 48  23 918  2 477 Sulphuric oxides, 
NOx, carbon oxide, 
dust 
Dioxins, furans, 
polychlorinated 
biphenyls  
9301 Washing and dry 
cleaning of textile and 
leather 
223 1 180 no data Non-Methane 
Volatile Organic 
Compounds 
- 
 
Total 25 934 671 842 21 360 
  
 
* The emissions are from auxiliary manufacture of electricity for the main manufacturing 
 **  No data shown for confidentiality reasons. 
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CHAPTER 2 – PRODUCTION, USE, IMPORT, AND EXPORT OF CHEMICALS 
 
2.1. Production, import, and export of chemicals and preparations 
  
 From social and economic perspective, the period between 1997 and 2001 has been the most 
difficult during the structural reform of the chemical industries and related sectors. It was only in 
early 2001 that the decline in production in this sector was stopped. The general trend in chemical 
industry’s production for the period 1997 - 2000 was negative and there was no increase in 
production in 2000. This shows that the sector could not reach the production and income level of 
1995/1996 and was about 40% below the level of 1989 - the first year of the transition period. 
Table 2A presents data from the National Statistical Agency (NSA) for the production of chemical 
substances in 2001. 
 
Table 2A - Chemical Production 
PRODPROM 2001 
CODE Name of the chemical/preparation Unit Quantity 
Pesticides 
24.20.11.40.00  Insecticides based on carbamates kg active 
substance 
869
24.20.11.50.00 Insecticides based on organic phosphoric products kg active 
substance 
11814
24.20.11.60.00  Insecticides based on pyrеthrionids kg active 
substance 
7247
24.20.11.90.00  Other insecticides kg active 
substance 
34186
24.20.12.40.00  Herbicides based on amides kg active 
substance 
5837
24.20.12.60.00  Herbicides based on dinitroaniline derivatives kg active 
substance 
3815
24.20.12.90.00  Other herbicides kg active 
substance 
73823
 24.20.14.50.00 Disinfecting preparations based on halogenated compounds
kg active 
substance 
26770
24.20.14.90.00  Other disinfectants kg active 
substance 
110628
 24.20.15.52.00 Fungicides, bactericides and seeds treating preparations: 
inorganic (without sulphur) kg active 
substance 
295841
 24.20.15.53.00 Fungicides, bactericides and seeds treating preparations: 
based on dithiocarbamates (Ziram.) kg active 
substance 
5001473
 24.20.15.59.00 Other fungicides, bactericides and seeds treating 
preparations (without Captan) kg active 
substance 
65975
24.20.15.73.00  Poisons for rodents - anti-coagulants kg active 
substance 
59080
24.20.15.75.00  Other poisons for rodents kg active 
substance 
21000
Mineral Fertilizers 
24.15.30.13.00   
  
Urea with nitrogen content > 45 % w/w of the anhydrous 
product in dry state tons N 88818
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PRODPROM 2001 
CODE Name of the chemical/preparation Unit Quantity 
24.15.30.23.00  Ammonium sulphate tons N 1963
24.15.30.30.00  Ammonium nitrate, even in water solution tons N 160059
 24.15.30.80.00 Urea and Ammonium nitrate mixtures in water or ammonia 
solution tons N 82422
 24.15.30.90.00 Other mineral or chemical nitrogen fertilizers, incl. 
mixtures tons N 3032
24.15.40.35.00  Supephosphates t P2O5 88569
24.15.50.30.00  Potassium chloride t K2O 41
24.15.70.70.00  Sodium nitrate, different from the “natural” one tons N 521
 
 
 
24.15.80.10.00 Mineral or chemical fertilizers containing two or three of 
the nutrients: nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium; other 
fertilizers offered as pellets or other similar forms, or in 
packages with gross weight <= 10 kg tons 2803
24.15.80.23.00   
   
  
Mineral or chemical fertilizers containing nitrogen, 
phosphorus and potassium, with nitrogen weight > 10 % of 
the anhydrous dry product tons 23
24.15.80.40.00   
   
  
Ammonium dihydrogen orthophosphate (Mono ammonium 
phosphate), even mixed with dominium hydrogen 
orthophosphate (dominium phosphate) tons 24
24.15.80.53.00   
  
Mineral or chemical fertilizers, containing nitrates and 
phosphates tons 8
24.15.80.59.00   
  
Other mineral or chemical fertilizers, containing nitrogen 
and phosphorus tons 310957
24.15.80.90.00  Other mineral or chemical fertilizers  tons 448
Petroleum products 
23.20.11.50.00  Motor petrol, unleaded tons 950314
23.20.11.70.00  Motor petrol, regular tons 200753
23.20.13.50.00   
  
Light petroleum distillates for processing in petrochemistry
tons 476756
23.20.13.70.00  Mineral turpentine and petrol solvents tons 2234
23.20.14.00.00  Kerosene, aviation and other tons 153735
23.20.15.50.00  Diesel motor fuel tons 1767908
23.20.15.70.00  Gas oil for heating tons 209546
23.20.17.50.00  Black oil with sulphur content not exceeding 1% w/w tons 8685
23.20.17.70.00  Black oil with sulphur content not exceeding 1% w/w tons 1085899
23.20.18.50.00  Oils for chemical processing and other oils tons 42188
23.20.21.20.00  Propane-butane mixtures tons 119690
23.20.22.00.00   
  
Other liquefied petroleum gases and gaseous hydrocarbons 
from refineries tons 107872
23.20.32.50.00  Petroleum bitumen tons 168226
23.20.32.70.00  Other residues of petroleum products (tar) kg 325927
Chemicals and preparations for industrial consumption 
24.11.11.20.00  Argon m3 883428
24.11.11.30.00  Noble gases (without argon) m3 0
24.11.11.50.00  Hydrogen m3 1603701
24.11.11.60.00  Nitrogen m3 98555466
24.11.11.70.00  Oxygen m3 361464687
24.11.12.30.00  Carbon dioxide kg 166913211
24.11.12.70.00  Nitric oxides kg 125577
24.11.13.00.00  Liquefied air, compressed air kg 166141647
24.12.11.30.00  Zinc oxide, zinc peroxide kg 198400
National Profile for the Management of Chemical Substances and Preparations in the Republic of Bulgaria 
 
 Chapter 2 – page 3 
PRODPROM 2001 
CODE Name of the chemical/preparation Unit Quantity 
24.12.12.70.00  Copper oxides and hydroxides kg 13600
24.12.21.10.00 Dispersive dyes and preparations based on these dyes kg 236
 24.12.21.20.00 Acidic dyes and preparations based on these dyes; alum 
dyes and preparations based on these dye kg 24610
 24.12.21.40.00 Direct dyes and preparations based on these dyes 
kg 925
 24.12.21.60.00 Synthetic organic products used as agents for fluorescence 
refreshment kg 9974
24.12.21.70.00  kg 90283
  
Colouring varnishes; preparations based on them 
 
24.12.24.30.00 Pigments and preparations based on chrome compounds kg 5793
24.12.24.70.00 Other dyeing substances and other preparations; phosphors kg 216450
24.13.11.11.00  Chlorine kg 12063000
24.13.11.20.00  Sublimed or precipitated sulphur ; colloidal sulphur kg 26619000
24.13.11.90.00  Selenium kg 9062
24.13.14.13.00  Hydrogen chloride (hydrochloric acid) kg HCl 25217438
24.13.14.33.00  Sulphuric acid kg SO2 620314607
24.13.14.35.00  Oleum kg SO2 174100
24.13.14.55.00  Phosphoric acid and polyphosphoric acids kg P2O5 91626000
24.13.15.25.00  Sodium hydroxide (caustic soda), in solid state kg NaOH 9292
24.13.15.27.00   
  
Sodium hydroxide in water solution (soda lye or liquid 
soda) kg NaOH 25399276
24.13.15.70.00  Aluminium hydroxide kg Al2O3 19704
24.13.21.10.00   
  
Fluorides; fluorine silicates, fluorine aluminates and other 
complex fluorine salts kg F 33186
24.13.21.30.00  Chlorides, without ammonium chloride kg 1008868
24.13.22.55.00  Sodium chlorates kg 1450
 24.13.22.59.00 Chlorates and perchlorates; bromates and perbromates; 
iodate and periodates (without sodium ones) kg 150820
24.13.31.13.00  Sulphides and polysulphides kg S 11666290
24.13.31.33.00  Sulphites kg 1710226
24.13.31.53.00  Aluminium sulphates kg Al2O3 716202
24.13.31.57.00  Sulphates different from aluminium and barium sulphates kg 3553960
24.13.32.40.00  Acidic calcium phosphate (dicalcium phosphate) kg P2O5 3514576
 
 
24.13.32.50.00 Trisodium phosphates, potassium phosphates, other 
calcium phosphates, different from dicalcium phosphate 
and other phosphates; polyphosphates (without sodium 
triphosphate) 
kg P2O5 100781
24.13.32.70.00  Sodium triphosphate (sodium tripolyphosphate) kg P2O5 13547368
24.13.33.10.00  Disodium carbonate (calcinated soda) kg Na2CO3 1123100000
24.13.33.20.00  Sodium bicarbonate kg 6233300
24.13.33.40.00  Calcium carbonate kg 4701190
 
 
24.13.42.90.00 Inorganic compounds; amalgams (without those of noble 
metals, distilled waters, conductive waters or waters of the 
same purity degree, liquefied and compressed air) kg 5054
 24.13.52.40.00 Silicates; technical silicates of alkaline metals (water glass)
kg SiO2 3505670
 24.13.52.90.00 Salts of inorganic acids or peroxiacids (without azides and 
double or complex silicates) 
 
kg 1370
24.13.54.50.00  Carbides with definite or indefinite chemical composition kg 3106034
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PRODPROM 2001 
CODE Name of the chemical/preparation Unit Quantity 
24.13.56.00.00 Purified sulphur (without sublimed, precipitated or colloidal sulphur) kg 429695
24.14.11.20.00  Acyclic saturated hydrocarbons tons 13044
24.14.11.30.00  Ethene (Ethylene) tons 138447
24.14.11.40.00  Propene (propylene) tons 100220
24.14.11.65.00  1,3-butadiene (divinyl) tons 23069
24.14.12.23.00  Benzene, with purity over 95 weight percentage tons 30771
 24.14.12.25.00  Toluene, purity over 95 weight percentage tons 28793
24.14.12.43.00  о-Xylene (o-Xylol), purity over 95 weight percentage % tons 17793
24.14.12.47.00   
  
m-Xylene (m-Xylol) and mixtures of xylene isomers, purity 
over 95 weight percentage % tons 0
24.14.12.50.00  Styrene tons 31835
24.14.12.60.00  Ethylbenzene tons 36328
24.14.12.90.00  Biphenyl, triphenyls, other cyclic hydrocarbons tons 76699
24.14.13.53.00  1,2-Dichlorethane (ethylene chloride) tons 6940
24.14.14.50.00   
  
Hydrocarbons’ derivatives containing only sulphur groups, 
their salts and ethyl esters tons 188
24.14.23.10.00  Ethylene glycol (ethane diol) tons 76901
24.14.24.15.00  Phenol (hydroxybenzene) and its salts tons 1375
24.14.31.97.00  Other industrial monocarboxyl butyric acids, non-distilled tons 196
24.14.32.73.00  Sodium acetate tons 37
24.14.33.87.00  Maleic anhydride tons 305
24.14.34.13.00  Dibutylorthophtalates tons 164
24.14.34.33.00  Phtalic anhydride tons 14588
24.14.42.33.00  Monoethanolamine and its salts tons 9740
24.14.42.35.00  Diethanolamine and its salts tons 2690
24.14.42.37.00  Triethanolamine and its salts tons 480
24.14.43.50.00  Acrylnitryl tons 26233
24.14.43.70.00  Other compounds with nitryl functional group tons 530
24.14.62.11.00  Acetone tons 829
24.14.63.33.00  2,2'-Oxydiethanol (diethylene glycol) tons 50
24.14.63.39.00   
  
Other ether-alcohols and their halogen- sulpho-, nitro- or 
nitroso- derivatives tons 0
24.14.63.73.00  Oxyrane (ethylene oxide) tons 66078
24.14.64.30.00  Other organic compounds tons 4173
24.14.64.50.00  Rennet and its concentrates tons 30
24.14.64.70.00   
  
Other enzymes and enzyme preparations besides rennet 
enzyme and its concentrates tons 241
24.14.71.40.00  Turpentine oil from balsam resin tons 112
24.14.71.50.00   
  
Colophonies and resin acids and their derivatives; 
colophony essence and colophony oils; melted resins tons 119
24.14.73.20.00  Benzenes tons 6068
24.14.73.40.00  Naphthalene and other mixtures of aromatic hydrocarbons tons 1146
24.14.73.67.00  Other oils and products, prepared by coal tar distillation tons 2187
24.15.10.50.00  Nitrogen acid; mixtures of nitrogen and sulphuric acids tons N 696323
24.15.10.75.00  Ammonia tons N 579930
24.15.10.77.00  Ammonia water (ammonia in water solution) tons N 4687
24.15.20.30.00  Nitrites tons N 543
24.15.20.70.00   
  
Technical ammonium carbonate and other ammonium 
carbonates tons N 1576
24.16.10.35.00  Linear polyethylene, density < 0,94, in primary forms tons 176
24.16.10.39.00 Other polyethylene, density < 0,94, in primary forms (incl. 
low-density PEV) 
tons 68576
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PRODPROM 2001 
CODE Name of the chemical/preparation Unit Quantity 
24.16.10.50.00  Polyethylene, density >= 0,94, in primary forms tons 0
24.16.10.90.00  Other ethylene polymers, in primary forms tons 179
24.16.20.35.00  Expanded polystyrene, in primary forms (Styrofoam) tons 501
24.16.20.39.00  Polystyrene (besides expanded one), in primary forms tons 9283
24.16.20.70.00   
  
Acryl-nytril-butadien-styrene co-polymers (ABS), in 
primary forms tons 0
24.16.30.10.00   
  
Polyvinyl chloride in primary forms, not mixed with other 
substances tons 10
24.16.30.25.00  Other plasticized polyvinyl chloride, in primary forms tons 2679
24.16.40.30.00  Epoxy resins, in primary forms tons 170
24.16.40.50.00  Alkyd resins, in primary forms tons 3692
24.16.40.70.00  Other non-saturated polyesters, liquid tons 251
24.16.40.90.00  Other polyesters, in primary forms tons 212
24.16.51.30.00  Polypropylenes, in primary forms tons 61760
24.16.52.70.00   
  
Polymers of vinyl esters and other vinyl polymers (except 
vinyl acetate), in primary forms tons 38
24.16.53.50.00  Polymethyl methacrylate, in primary forms tons 2167
24.16.54.90.00  Other polyamides in primary forms tons 18
24.16.55.50.00  Carbamide resins; thiocarbamide resins, in primary forms tons 1968
24.16.55.70.00  Melamine resins in primary forms tons 1
24.16.56.50.00  Phenol resins in primary forms tons 5632
 
 
24.16.58.10.00 Crude oil resins (incl. petroleum), cumarone resins, 
indene and cumaroneindene resins and polyturpentines, in 
primary forms tons 1839
Consumer chemicals 
24.17.10.50.00  Synthetic latex (different from natural raw rubber) tons 13281
24.17.10.90.00  Synthetic rubber and factice, different from synthetic latex tons 20357
 24.30.11.50.00 Paints and varnishes based on acryl or vinyl polymers, 
water-thinned kg 3189229
 24.30.11.70.00 Other paints and varnishes based on synthetic polymers or 
modified natural polymers, water-thinned kg 8040098
 24.30.12.25.00 Paints and varnishes based on polyesters, solvent content 
>= 50 % of the solution’s weight kg 593822
24.30.12.29.00  Other paints and varnishes based on polyesters kg 1326611
24.30.12.30.00 Paints and varnishes based on acryl or vinyl polymers, 
solvent content >= 50 % of the solution’s weight 
 
kg 150000
 24.30.12.50.00 Other paints and varnishes based on acryl or vinyl 
polymers, solvent content < 50 % of the solution’s weight kg 1142986
 
 
24.30.12.70.00 Paints and varnishes: solutions different from those based 
on polyesters or acryl / vinyl polymers, solvent content >= 
50 % of the solution’s weight kg 904034
24.30.12.90.00 Other paints and varnishes based on synthetic polymers, 
solvent content < 50 % of the solution’s weight 
 
kg 4892370
 
 
24.30.21.30.00 Ready-made pigments, ready-made preparations for 
matting and colouring; similar preparations for ceramic, 
enamelling or glass industry kg 91270
 24.30.21.50.00 Glazing mixtures, glazes and similar preparations for 
ceramic, enamelling or glass industry kg 756363
24.30.22.13.00  Oil paints and varnishes used for leathers kg 4067039
 24.30.22.15.00 Other paints and varnishes, different from oil ones and 
other water pigments used for leather finishing kg 763719
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PRODPROM 2001 
CODE Name of the chemical/preparation Unit Quantity 
24.30.22.20.00  Siccative preparations kg 77134
24.30.22.53.00  Putty for windows, bounding resins and other putties kg 565440
24.30.22.55.00  Coatings used in painting kg 1208959
 24.30.22.60.00 Mixtures of non-fireproof materials for patting and coating 
of facades, in-door walls, floors, ceilings, etc. kg 2200391
 24.30.22.73.00 Complex organic solvents and thinners, preparations for 
removing paints and varnishes, based on butyl acetate kg 1679502
 24.30.22.79.00 Other complex organic solvents and thinners, preparations 
for removing paints and varnishes kg 1213503
 24.30.23.70.00 Paints for artists, students and entertainment, different from 
those in range kg 9559
24.30.24.50.00  Black printing inks kg 6827
24.30.24.70.00  Other printing inks kg 164771
24.41.20.50.00  Other Quaternary ammonium salts and hydroxides kg 252
 24.41.31.30.00 Other compounds with non-condensed 1,2 diazole ring 
(either hydrogenated, or not) in their structure kg 46175
 24.51.20.20.00 Anion surface-active (anion active) synthetic products, 
different from soap tons 1233
 24.51.20.50.00 Non-ionogenic surface-active synthetic products, different 
from soap tons 60
 24.51.20.90.00 Other surface-active synthetic products, different from soap
tons 63
24.51.31.20.00 Toilet soaps (incl. medicinal) shaped as rods, pieces or 
bars; paper, cellulose wool, felt and non-woven fabric, 
impregnated or coated with toilet soaps 
 
 
kg 3214679
 
 
 
24.51.31.50.00 Other soaps, surface-active synthetic preparations based on 
fats, except toilet soap, shaped as rods, pieces or bars; 
paper, cellulose wool, felt and non-woven fabric, 
impregnated or coated with toilet soaps or detergents kg 179950
24.51.31.73.00  Soaps shaped as plates, flakes, granules or powder kg 66589
24.51.31.79.00  Soaps other shapes kg 522782
24.51.32.30.00  Surface active preparations tons 19
24.51.32.50.00  Washing and cleaning preparations tons 23500
24.51.32.70.00  Washing and cleaning preparations tons 1419
24.51.42.90.00 Other synthetic waxes and wax preparations, incl. red wax kg 1209
24.51.43.30.00  Shoe-creams and similar preparations for shoes or leathers kg 419239
 24.51.43.50.00 Floor-wax and similar preparations for maintaining wooden 
furniture, parquet or other wooden articles kg 121845
24.51.43.83.00  Metal polishers kg 1712
kg 3306424.51.43.89.00 
24.51.44.00.00 
Other shoe-creams and similar preparations Pastes, 
powders and other preparations for cleaning and polishing kg 37583
 24.14.72.00.00 Charcoal (incl. those from shells and stones), even 
agglomerated tons 6945
 
The group of persistent organic pollutants that are subject to the Stockholm Convention includes the 
following pesticides: aldrin, dieldrin, endrin, mirex, toxaphene, hexachlorbenzene, heptachlor, 
chlordane and DDT. Most of these are imported and used in Bulgaria mainly as plant protection 
chemicals. The first appearance of evidence of their harmful impacts has served as the cause for 
their banning for import and agricultural use (Table 2A-1). 
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Table 2A-1 – Date about the application, registration, imported quantities, and prohibitions for POPs 
pesticides in Bulgaria 
Preparation Application Import/ 
registration 
period 
Imported 
quantities, t/y
Year of prohibition 
Aldrin insecticide 1960-1970 135 - 220 1969 
Dieldrin insecticide 1960-1970 100 1969 
Endrin insecticide 1960-1970 100 1969 
Mirex insecticide Not imported and 
registered 
  
Toxaphene insecticide 1960-1970 100 - 150 1985 
Hexachlorobenzene fungicide Not imported and 
registered 
  
Heptachlor insecticide 1960-1990 100 1991 
Chlordane insecticide Not imported and 
registered 
  
DDT insecticide 1950-1965  1969 
 
• Mirex, hexachlorbenzene and chlordane have not been imported and used in Bulgaria. 
• Aldrin had been imported and used in Bulgaria early in the 60-s in annual quantities of 135-
220 tons. Following 1969, this chemical has not been imported or used in Bulgaria and is part 
of the List of Active Substances Prohibited for Use in Plant Protection Chemicals, prepared 
by the MAF; 
• Dieldrin had been imported and used in Bulgaria early in the 60-s in annual quantities of 100 
tons. Following 1969, this chemical has not been imported or used in Bulgaria. It is listed in 
the List of Substances Prohibited for Use in Plant Protection Chemicals, prepared by the 
MAF; 
• Dieldrin had been imported and used in Bulgaria early in the 60-s in annual quantities of 100 
tons. Following 1969, eldrin has not been imported or used in Bulgaria and is part of the List 
of Active Substances Prohibited for Introduction in Plant Protection Chemicals, prepared by 
the MAF; 
• Toxaphene had been imported and used in Bulgaria early in the 60-s in annual quantities of 
100-150 tons. Following 1985, toxaphene has not been imported or used in Bulgaria and is 
part of the List of Active Substances Prohibited for Introduction in Plant Protection 
Chemicals, prepared by the MAF; 
• Heptachlor had been imported and used in Bulgaria early in the 60-s in annual quantities of 
100 tons. It is part of the Ministry of Agriculture and Forests`s list of plant protection 
chemicals (containing up to 10% technical product) for agricultural use during 88-90, for 
processing of seeds of maize, sunflower, wheat and sugar beet. Following 1991, its use was 
prohibited and it is part of the List of Active Substances Prohibited for Introduction in Plant 
Protection Chemicals, prepared by the MAF; 
• DDT had been used in the 50-s in Bulgaria in various preparations (technical product content 
of 5% to 20%, most frequently 5, 5%). Its use was limited in the 60-s, and completely 
prohibited in 1969. Import in Bulgaria of preparations containing more than 1 gr. /DDT per 
kilogram of preparation is prohibited. It is listed in the List of Substances Prohibited for Use 
in Plant Protection Chemicals, prepared by the MAF; 
         Table 2A-2 presents the existing POPs pesticide quantities in Bulgaria. 
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Table 2A-2 – POPs Pesticide Quantities in Bulgaria in 1995, and their Condition in 2003, kg 
POP pesticides 
POP pesticides in 1995, 
kg 
Exported for 
destruction in the 
Netherlands in July 
2000, kg 
Assumed quantities of 
POP* pesticides in 
2003, kg 
Aldrin 4926 9100  
Dieldrin  1726 1200   
Endrin 20 - 
Mirex   
Toxaphene 205 - 
Hexachlorobenzene   
Heptachlor 11156 - 
Chlordane   
DDT  29234 17380  
 
Torn packaging and 
missing labels have made 
identification impossible 
Total 47267 27680 19587* 
 * Assumed existing quantities mixed with other plant protection chemicals, classified as “unknown” owing to 
torn packaging, missing labels and, probably, mixed with other obsolete PPCs stored in unrepaired facilities. 
 
 The ban on the use of persistent chlororganic pesticides in Bulgaria has lead to the following 
measures: 
• replacing DDT with organophosphates, carbamates, pyrethroids, etc. 
• replacing aldrin, dieldrin, endrin, toxaphene and heptachlor used in agriculture with 
insecticides registered in Bulgaria as suitable for use. 
• export and incineration of approximately 30 tons of POP pesticides – DDT, aldrin and 
dieldrin – in the Netherlands. 
 In August 2000, samples were taken from 8 warehouses for prohibited or obsolete 
pesticides in 4 regions of Bulgaria of approximately 41, 2 tons of POP pesticides with assumed 
content of DDT, aldrin, dieldrin, toxaphene and endrin. The sample analysis has proven presence 
of DDT, aldrin, and dieldrin in approximately 30 tons of POP pesticides. These quantities of POP 
pesticides have been re-packed in new drums, labelled in keeping with the European requirements, 
and transported to a base site. 27680 kg of POP pesticides such as DDT, aldrin, and dieldrin have 
been exported from Bulgaria’s regions Sofia, Plovdiv, Shumen, and Burgas, and destroyed in an 
incinerator in Rotterdam under the project “Destruction of Risk Pesticides from Bulgaria in the 
Netherlands”. 
 It can be assumed that approximately 13 tons of POP pesticides, not physically identifiable, 
and mixed with other banned and obsolete PPCs because of torn packaging or missing labels, 
existed in Bulgaria in 2003 as compared to the 47 tons in 1995 according to the inventoried 
documents. These have been categorized as “unknown”, prohibited, or unusable PPCs stored in 
warehouses or encapsulated in BB cubes. 
 No Polychlorinated biphenyls (PCB), or PCB containing equipment (transformers and 
condensers), have never been manufactured in Bulgaria. The inventory helped identify 40363 
transformers containing 40465 tons of PCB-free transformer oil, representing 93% of the total number 
of transformers in Bulgaria and 89% of the total quantity of transformer oils. The total number of 
PCB-free condensers is 12640, and they contain 14, 9 tons of condenser oil, or 71% of the total 
number of condensers in Bulgaria and 57% of all condenser oils. 
 The transformers imported in Bulgaria in the period 1970-1990 are 1954, predominantly from 
former community countries – the former USSR, Eastern Germany, the Czechoslovakia, Romania, 
and Korea. Transformers most likely to contain PCBs are those imported from PCB transformer oil 
manufacturing countries – the USSR, Eastern Germany, Western Germany, and the 
Czechoslovakia: 606 transformers, or 31% of all imports. 24,120 tons of transformer oils were 
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imported in Bulgaria during the period 1955 – 1972 from the USSR, Czechoslovakia and Hungary, 
83% of which were imported from the former USSR. The transformer oil imported from 
Czechoslovakia is 1,946 tons, or 8% of the total oil imports. The assessment of import data lead to 
the conclusion that the 24,120 tons of transformer oil imported in Bulgaria in the period 1955-1972 
do not contain polychlorinated biphenyls (PCB). 
 There are no official data showing import of condensers. 
 
2.2. Use of chemicals by category. 
 
 No data about the use of chemical substances in Bulgaria is collected as required for the 
classification in Table 2.B, i.e. pesticides used in agriculture; used in households; mineral 
fertilizers; used petrochemical products, chemical substances used in industry, household 
chemicals, other chemicals such as mixes, preparations, etc.  
 
 2.2.1. POP use by category 
 POP pesticides 
 
 The use of POP pesticides in Bulgaria has been largest in the 60-s. They had been used on 
more than 20 million decares of agricultural land, forests, etc. during this period. The proof 
throughout the world of the negative effects for humans and for the environment, and the 
prohibitive and restrictive measures have reduced and almost discontinued the use of POP 
pesticides in Bulgaria. Irrational planning and overstocking nationwide during the 60-s have 
resulted in overstocking of pesticides that are now obsolete, and controlled by the authorities of the 
Ministry of Interior. Two stages are characteristic of the use of POP pesticides in Bulgaria: 
 
• 1950-1970 –a period of intensive supply and use of chloororganic POPs pesticides and 
subsequent ban for most of them in 1969, except for toxaphene, which was banned in 
1985 and heptachlor in 1995. 
• 1970 – 1990 – unofficial data show that an insignificant amount of all plant protection 
chemicals that are used comprises POPs. 
 
 Mineral fertilizers and plant protection chemicals have been used to a much lower extent in 
the last 10 years due to various economic and social factors. 
The inventory of polychlorinated biphenyls conducted in 2003 extends to most owners of 
transformers and condensers in Bulgaria, such as electricity supply companies of the National 
Electricity Company (NEC); the Bulgarian Railways; Thermal Power Plants; Hydro Power Plants; 
the chemical and machine building industry; metallurgy, etc. 
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Transformers and transformer oils containing 100% PCB 
 
Table 2B-1 presents data about commercial brands of 100% PCB transformer oils by area, and their 
percentage by sectors is presented in Figure 2B-2. 
 
Table 2B-1- Data about 100% PCB transformer oils by commercial brands, in areas in Bulgaria in 2003 
100% PCB Transformer oils 
100% PCB Oils, tons 
Commercial brand of the oil 
No
. Area 
N
um
be
r 
of
 
tra
ns
fo
r
m
er
s 
Pyroclor C TGL Sovtol-10 Clophen Pyralene РCB Total 
1 Burgas 4 1,72 2,38           4,1 
2 Varna 2     82,4         82,4 
3 
Veliko 
Tarnovo 3       0,615       0,615 
4 Vratsa 45     4,26         4,26 
5 Pernik 13       27,18       27,18 
6 Pleven 9         9,01     9,01 
7 
Stara 
Zagora 4             1,54 1,54 
8 Haskovo 8      39,6 31,52       71,12 
9 Sofia-city 64       54,98   56,32 2,47 113,77 
10 
Sofia-
district 6       13,23       13,23 
Total 158 1,72 2,38 126,26 127,525 9,01 56,32 4,01 327,225
 
There are 158 PCB-containing transformers still in use amounting to 0, 36% of the total number of 
transformers inventoried in Bulgaria. In total, the 100% PCB transformer oils in Bulgaria amount to 
327,225 tons. The quantity of 100% PCB transformer oils in transformers in Bulgaria is 310,545 
tons. Fresh 100% PCB transformer oil in storage are 6, 8 tons, and used transformer oils are 9, 88 
tons. Only the total quantity of 100% PCB transformer oils in Bulgaria has been identified, unlike 
the weight of the equipment, which causes gaps in the declared data. The identified 100% PCB 
transformers and oils are located in 10 of Bulgaria’s 28 administrative areas. 100% PCB 
transformers are owned by 14 enterprises, mainly from the energy, chemical and metallurgical 
sectors.  
 
 
Distribution by sector of transformers containing 100% PCBs, 
by transformer units 
53; 34% 
13; 8% 
92; 58% 
Power generation Chemical industry Metallurgy 
 
Figure 2B-1 – Distribution of 100% PCB transformers in Bulgaria in 2003 by sector 
National Profile for the Management of Chemical Substances and Preparations in the Republic of Bulgaria 
 
 Chapter 2 – page 11
 
Distribution by sector of transformers, containing 100% PCBs, 
by oil quantity, in tons 
130,27; 40% 
36,235; 11%
160,94; 49% 
Power generation Chemical industry Metallurgy 
 
Figure 2B-2- Distribution by sector of 100 %PCB transformers by quantity of oil in tons, in Bulgaria in 2003 
 
 The highest percentage of 100% PCB transformers and quality of 100% PCB transformer 
oils is used in the metallurgy sector, with respective numbers of 58% and 49%. Five enterprises 
own 92 100% PCB transformers filled mainly with transformer oil of the brands Sovtol-10, 
Pyralene and Clophen – a total of 160, 94 tons. 
 In the “Energy” sector, there are 6 companies within the National Electricity Company who 
own 53 transformers and representing 34% of all 158 transformers. The total 100% PCB 
transformer oils in Bulgaria are 130, 27 tons, or 40%. They are filled mainly with TGL transformer 
oil manufactured in Eastern Germany.  
 Three companies of the “Chemical” sector possess 13 transformers or 8% of all 100% PCB 
transformers. The overall quantity of transformer oil is 36,235 tons (11%), the predominant di-
electric being oils of the brands Sovtol-10, Pyroclor and C. 
 
Transformers and transformer oils with assumed PCB content higher than 50 ppm 
 
Table 2B-2 presents data about the quantities of transformer oil with assumed PCB content higher 
than 50 ppm in Bulgaria, by number of enterprises and areas in 2003. 
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Table 2B-2 – Data about transformers (units) and transformer oils (tons) with assumed PCB content higher 
than 50 ppm in Bulgaria, by number of enterprises and areas in 2003. 
Transformer oils 
 
Transformers 
 
No. 
Area 
Number of 
enterprises 
/branches 
Sector Type 
Manufacturer Units 
Type 
M
anufacturer 
Tons 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
Blagoevgrad 1 Energy ДКДF-A1 
EASTERN 
GERMANY 2 GB Nytrafo 11  66 
KDRF 30000 
EASTERN 
GERMANY 2 TRF-GL  168 
TDLF-25000 
EASTERN 
GERMANY 1 TRF-G  18 
TDLF-25000 
EASTERN 
GERMANY 1 TRF-GL  18 
TDLF-25000 
EASTERN 
GERMANY 1 TRF-GL  18 
Burgas 5 Energy  
TDLF-40000 
EASTERN 
GERMANY 1 TRF-GL  21,1 
TDLF40000 
EASTERN 
GERMANY 1 TRF-G  21,1 
TDLF25000 
EASTERN 
GERMANY 1 TRF-GL  18 
KDRF/v300001 
EASTERN 
GERMANY 1 TRF-GL  69 
Varna 4 Energy  
TDLF40000 
EASTERN 
GERMANY 2 TRF-G  39 
DKDF-A1 
EASTERN 
GERMANY 1 TRF-G  31,8 
TDLF-40000 
EASTERN 
GERMANY 2 TRF-G  42 
Veliko 
Tarnovo 3 
Energy 
 
KDRF-300001 
EASTERN 
GERMANY 2 TRF-GL  138 
Pleven 1 Energy DKDF-A1 
EASTERN 
GERMANY 1 TRF-G  33 
Plovdiv 1 Energy KDRF300001 
EASTERN 
GERMANY 2 TRF-GL  138 
TDLF31500 
EASTERN 
GERMANY 1 TRF-G  22,5 Sofia-city 2 Energy 
TDLF25000 
EASTERN 
GERMANY 1 TRF-G  18 
TDLF25000 
EASTERN 
GERMANY 1 TRF-G  18 
DKDF-A1 
EASTERN 
GERMANY 5 ТRF-G  159 
KDRF300001 
EASTERN 
GERMANY 2 TRF-GL  138 
Sofia-district 4 Energy  
KDRF300001 
EASTERN 
GERMANY 2 TRF-GL  138 
TDLF25000 
EASTERN 
GERMANY 2 TRF-G  56,6 
1 
Stara Zagora 2 Energy  
ТDLF50000 
EASTERN 
GERMANY 2 TRF-G  45 
2 Vratsa 1 
Energy/Nuclear power 
plant KWE160001 
EASTERN 
GERMANY 4 Nitro10TX ГДР 208 
Total for Bulgaria 24    41   1642,1 
 
In total, 41 transformers with assumed PCB content higher than 50 ppm with 1,642.1 tons of 
transformer oil have been identified in 10 administrative areas in Bulgaria. 
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The owners of these transformers are two companies from the Energy sector. Only the total quantity 
of transformer oils assumed to have PCB content higher than 50 ppm has been identified, but not 
the weight of the equipment. 
 
TRANSFORMERS AND TRANSFORMER OILS WITH ASSUMED PCB CONTENT 
 
Table 2B-3 presents data about the transformers and transformer oils with assumed PCB content, by 
area.  
Table 2B-3- Transformers and transformer oils with assumed PCB content in Bulgaria, by areas, in 2003 
N
o. Area 
Number of 
enterprises Transformers Oils Used, in storage 
Fresh, in 
storage Total 
      Units Tons Tons Tons   
1  Burgas 3 44 10,81     10,81 
2  Varna 2 3 84     84 
3 Veliko Tarnovo 4 884 508,8 4,72 1,2 514,72 
4  Vratsa 3 59 272,96 2,62 20,44 296,02 
5  Gabrovo 2 1100 567,1     567,1 
6  Kardzhali 1 8 76,86     76,86 
7  Kyustendil 2 13 219,05     219,05 
8  Lovech 2 10 7,53     7,53 
9  Pleven 1 9 0,18     0,18 
10  Plovdiv 2 22 164,81    164,81 
11  Razgrad 2 21 6,5     6,5 
12  Russe 1 1 28,1     28,1 
13  Silistra 2 804 232,1     232,1 
14  Sliven 1 1       0 
15  Sofia-district 1 5 0,74     0,74 
16  Stara Zagora 4 94 295,04 2,9 15,2 313,14 
17  Targovishte 1 3 9     9 
18  Yambol 1 1       0 
Total for Bulgaria 35 3082 2483,58 10,24 36,84 2530,66 
 
3,082 operational transformers with assumed PCB content and containing 2,483.58 tons of 
transformer oils have been identified in Bulgaria. The highest number of transformers with assumed 
PCB content are in the areas Gabrovo, Veliko Tarnovo, and Silistra. There are 10, 24 tons of used 
transformer oils with assumed PCB content, and the fresh oil in storage is 36, 84 tons. 
The transformers and transformer oils with assumed PCB content are owned by 36 companies, 
mainly from the energy sector. All transformers are imported mainly from the USSR, Eastern 
Germany, Poland, and Czechoslovakia, and have been manufactured before 1988. 
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PCB containing condensers and capacitor oils 
Table 2B-4 presents data about PCB containing capacitors and capacitor oils in Bulgaria, by area, in 
2003. 
 
Table 2B-4 – Data about PCB containing capacitors and capacitor oils in Bulgaria, by area, in 2003 
No. Area RIEW Capacitors Oils 
Spare, in 
storage Used, in storage Total 
      Units kg Units Units  units 
1  Burgas Burgas 15 721,5     15 
2  Veliko Tarnovo Veliko Tarnovo 100     50 150 
3  Lovech Pleven 319     21 340 
4  Pazardzhik Pazardzhik   348   87 87 
5  Plovdiv Plovdiv 576 1694 18   594 
6  Russe Russe 8      8 
7  Sofia-city Sofia 485 4560   456 941 
8  Stara Zagora Stara Zagora 180       180 
9  Haskovo Haskovo 86 575 14   100 
Total for Bulgaria 1769 7898,5 32 614 2415 
 
In total, 2,415 PCB containing capacitors, or 13% of all capacitors in Bulgaria have been identified 
in nine administrative areas. There are 1,769 PCB containing capacitors still in use, or 73% of all 
PCB containing capacitors, 59% of which are located in Sofia city (485) and Plovdiv (576). There 
are 614 used PCB containing capacitors, and 32 spare PCB capacitors in storage. The PCB 
containing capacitor oils currently in the equipment are 7,899 tons. 
 
 
Distribution by sector of condensers with PCBs, 
by number of condensers 
203 units - 8%
662 units - 27%
298 units - 12% 
1252 units - 53% 
Chemical industry 
Metallurgy and mining 
Food industry 
Machine building  
 
Figure 2B-3- Sectoral distribution of PCB condensers in Bulgaria, by number of condensers, in 2003 
National Profile for the Management of Chemical Substances and Preparations in the Republic of Bulgaria 
 
 Chapter 2 – page 15
 
Distribution by sector of condensers, containing PCBS,  
by oil quantity in kg 
4560 kg - 58% 
348 kg - 4%
575 kg - 7% 
2415,5 kg - 31% 
Rail transport Chemical industry 
Metallurgy and mining Machine building 
 
Figure 2B-4- Distribution by sector of PCB condensers in Bulgaria, by oil quantity in kg, in 2003 
 
The 100% PCB condensers are owned by 15 enterprises, mainly from the chemical, machine 
building and metallurgical sectors. The PCB capacitors still in use are imported from the former 
Eastern Germany and from the former USSR. Many companies have not declared the quantities and 
brands of oil in their capacitors, while others have no data about the type and number of capacitors. 
PCB containing capacitor oils are imported mainly from Germany and from the USSR – Orophen, 
CD, and TCDP.  TCDP (trichlordiphenyl) has the highest share by number of capacitors (78%), and 
by quantity of oil (82%).  
The expert assessment based on multiplication of the total quantity of declared PCB capacitors 
(2,415) and on the average content of PCB in Russian capacitors (16,5 kg) shows that the actual 
quantity of PCB capacitor oils is perhaps 5 times larger (39,848 tons) than the declared oil 
quantities (7,899 tons). 
The PCB containing capacitors represent 14% of Bulgaria’s inventoried capacitors, and they 
contain 30% of the total quantity of oil. The Machine building sector holds the highest share by 
number of PCB capacitors (53%), and by oil quantity (58%). 
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Assumed PCB containing capacitors and capacitor oils 
Table 2B - 4 presents data about capacitors and capacitor oils with assumed PCB content by 
capacitor type. 
Table 2B-4 – Data about assumed PCB containing capacitors and capacitor oils in Bulgaria, by area, in 2003 
No. Area RIEW capacitors Oils 
Spare, in 
storage 
Used, in 
storage Total 
      Units kg Units Units Units 
1  Veliko Tarnovo Veliko Tarnovo 54       54 
2  Vidin Montana 24       24 
3  Vratsa Vratsa 61 1650     61 
4  Lovech Pleven       9 9 
5  Pazardzhik Pazardzhik 36       36 
6  Pleven Pleven 14       14 
7  Plovdiv Plovdiv 587 1100 151   738 
8  Razgrad Russe 60 400     60 
9  Russe Russe 5       5 
10  Smolyan Smolyan 114 26,22     114 
11  Sofia-city Sofia 50 88 17 46 113 
12  Sofia-district Sofia 83   53 48 184 
13  Stara Zagora  Stara Zagora 1053   24 30 1107 
14  Haskovo Haskovo 18     97 115 
Total for Bulgaria 2159 3264,22 245 230 2634 
In total, 2,634 assumed PCB containing capacitors, or 15% of all capacitors in Bulgaria have been 
identified in 14 administrative areas. There are 2,159 assumed PCB containing capacitors, or 81% 
of all PCB assumed capacitors, with 75% located in the Stara Zagora and Plovdiv areas. The spare 
PCB assumed capacitors are 245, and those out of use are 230. The PCB assumed capacitor oils 
currently in the equipment are 3,264 tons.  
The total PCB content in capacitor and transformer oil amounts to 335,123 tons. The total number 
of PCB-polluted equipment is 2,573 units – 158 transformers and 2,415 capacitors. The total 
number of transformers with assumed PCB content higher than 50 ppm is 41 units containing 1,642 
tons of oil. The total quantity of PCB assumed transformer and capacitor oils currently in the 
equipment is 2,534 tons. The total number of assumed PCB-polluted equipment is 5,716 units – 
3,082 transformers and 2,634 capacitors.  
 
2.3. Industrial and hazardous waste. 
Data about industrial and hazardous waste are collected and processed by the Executive 
Environmental Agency on the basis of annual information cards prepared by persons whose 
activities involve generation and/or treatment of such waste. Data gathering conforms to the 
European Catalogue of Waste and to the current Bulgarian legislation. The national classification of 
waste conforms to the European classification and the data are comparable. 
The year 2000 data shows that 22,707.000 tons of industrial and hazardous waste have been 
generated in Bulgaria. The largest relative share is held by overburden removal, extraction and 
processing of ores and minerals. The waste in this group is 19,739.000 tons (not including rocks 
and soil) and is disposed of in specialized landfills. The characteristics of waste from overburden 
removal, extraction and processing of minerals and ores have caused their exclusion from the 
industrial and hazardous waste data. 
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Industrial waste  
546 Bulgarian industries have generated 2,210.338 tons of industrial waste in the year 2000. The 
highest share is held by inorganic waste from thermal processes at 46%, followed by waste from 
inorganic chemical processes – 32%. Non-ferrous and ferrous metal extraction waste and paper, 
plastic and glass waste are 191,000 tons, of which 92% are processed at source or are submitted for 
processing by other enterprises or companies trading in waste.  
A total of 598,831 tons of waste has been bought out from natural and legal persons. The processed 
waste comprises 487,452 tons of ferrous and non-ferrous metals, 96,068 tons of paper, 7,767 tons of 
glass and 617 tons of plastic. 
 
Hazardous waste 
Data about hazardous waste is collected in Bulgaria only within the system of the MoEW (by the 
EEPA) by means of information cards documenting the name, quantity, properties, movement, 
storage and disposal of waste by enterprises whose activity involves hazardous waste generation 
and/or treatment.  
 
Table 2C-1 – Hazardous waste type and quantity 
Code Waste type Generate waste 
quantity/ tons 
04.00.00 Wastes from leather and textile industry ~27 000 
05.00.00 Waste from petroleum refining; natural gas purification and coal 
pyrolysis 
156 900 
06.00.00 Waste from inorganic chemical processes ~20 000 
10.00.00 Inorganic waste from thermal processes 379 440 
11.00.00 Inorganic waste containing metals from metals’ processing and metal 
coatings, as well as from hydrometallurgy of non-ferrous metals 
~22 000 
12.00.00 Waste from mechanical and surface treatment of metals, pottery, fibre 
glass 
~21 000 
13.00.00 Oil wastes (without vegetable oils and those of codes 05.00.00 and 
12.00.00) 
~15 000 
19.00.00 Waste from waste treatment equipment; form waste water treatment 
plants and from water economy sector 
77 320 
TOTAL 757 817  
 
 
The data in Table 2C-1 refer to the quantities of hazardous waste generated in Bulgaria in the year 
2000. The table presents only those groups of waste generated annually at more than 10000 tons.  
The data is taken from the Annual Book on the State of the Environment in the Republic of 
Bulgaria, 2000; (The Green Book) Figure 2.C.-1 presents data about the quantities of treated 
hazardous waste in each RIEW. 
The hazardous waste generated in the year 2000 in Bulgaria is 757,817 tons by 934 enterprises. 
Thirty enterprises are source of 97% of all generated hazardous waste. The largest hazardous waste 
generators are “Kremikovtsi” JSC and “Lukoil-Neftochim-Burgas” JSC, and they have reported 
58% of the annual quantities.  
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Figure 2C-1- Quantities of treated hazardous waste by RIEWs 
 
The information available at present reflects mainly quantitative parameters of the waste. The MH 
and IHE issue sanitary statements about activities involving hazardous waste. 
Table 2C-2 presents summarized data about the POP containing hazardous waste in 2003. 
 
Table 2C-2 – Type and quantity of POP containing hazardous waste in 2003 
Code Waste type Unit Quantity 
02 01  Waste from agriculture (orchards, flowers and gardening), forestry, hunting and 
fisheries 
02.01.08 Agrochemical waste containing hazardous substances (obsolete 
and expired PPCs): 
− in storage;  
− in BB cubes 
tons 
 
tons 
tons  
12394
8835
3359
13 01  Waste hydraulic oils 
13 01 01 PCB containing hydraulic oils 
− fresh transformer oils in storage, containing 100% PCBs  
− fresh transformer oils in storage, 100% PCB assumed  
tons 
tons 
 
tons 
43,64
6,8
36,84
13 03  Used insulation and heat transferring oils  
13.03.01 Processed insulation and heat transferring oils containing PCBs 
− transformer oils containing 100% PCBs  
− transformer oils with assumed PCB content  
tons 
 
tons 
tons 
20,12
10,24 
9,88
16 02  Waste from electrical and electronic equipment 
16.02.09 Transformers and condensers containing PCB 
− Used condensers containing PCBs  
− Assumed PCB containing used condensers 
units 
units  
units 
844
614
230
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Consistent with the Basel Convention, nine POPs – DDT, hexachlorbenzene, aldrin, chlordane, 
dieldrin, endrin, heptachlor, and mirex – have been classified as hazardous waste, and the 
Stockholm Convention requires that Bulgaria should take measures to restrict the environmental-
quality impacts of POP pesticides in storage. 
The disposal is carried out in two ways: repair and securing of warehouses – storage facilities 
meeting all requirements for storage of hazardous substances, and storage in reinforced concrete 
containers (Figure 2C-2), known as BB cubes. Each contains 5 m3 of waste pesticides.  
 
 
Figure 2C-2 – External appearance of a BB cube, manufactured by BalBok Engineering Ltd. 
Hazardous waste are agrochemical waste, including those that are banned, obsolete or expired plant 
protection chemicals, disposed in all warehouses and BB cubes, amounting to 12,394 tons in 2003. 
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Figure 2C-3 – Obsolete and unusable Plant Protection Chemicals stockpiles /tons/ in storage and in BB cubes,        
for the period 2001-2003 
The quantities of obsolete or expired plant protection chemicals disposed in warehouses has 
increased from 5,564 tons in 2001 to 8,835 tons in 2003, and those disposed of in BB cubes, from 
1,851 tons to 3,359 tons, owing to the strict control, constantly improving reporting and 
identification of stored preparations, and to the discovering of new quantities of abandoned 
pesticides. 
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Dynamics of PPCs in BB cubes by year 
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Figure 2C-4- Dynamics of the plant protection chemicals in BB cubes in the period 2001-2003 in Bulgaria 
 
The number of BB cubes has increased rapidly during the period 2001-2003 from 468 units in 2001 
to 957 in 2003. 
 Dynamics of the number of storage facilities, lands and  
municipalities with plant protection chemicals by year 
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Figure 2C-5- Dynamics of the number of storage facilities, lands and municipalities with plant protection chemicals 
in the period 2001-2003 in Bulgaria 
Of all 256 municipalities in Bulgaria, 198 warehoused obsolete and unusable plant protection 
chemicals in 2003 and in 70 municipalities the PPC are safely collected, processed with inert 
materials, overpacked, transported and contained in BB cubes or in repaired storage facilities.  
The process of safe storage of unusable PPCs is complete in Veliko Tarnovo, Gabrovo, Smolyan 
and Kyustendil. The problem is almost completely resolved in the following areas: Burgas, Varna, 
Vratsa, Kardzhali, Montana, Sliven, Targovishte and Yambol. Several other areas have achieved 
satisfactory levels. The problem has a temporary solution in the remaining municipality, which 
involves annual monitoring of storage facilities. 
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Figure 2C- 6- Dynamics of storage facilities for obsolete or expired PPCs for the period 2001-2003 in Bulgaria 
 
The number of storage facilities for unusable and obsolete pesticides has decreased from 772 in 
2001 to 651 in 2003, but the number of centralised storage facilities has grown rapidly from 16 to 
72. 
 
 
       
Figure 2C-7 – Unrepaired and repaired storage facility for obsolete or unusable PPCs 
 
Old storage facilities are gradually repaired and the newly repaired are provided with guards. 
Hazardous waste is generated also by used PCB containing transformers and condensers, 844 units, 
including PCB condensers, 614 units, and PCB assumed condensers, 230 units. PCB containing 
hydraulic oils amount to 43,64 tons, including fresh transformer oils in storage, containing 100% 
PCBs – 6,8 tons – and fresh transformer oils in storage with assumed PCB content – 36,84 tons. 
The used insulation and heat-transfer oils containing PCBs are 20,12 tons, and the transformer oils 
containing 100% PCBs are 10,24 tons, while PCB assumed transformer oils are 9,88 tons. 
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2.4. Unintentionally generated POPs 
 
The emissions from all anthropogenic sources of POPs are summarized in 11 main groups: 
combustion processes in energy generation and transformation; combustion processes in trading, 
administrative and household sectors, in agriculture, in forestry and in water supply and sewerage; 
industrial combustion processes; industrial processes; production and distribution of fossil fuels; 
use of solvents; road transport; other motor vehicles and machines; waste treatment and disposal; 
agriculture and forestry, and changes in land-use and in nature. 
The emissions of unintentionally generated POPs – dioxins and furans, polychlorinated biphenyls 
and hexachlorbenzene – in the atmospheric air, for the period 2000 – 2002, are summarized by 
source category in Table 2D-1. Figures 2D-1, 2 and 3 present the relative shares of main processes 
by category, while figures 2D-4, 5 and 6 present sources of unintentionally generated POPs (from 
combustion processes in industry) by areas in 2002. 
Table 1D-1 Emissions of unintentionally generated POPs for the period 2000 - 2002 
Category of emissions PCDD/PCDF in g/year PCB kg/year HCB kg/year 
 2000 2001 2002 2000 2001 2002 2000 2001 2002 
1. combustion processes 
in energy generation and 
transformation; 109,1974 102.049 105.4 40,6394 37,799 39 0     
2. combustion processes 
in trading, 
administrative and 
household sectors, in 
agriculture, in forestry 
and in water supply and 
sewerage; 58,3389 44.920 59.4 141,373 124,6 156,8 0     
3. industrial combustion 
processes; 16,3823 8.325 7,5 5,151 1,9849 2 0     
4. industrial processes; 21,5054 20.464 19,1       19 15 16 
5. production and 
distribution of fossil 
fuels; 0           0     
6. use of solvents; 0           0     
7. road transport; 7,226 6.241 9,2 41,236 35,8 41,3 0     
8. other motor vehicles 
and machines; 9,685 11.494 10,9 0,076 11,5 10,9 0     
9. waste treatment and 
disposal; 10,193 7.362 6.978 0 0,059 0,056 35 27 22,28 
10. agriculture and 
forestry, and changes in 
land-use 0           0     
11. Nature 0           0     
Total annual emissions 232,528 200.855 218.478 228,475 211,743 250,056 54 42 38,28 
 
The POPs generated unintentionally in the period 2000-2002 in Bulgaria are the following:  
− PCDD/PCDF: 218÷232 g/year. 
− PCB: 211 ÷ 250 kg/year. 
− HCB: 38 ÷ 54 kg/year.  
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The sources of PCDD/PCDF and PCB emissions are distributed throughout the country. Allocated 
per capita and unit of area, the POP emission values in 2002 are the following: Dioxins and furans 
- 218,50 g/ 110 993 km2 = 0,00197 g/km2 
- 218.50 g/ 8 283 200 residents = 0.000026 g/per capita 
Polychlorinated biphenyls  
- 250 kg/ 110 993 km2 = 0,00225 kg/km2 
- 250 kg/ 8 283 200 residents = 0.00003 kg/per capita 
 
Shares of the main processes generating PCDD/F, in 2002 
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Figure 2D-1 – Relative share of main processes generating dioxins and furans 
 
Combustion processes are the main source of dioxin and furan emissions. The combustion 
processes in energy generation and transformation (thermal power plants) have shown a gradual 
irregular decrease until 2001, at an annual average of 3 – 5%, and 36% for the entire period. The 
reduction in dioxin/furan emissions for the period 1990-2002 is approximately 60% and is caused 
mainly by the groups of combustion processes in the household sector (37% reduction), and 
industrial combustion processes (90% reduction). One likely explanation of this is the decrease in 
industrial production.  
The thermal power plants emit approximately 49% of the total quantity of PCDD/F, followed by 
household combustion – 27% – and industrial combustion processes and production – 14%. In the 
category “combustion processes in energy generation and transformation”, 84% of the emissions 
are generated by thermal power plants with capacity higher than 100 MW, and in the category 
“combustion processes in commerce, administration and household sector, agriculture, forestry, and 
water supply and sewerage”, 97% of the emissions are from residential heaters. The largest share in 
the category “industrial combustion processes” is held by industrial heat generation plants with 
capacity below 50 MW. Metallurgy is the main source of emissions of dioxins and furans in the 
“industrial processes” category. 
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Figure 2D-4 Identified sources of unintentionally generated PCDD/F (from industrial combustion processes)            
by areas in 2002 
The main sources of PCDD/F emissions are the big industrial and transport centres (big cities), with 
58% of the emissions from industrial combustion processes being emitted in Stara Zagora area, 
where the most of Bulgaria’s thermal energy sector is located. 
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Figure 2D-2 – Relative share of main PCB generating processes 
 
The categories “Combustion processes in trading, administrative and household sectors, in 
agriculture, in forestry and in water supply and sewerage”, “Road transport” and “Combustion 
processes in power generation and transformation” are the main sources of PCB emissions. The 
annual PCB emissions for the period 1990-2002 are almost the same. There is an emission 
reduction trend in all categories except for the category “Combustion processes in trading, 
administrative and household sectors, in agriculture, in forestry and in water supply and sewerage” 
where annual fluctuations follow different directions.  
Dioxins and Furans  
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The largest PCB emitter is the household sector at 62% followed by the combustion processes in 
power generation and transformation and by road transport at 32% of the total emitted quantities. In 
the category “combustion processes in power generation and transformation”, 92% of the emissions 
are from thermal power plants above 100 MW. In the category “Combustion processes in trading, 
administrative and household sectors, in agriculture, in forestry and in water supply and sewerage” 
almost 100% of the emissions are from domestic heating appliances. 
 
 
Figure 2D-5 Identified sources of unintentionally generated PCBs (from industrial combustion processes)                     
by areas in 2002 
The largest PCB emissions have occurred in Sofia-city at 30% (predominantly from thermal power 
plants), Haskovo area at 30% (predominantly from the textile industries) and Stara Zagora area at 15% 
(predominantly from thermal power plants and the food industry). 
 
 Shares of the main HCB generating processes, in 2002 
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Figure 2D-3 – Relative share of main HCB generating processes 
 
 
The two sources of hexachlorbenzene into the atmospheric air are the categories “industrial 
processes” and “waste treatment and disposal”, with a continued downward trend. A sharp decrease 
Polychlorinated 
Biphenyls 
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(by an approximate factor of 9) has been observed in the period 1990-1995 and is caused by the 
decline in industrial production. 
The sources of HCB emissions from industrial processes are electrical furnaces in steel mills. They 
amount to 42% of the all HCBs emitted in 2002 г. The largest source of pollution in the category 
“waste treatment and disposal” is the combustion of industrial and household waste.   
 
Figure 2D-6 Identified sources of unintentionally generated HCBs (from industrial combustion processes)                    
by areas in 2002 
The largest HCB emissions are from the metallurgical plants concentrated in the areas Pernik and 
Sofia-city.  
The lack of substantial restructuring in the industrial sector and the insignificant changes in the 
quantity, type and quality of fuel used in power and heat generation explain the minimal upward or 
downward change of the emissions of POPs such as dioxins, furans and polychlorinated biphenyls 
in the last three years of anthropogenic activity. The increased use of coal and wood in the 
household sector has increased PCDD/F and PCB emissions. 
Hexachlorbenzene 
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CHAPTER 3:  PRIORITY CONCERNS RELATED TO  
                  CHEMICAL    PRODUCTION/GENERATION,      
                  IMPORT, EXPORT AND USE 
 
All industrial sectors use in their production processes various raw materials and chemicals, either 
produced in Bulgaria or imported from other countries. The manufacturing capacity of the chemical 
plants’ equipment meets the country’s needs for chemicals and a significant part of the chemicals 
produced are being exported. The export is successful because the companies producing those 
chemicals have been awarded certification under ISO-9000 quality management system. Chemical 
plants are concentrated in separate regions and centres and this fact creates potential risks of local 
contamination of environment with chemical substances. The processes connected with production, 
usage and storage of chemicals as well as the related emissions of various gaseous, liquid and solid 
contaminants create potential risks to the atmosphere, soil and water. 
 
3.1. Priority Concerns Related to Chemicals Import, Production and Use 
 
There is a stable downward trend for atmospheric air pollution from industrial sectors in Bulgaria 
(mainly because of decrease in production). This decreases the number and the significance of 
burst pollution of the environment (water, air, soil) caused by the manufacturing process of 
industrial plants over the whole country’s territory. The process of industrial privatization in 
Bulgaria was used as a tool to bring industries in compliance with the environmental legislation. 
A national policy for remediation of past damages caused by industrial plants’ activities is being 
carried out through involving the Governmental institutions in the process.  
 
Table 3.A – Description of Problem Areas 
 
Nature of the Problem City / Region Source of pollution Chemicals / Pollutants 
Possibility of air, soil 
and water pollution 
Plovdiv region Non-ferrous metallurgy Sulphur oxides, nitrogen oxides, 
non-methane volatile organic 
compounds, dust, Lead, Zinc, 
Copper, carbon oxide, Cobalt, 
Manganese 
Possibility of air, soil 
and water pollution 
Pirdop region Non-ferrous metallurgy 
and extractive industry 
Sulphur oxides, nitrogen oxides, 
non-methane volatile organic 
compounds, dust, Copper, Arsenic, 
carbon oxide 
Possibility of air, soil 
and water pollution 
Bourgas region Petrochemical industry Sulphuric oxides, NOx, organic 
pollutants, carbon oxide  
Possibility of air, soil 
and water pollution 
Stara Zagora region 
Dimitrovgrad region 
Coal mining 
Thermal Power Plants 
Sulphur oxides, nitrogen oxides, 
dust containing Copper, Zinc, 
Lead, Ammonia, carbon oxide. 
Possibility of air, soil 
and water pollution 
Sofia/Eliseina 
Pernik/Buhovo 
Novi Han/Kremikovtsi 
Non-ferrous metallurgy, 
ferrous metallurgy 
Coal mining 
Storage of radioactive 
waste 
Sulphur oxides, nitrogen oxides, 
non-methane volatile organic 
compounds, dust, Lead, Zinc, 
Copper, carbon oxide, Cobalt, 
Manganese radionuclides  
Possibility of air, soil 
and water pollution 
Kozloduy / Svishtov Nuclear Power Stations 
(NPSs) 
Chemical industry, 
cellulose production 
Radionuclides, organic pollutants 
Sulphuric oxides, NOx, dust, 
organic pollutants 
Possibility of air, soil 
and water pollution 
Pleven / Zlatna Panega Petrochemical industry 
Cement industry 
Nitrogen and sulphur oxides, 
organic pollutants, dust  
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Nature of the Problem City / Region Source of pollution Chemicals / Pollutants 
Possibility of air, soil 
and water pollution 
Varna region / Devnya Chemical industry, 
Cement industry, TPSs, 
production of mineral 
fertilizers 
Sulphur oxides, nitrogen oxides, 
dust, non-methane volatile organic 
compounds 
Possibility of air, soil 
and water pollution 
Kardzhali Non-ferrous metallurgy Sulphur oxides, nitrogen oxides, 
non-methane volatile organic 
compounds, dust, Lead, Zinc, 
Copper, carbon oxide, Cobalt, 
Manganese 
 
Atmospheric pollution 
Industry and automotive transport are the main sources of lead pollution, and the industrial 
emissions comprise 55%. Industry also causes 95 % of cadmium emissions and 76% of mercury 
emissions. Nearly one-third of cadmium emissions result from combustion of liquid fuels in small 
combustion facilities in local thermal stations. Static industrial sources generate about 64% of 
dioxins and furans. Atmospheric air quality at industrial sites is influenced by diffused sources of 
pollution. 
The daily bulletins about environment status issued by the Ministry of Environment and Water 
(MOEW) do not indicate significant atmospheric air pollution but only episodic exceeding of limit 
concentrations (LC), regarding some chemical substances. 
Some slag dumps or tailings ponds that are not properly operated or are not closed according to 
requirements are creating local problems concerning air quality caused by secondary pollution. 
 The inventory of harmful substances emitted in the atmosphere is being carried out by 
MOEW and NSI applying the EU methodology - CORINAIR-94, SNAP-94 and the green house 
gases inventory under IPCC methodology, according to the requirements of the United Nations’ 
Framework Convention on climate change. The national air-quality monitoring network comprises 
110 stations. In general, no deteriorating air quality trends are observed in Bulgaria.  
 
 
Surface water contamination 
Anthropogenic activities have had negative impacts on surface water and its quality through 
alteration of flow regimes and discharging of faecal and industrial wastewater. Some indirect 
factors are atmospheric pollution by rainfalls and sediments in water catchers. The surface-water 
quality monitoring system is well organized. 
The industrial sector is responsible for about 87% of the wastewater generated by the “industry” 
sector. Main polluters are the petroleum industry, chemical and metallurgical industry. A 
management and information system for the status of waste water has been implemented. The trend 
toward improved and stable surface and coastal sea water is improving as an integral result of 
technological renovation of production processes and closing down of non-efficient and heavily 
polluting industrial plants in the process of privatization, and of increased water-quality 
management efficiency through improved pollution control and construction or rehabilitation of 
urban waste water treatment plants and industrial waste water treatment facilities. 
Approximately 25% of all treated wastewater is treated by mechanical means, and the rest are 
subject to biological treatment. 
The use and storage of pesticides, mineral fertilizers and various agricultural chemicals are a 
potential threat danger to surface water because of their capability of easy penetration of surface 
and ground water and, thus, pollute large areas.  
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Ground water pollution 
In general, groundwater quality is good and the main groundwater quality parameters are not in 
excess of the admissible limit values (ALV) for ground water pollution. Some cases of local 
pollution of underground water with nitrates or other pollutants have been identified. Groundwater 
monitoring for harmful and hazardous pollutants included in Appendices 1 and 2 of Regulation 1 on 
the Prospecting, Use and Protection of Groundwater transposing the requirements of Directive 
80/68/EEC has begun during the recent years. Only few analyses show separate cases of pollution 
with petroleum products, phenols and pesticides. There are 213 posts for taking samples of 
underground water and its quality assessment. 
 
Drinking water contamination 
Drinking water sources are being constantly controlled by the state agencies for drinking water 
management. The Ministry of Health through the Directorate carries out monitoring and reporting 
on drinking water quality for Health Prophylaxis & State Sanitary Control and Institute for Hygiene 
& Epidemiology (IHE). Water supply and sewerage companies also exercise control over the 
drinking water quality, they have their own database and collaborate with IHE. 
Before entering the water supply network, drinking water is treated and mineralized further and is 
subject to permanent monitoring for compliance with the drinking water standards. 
 
Soil contamination 
Lands and soils contaminated with heavy metals have been subject to detailed study and have been 
mapped by degree of pollution and by polluted area, down to owner level. Pollution is local in 
nature in the ecological “hot spots”, which are subject to special monitoring and control for all 
parameters. Monitoring and control of soils is conducted on an annual basis by means of constant 
monitoring points that are part of the NАSЕМ. 
The main sources of soil contamination in Bulgaria continue to be the large industrial plants, mines 
and industrial wastewater. Chemicals, motor transport and irrigation (except for rivers polluted by 
mining wastewater) are not hazardous to soils at the moment. 
Agricultural production is developed throughout Bulgaria and requires the use of various chemicals 
(pesticides) and mainly fertilizers. The environmental impacts are caused by their production and 
storage. 
No lands and soils have been registered as polluted with PAHs and PCBs. No lands and soils have 
been registered as polluted by permitted pesticides. 
DDT and metabolite residues are still registered in soils in Bulgaria in isolated cases which requires 
further tracing and repetition of sampling there 
 
Pesticide residue in food 
Pesticides are widely used in agriculture, which is developed in all regions of Bulgaria. A network 
of points for monitoring of the accumulation of pesticides in food has been built in Bulgaria. A 
special pesticide-import permitting regime admits only pesticides registered for sale in Bulgaria. 
Excessive use of pesticides is subject to control. 
 
Heavy metals in food  
The accumulation of heavy metals in foods results from soil and water pollution. Accumulation of 
heavy metals in agricultural produce is likely mainly in the areas with developed non-ferrous and 
ferrous metallurgy. A system of regional centres for monitoring of the heavy metals in food exists 
in these areas. The measures for preventing of soil and water pollution with heavy metals and their 
penetrating into foods include treatment of industrial wastewater and air emissions. The so-called 
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“alternative agriculture” is introduced in higher pollution risk areas alongside the sustainable land 
management and use systems conforming to the purpose of the lands. 
 
Imports of chemicals and preparations of unknown composition 
No imports of chemicals or preparations of unknown composition are possible in Bulgaria. There 
are specialized laboratories that analyse substances and issue a relevant document certifying that a 
qualitative and quantitative analysis has been made. 
 
Industrial or transport accidents involving chemicals 
Just like European, Bulgarian chemical industry also uses various logistic services, offered by third 
countries for storage, handling and transportation of raw materials, semi -finished and finished 
products. Under the voluntary initiative of chemical industries called “Responsible Care”, early in 
the 1990’s CEFIC developed the ICE Program (System for reaction to accidents), aimed to improve 
safe work related to transportation, storage and handling of chemical substances. Since 2002, 
sixteen Bulgarian industrial companies have been working within the Responsible care program 
under the Bulgarian Chamber of Chemical Industries (BCCI). The key element of this program is 
the development of a Safety and Quality Assessment System (SQAS), each one using a specific 
manner of transportation or logistics (motor transport, railway transport, mixed transport, cleaning 
stations, packaged ship cargoes, bulk ship cargoes, storage terminals and river transport). At the 
present, in Bulgaria only companies transporting sea cargoes work under SQAS. 
Chemical industries in Bulgaria have responded to the harmonization of its legislation with that of 
the EU by starting the implementation of the Regulation on the conditions and procedures for issue 
of permits concerning building up and operation of new or existing plants and installations where a 
system is being implemented for preventing serious accidents with dangerous chemical substances 
or limiting consequences from them, transposing the Seveso II Directive. When designing or 
operating industries with potential for accidents, operators must develop reports on the policy to 
prevent large-scale accidents, assessment of the risk of large accidents, safety reports, and 
emergency action plans. 
Prevention of accidents involving chemicals is ensured through the coordination between the 
competent authorities concerned with prevention of accidents and mitigation of their consequences: 
MH, MOEW, the Civil Protection Department, the National Fire and Emergency Safety Service 
(NFESS), etc. 
With a view to successful implementation of the European initiative reaction to accidents, the BCCI 
is developing a national scheme called “Transport and Accidents Information Management System” 
(TAIMS), which will include a number of chemical companies, each having built structures and 
experience in this field and providing 1st level aid during chemical accidents and emergencies. In 
this connection, the BCCI has held discussions and negotiations and has prepared frame agreements 
with the Civil Protection department and with the NFESS for provision of 1st level aid. 
NFESS, AEBTRI and BCCI have data bases containing Safety Data sheets for some chemicals; 
Material Data Safety Sheets for pesticides are available at the NCHMEN; The Environmental 
Training Association has developed an integrated information system IRIS and CAMEO of US 
EPA.  
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Table 3.B – Priority Concerns Related to Chemicals 
Nature of the 
Problem 
Scale of 
Proble
m (1) 
Level of 
concern 
(2) 
Ability to 
control 
problem (2) 
Availability of 
statistical data 
Specific chemicals creating 
concerns  
Priority 
Ranking 
(3)  
Atmospheric 
pollution 
N H H MOEW, MH, NSI 
NASEM 
Sulphur oxides, nitrogen 
oxides, non-methane volatile 
organic compounds, dust, 
metal aerosols 
1 
Sea-water 
pollution 
R H M MOEW, BASc, MH organic compounds, hydrogen 
sulphide 
2 
Surface water 
pollution  
N H H 
 
EEA, BASc, Water 
and Cascade Chains 
company 
organic compounds 
nitrates, phosphates 
metals 
2 
ground water 
pollution 
R H  M 
 
EEA, MH (IHE) metals, nitrates 
sulphuric compounds, salts 
2 
Soil pollution R H H MOEW, EEPA, 
MAF 
heavy metals 
Pesticides 
nitrates, PAH, PCB 
3 
Drinking water 
pollution and 
regime of use 
R H H MH(IHE) 
Water Supply and 
Sewerage 
Companies, 
NCHMEN 
metals 
nitrates 
3 
Hazardous waste 
disposal 
N H M MOEW (RIEW) 
MAF 
heavy metals 
dioxins and furans, dust 
1 
Occupational 
health: 
agriculture 
N H N MLSP, MH, 
(NCHMEN, IHE), 
MAF 
Pesticides  
plant protection chemicals 
 
3 
Occupational 
health: Industrial 
N H M MH, NCHMEN 
MLSP 
heavy metals 
organic compounds 
industrial dust 
3 
Public health N H H MH 
 
heavy metals 1 
Chemical 
accidents: 
Industrial 
N H H CPSA, MH, MOEW 
NSFES 
organic compounds, sulphur 
oxides, nitrogen oxides, 
ammonia, chlorine 
3 
 
Chemical 
accidents: 
Transport 
N H H CPSA, SCPPCA, 
MOEW, MH 
organic compounds, sulphur 
and nitrogen oxides, inorganic 
acids 
3 
Import of 
chemicals 
N H H MOEW, MH, MAF, 
NCA, NRA 
industrial 
domestic 
agricultural 
radioactive 
2 
Storage 
Disposal of 
Obsolete 
chemicals 
R H H CPSA, MAF, MI, 
EEA, MH 
NRA 
radioactive substances 
non-biodegradable co-
polymers 
1 
Chemical 
Poisoning 
N H H MH, NHIC, I.Rilski 
hospital, Pirogov 
Hospital 
drugs 
Pesticides 
household chemicals 
2 
Persistent organic 
pollutants 
N H H EEA, MH 
MAF 
pesticides of unknown 
composition 
1 
persistent organic 
pollutants – 
unintentional 
production 
N H M EEA, MH polychlorinated biphenyls in 
emissions, hexachlorbenzene, 
polyaromatic hydrocarbons, 
dioxins and furans 
1 
Persistent organic 
pollutants – 
hazardous waste 
N H M EEA, MH polychlorinated biphenyls in 
transformer and condenser oils 
and equipment  
1 
(Scale of Problem (1) L - local; R - regional; ; N - national 
(Level of concern and Ability to control problem (2) L - low; M - medium; ; H - high 
(3) Priority Ranking: 1 - most serious problem; 2 - problem of secondary importance, and so on. 
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3.2. Comments/Analysis 
Bulgaria has a well-established monitoring system that provides constant and periodic information 
about the state of air, surface, and ground water, soils, etc. Statistical data from environmental 
monitoring during the recent years show that no excess of the ELV occurs in Bulgaria. 
Sampling analyses of soils, water and food in Bulgaria show that no threat to human health and to 
the environment exists and that there are no areas with residual pesticides above the standard, 
except for singular local measurements. 
Concerning production, import, and use of chemical substances, the information is distributed 
among various governmental institutions and their branches, and always is processed jointly. 
Industries are the main factor for the existing “environmental hot spots”. Studies have shown that 
there is lasting reduction of the concentrations of lead, sulphur dioxide, and ammonia in the air 
of the “hot spots”. 
The industries have taken active part in the negotiations on Chapter 22, including the negotiations 
of the transit periods during which investments will be provided to bring industrial production in 
conformity with the up-to-date environmental requirements. Concerning the IPPC regulation, 
MoEW experts have conducted work meetings with all interested industries. Guidelines and 
instructions have been developed in aid of the industries such as the best available techniques 
guidebook and other materials that will be of practical use. 
The disposed hazardous industrial waste containing persistent organic pollutants is a potential 
risk for environmental pollution. 
The storage of POPs – pesticides (in facilities or in BB cubes) creates potential risks of affecting 
certain areas in Bulgaria. These risks will decrease with the construction of a National Hazardous 
Waste Disposal Centre where all obsolete and unusable pesticides will be destroyed on a stage-by-
stage basis. This means that the National Action Plan for Management of Persistent Organic 
Pollutants should make provisions, consistent with Bulgaria’s commitments under the Stockholm 
Convention, for planning and implementation of adequate actions through:  
• Continuation of the policy of the state for construction of centralized storage facilities and 
BB cubes to contain existing quantities of obsolete plant protection chemicals and for 
cleaning up of freed storage facilities and sites. 
• Establishing closer cooperation between the MoEW and the institutions concerned with 
these issues. 
• Establishing of a continued, efficient and strict control of obsolete and prohibited pesticides. 
• Minimizing the storage facilities and responsible safeguarding of prohibited and obsolete 
pesticides in full compliance with the environmental and health-related requirements. 
• Promotion of scientific studies on environmental media and human health from the 
perspective of potentially possible pollution with persistent organic pollutants, and 
exchange of information. 
• Increased public awareness about the impact of POP pesticides on human health and on the 
environment by elaboration and dissemination of education and generally available 
information materials. 
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CHAPTER 4 - LEGAL INSTRUMENTS AND NON-REGULATORY 
MECHANISMS FOR MANAGING CHEMICALS 
 
This section provides an overview of existing national legal instruments and non-regulatory 
mechanisms in Republic of Bulgaria for managing chemicals and preparations, including their 
implementation and enforcement. It presents the competences of responsible institutions and the 
mechanisms for management of chemicals and preparations within the scope of conventions and 
international agreements to which the Republic of Bulgaria is party. Also, a brief characterization is 
made of free initiative in the country aimed to improve control and reduce environmental and 
human-health risks from chemicals and preparations. 
 Bulgaria has harmonized its national environmental and chemical legislation with the EU 
(acquis communitaire) 
 
4.1. Overview of the National Legal Instruments, which address the Management of 
Chemicals 
 
Table 4 A provides a list of all laws and regulations for the management of chemicals and 
preparations in Bulgaria. Information is provided on the scope and objective of each instrument, 
ministry or agency responsible for their implementation and enforcement. 
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Table 4.А – Information on the current regulations on chemicals 
 
Legal instrument (Type, Reference, Year) Responsible institutions 
Chemical use Categories, 
covered 
Objective of the regulation 
 
GENERAL 
1. Environmental Protection Act (EPA), adopted SG 91/2002, 
amended SG 98/2002, amended SG 86/2003, supplemented SG 
70/2004, effective 1.01.2005. 
MoEW, EEA, 
RIEWs, BDs, NPs 
District Governors 
and Mayors of 
municipalities  
All categories of chemicals 
- EIA consistent with the List 
in Annex 1 and Annex 2 under 
Article 81, paragraph 1, item 2 
of the EPA 
- Prevention of large-scale 
accidents, consistent with the 
list in Annex 3 under Article 
103 of the EPA; 
- Industrial production through 
chemical processing of 
substances or groups of 
substances from the list in 
Sections 4.1 - 4.6 of Annex 4 
under Article 117, paragraph 1 
of the EPA – Integrated 
permits. 
 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) of 
technologies and activities involving chemical 
substances; 
Prevention, reduction and control of industrial 
pollution: 
- prevention of major accidents during activities 
involving chemical substances; through 
introduction of a system for prevention of 
major accidents involving dangerous 
substances or for limitation of the consequences 
of such accidents for the environment and for 
human health. 
 - integrated permits; 
Determination of  threshold limit values for 
chemical pollutants;  
Environmental Monitoring  
2. Law on control of foreign trade with weapons and with goods 
and technologies with possible double use, SG 102/95, amended and 
supplemented SG 75/2002, amended in SG 93/2004, and Rules for 
implementation of the Law on control of foreign trade with 
weapons and with goods and technologies with possible double use, 
CM Decree 274/29.11.2002, SG 115/2002, amended SG 97/4.11.2003, 
amended and supplemented  SG 11/2004, amended , SG  35/2004. 
Inter-ministerial 
Council and Inter-
ministerial 
Committee 
according to 
Article 5, 
paragraph 2 of the 
Law, and the 
Ministry of 
Interior, the 
Ministry of 
Economy, and the 
Customs Agency 
 
All categories of chemicals 
from the List of Weapons and 
Goods and Technologies with 
Possible Double Use, adopted 
with Decree of the Council of 
Ministers 69/31.03.2004, SG 
35/2004. 
Sets out the terms and procedures for foreign 
trade with chemical substances and 
preparations with possible double use, and the 
state control over these activities. 
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Legal instrument (Type, Reference, Year) Responsible institutions 
Chemical use Categories, 
covered 
Objective of the regulation 
 
3. Law on Control of Narcotic Substances and Precursors , SG 
30/02.04.1999, amended and supplemented  SG 120/29.12.2002, 
effective  29.12.2002, last amendment  SG 56/20.06.2003 
MoH, MoE, MoI,  
National Council 
Narcotic substances and 
precursors 
Sets out the organisation, competency and 
obligation of the state authorities that control 
the production, processing, trade, use, storage, 
import, export, transit, transport and reporting, 
as well as the measures against abuse and 
illegal traffic of narcotic substances and 
precursors. 
CHEMICALS 
1. Law on  Protection  against Harmful Impact of Chemical 
Substances and  Preparations  (LPHICSP),  SG, 10/2000, effective  
5.02.2002, amended SG 91/2002, 86/2003, amended and supplemented 
SG 114/2003, effective  31.01.2004. 
MoEW, MoH, 
MoAF 
All categories of dangerous 
chemical substances and 
preparations on the territory of 
Bulgaria excluding chemical 
substances and preparations, 
placing on the market, trade, 
import, export and use of 
which are subject of special 
laws according to Article 3 of 
the LPHICSP. 
The LPHICSP sets out the terms and 
procedures for placing on the market, trade, 
import, export, storage and use of chemical 
substances and preparations, the state control 
over them, and the rights and obligations of 
physical and legal persons who place these 
substances on the market, trade, store, use, 
import or export with the aim of human health 
and life and environment protection. This law 
applies to chemical substances and preparations 
in free trading areas on the territory of Republic 
of Bulgaria too.  
2. Regulation on the Procedures and the Manner of Classification, 
Packaging and Labelling of Chemical Substances and 
Preparations, CM Decree  316/20.12.2002, SG 5/ 2003, effective  
01.01.2004, amended and supplemented CM Decree   174/19.07.2004, 
SG 66/2004, effective  01.01.2005. 
MoH, MoAF Extends to all categories of 
hazardous chemicals in 
Bulgaria excluding those 
whose marketing, trading, 
import, export and use are 
subject to special legislation 
according to Article .3 of the 
PHICSPPA. 
Sets out the terms and procedures for 
classification of existing and new chemicals; 
the requirements for packaging and labelling of 
hazardous chemicals; the additional 
requirements for marketing of hazardous 
chemicals for professional use, and the criteria 
for selection of alternative name of the 
substance included in a chemical preparation 
that can be written on its label. 
3. Regulation on notification of  new chemical substances, CM 
Decree 137/03.07.2002, SG 67/2002, effective  01.01.2004, last 
amendment SG 110/17.12.2004. 
 
MoEW New chemical substances, 
manufactured or imported in 
the Republic OF Bulgaria 
independently or as part of 
preparations. 
Defines the terms and procedures for 
notification about new chemical substances, the 
requirements for the content and form of 
notification documents, and the rights and 
obligations of the notifying persons and of the 
competent authorities.  
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Legal instrument (Type, Reference, Year) Responsible institutions 
Chemical use Categories, 
covered 
Objective of the regulation 
 
4. Regulation on the Final Risk for Men and Environment of New 
Chemical Substances, CM Decree  131/01.07.2002, SG 67/2000, 
effective 01.01.2004., last amendment SG 110/17.12.2004. 
 
MoEW, MoH All new chemical substances, 
notified in accordance with 
Section ІІІ of the PHICSPPA. 
Defines the methodology for final human and 
environmental risk assessment for new 
chemical substances. 
5. Regulation on Import and Export of Dangerous Chemical 
Substances and Preparations on the territory of  the Republic of 
Bulgaria, CM Decree 129/01.07.2002,, SG, 66/2002, effective 
01.01.2004 new CM Decree 161/12.07.2004,  SG 63/2004, effective  
01.01.2005. 
MoEW Hazardous chemicals from the 
List in Annex 1 under the 
Regulation prohibited or 
severely limited for use in 
Bulgaria. 
Defines the rights and obligations of natural 
and legal persons and the requirements for 
import and export of hazardous chemicals in 
Bulgaria. 
6. Regulation relating to bans and restrictions on the marketing 
and use of Dangerous Chemical Substances and Preparations, CM 
Decree 130/01.07.2002, SG, 69/2002, effective 01.01.2003, amended 
and supplemented CM Decree 156/07.07.2004, SG 62/2004. 
MoEW, MoH Hazardous chemical 
substances, preparations and 
products in Annex 1 to the 
Regulation. 
Defines hazardous chemicals prohibited or 
restricted for trading and use for protection of 
human health and the environment, excluding 
the hazardous chemicals in Annex 1 that are not 
processed or treated in Bulgaria, or are meant 
for analytical studies for scientific research and 
development. 
7. MC Decree №38 of 17 May 1977 for protection of main 
petroleum pipelines, petroleum-products pipelines, their 
deviations and line equipment on the territory of RB, SG 63/2000, 
amended and supplemented SG, 97/2002. 
MoEER, NSFES Petroleum and petroleum 
products, transported by 
pipelines. 
Defines the procedures and the requirements 
for protection of pipelines and gas pipelines. 
8. Regulation on the requirements for treatment and 
transportation of waste Lubricants and waste petro-chemical 
products, CM Decree № 131/13.07.2000, SG 59/21.07.2000. 
MoEW Waste lubricants and waste 
petro-chemical products 
Defines the terms and procedures for storage, 
treatment and transporting of used oil and waste 
oil products from power plants and thermal 
power plants. 
 
9. Regulation on the reserve stockpiles of energy fuels, MC Decree 
№ 165/03.08.2000, SG 66/11.08.2000.  
MoEER,, State 
Agency for Energy 
Efficiency 
Various types of energy fuels Defines the terms and procedures for collecting 
and maintaining of reserve stockpiles of energy 
fuels for power and/or heat generation and for 
control over these stockpiles. 
 
10. Regulation 3 on the permissible limit concentrations of 
chemical substances, emitted from polymer construction materials 
in residential and public buildings, SG 17/28.02.1984. 
MoH, IHE, 
MoEW, 
MoRDPW, 
(RIPHPC) 
Chemical substances emitted 
from polymer construction 
materials. 
Defines the admissible limit concentrations of 
chemical substances released from polymer 
construction materials in residential and public 
buildings, which can cause direct or indirect 
harm to human health. 
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Legal instrument (Type, Reference, Year) Responsible institutions 
Chemical use Categories, 
covered 
Objective of the regulation 
 
11. Regulation 3 on gas supply systems in inhabited localities and 
gas installations, operating with natural gas, SG 24/14.03.1995. 
MoRDPW, 
MoEER 
Gas fuels and natural gas Defines the technical requirements for 
designing of gas supply systems in buildings 
using nature gas. 
 
12. Regulation 4 on the control and acceptance of gas supply 
systems in inhabited localities and gas installations, operating with 
natural gas, SG 24/14.03.1995. 
 
MoRDPW, MoI, 
MoEER, MoAF, 
MoEW 
Gas fuels and natural gas Defines the technical requirements for the gas 
supply systems in buildings using nature gas. 
13. Regulation on the order and manner for import of asbestos and 
asbestos containing materials in the territory of RB, SG, and 
98/19.11.1993,last amended SG 83/2003. 
MoH, MoEW, 
RIEW, IHE 
Asbestos and asbestos 
containing materials and 
products 
Defines the procedures and manner of import of 
asbestos and asbestos containing materials in 
Bulgaria. 
14. Regulation 5/15.04.2003 on prevention and reduction of 
Environmental pollution with asbestos, SG 39/25.04.2003. 
MoH, MoEW, 
RIEW, IHE 
Asbestos and asbestos 
containing materials and 
products 
 
Defines the requirements for prevention and 
reduction of pollution of the environment with 
asbestos 
15. Regulation on the conditions and order for issuing permits for 
construction and operation of new and operation of existing 
industrial plants and equipment,  where a system for prevention of 
big industrial accidents with  dangerous substances or limitation of 
consequences of them is introduced, CM Decree 84/15.04.2003, SG 
38/23.04.2003, effective  01.01.2004. 
MoEW, RIEW 
CPSA, MoI, 
NSFES, MoH, 
SMSA, regional 
governors and 
mayors of 
municipalities 
 
All hazardous chemical 
substances in quantities equal 
or larger than those indicated 
in Annex 3 under Article 103 
of the EPA. 
Defines the terms and procedures for issuance 
of permits for construction and operations of 
new and existing industries and facilities where 
systems for prevention of large-scale disasters 
involving hazardous substances.  
16. Regulation 16/12.08.1999 on the restriction of volatile organic 
compounds emissions in storage, loading or unloading and 
transport of gasoline, SG 75/24.08.1999, effective 25.05.2000. 
MoEW, MoE, 
MTC, MRDPW, 
MoH 
Volatile organic substances 
(VOC), emitted during 
storage, loading and unloading 
of petrol.  
Defines the requirements for prevention and 
reduction of pollution of the environment with 
volatile organic compounds, introduces VOC 
concentration limits. 
 
17. Regulation on the conditions and order for issuing integrated 
permits for construction and operation of existing industrial plants 
and equipment, CM Decree 62/12.03.2003, SG 26/21.03.2003, 
amended in SG 29/2003. 
MoEW, EEPA 
RIEW, BD, 
MoRDPW, MoH, 
RIEW, IHE 
Groups of chemicals from the 
list in Sections 4.1-4.6 in 
Annex 4 under Article 117, 
paragraphs 1 of the EPA. 
Defines the terms and procedures for issuance 
of permits for construction and operation of 
existing plants and facilities; the content and 
form of the necessary documents; the reporting 
of emissions of hazardous substances. 
 
National Profile for the Management of Chemical Substances and Preparations in the Republic of Bulgaria 
 
Chapter 4- page 6 
 
Legal instrument (Type, Reference, Year) Responsible institutions 
Chemical use Categories, 
covered 
Objective of the regulation 
 
HEALTH RISK 
1. Law on health and safe work conditions, SG 124/23.12.1997, 
amended SG 114/2003, effective 31.01.2004, amended and 
supplemented SG 70/2004, effective 01.01.2005. 
MoLSP, MoH, 
EAGLI, IHE 
Regional labour 
inspectorates 
All categories of chemical 
substances in the occupational 
environment. 
Defines the rules and obligations of: the state, 
employers, workers, and officials, private 
companies, and other organizations to ensure 
occupational health and safety in facilities, 
production sites, processes, activities, work 
places, and of the work equipment, in the 
process of their designing, construction, 
rehabilitation, upgrading, commissioning, 
maintenance, repair, and decommissioning.  
  
2.Law of  health,  SG 70/2004, effective since 01.01.2005.  MoH RIPHPC, NCRRP 
All categories of hazardous 
chemicals of importance for 
human health. 
Sets out and assists in the creation of 
favourable conditions for harmonious physical 
and spiritual development and long-term active 
life of citizens, and for improved reproduction 
of the population. 
 
3. Regulation 5/11.05.1999 on the order, manner and frequency of  
risk assessment implementation, SG 47/21.05.1999. 
MoLSP, MoH 
IHE, LI 
All categories of chemical 
substances, presenting 
occupational health risks. 
Defines the procedures, manner and frequency 
of risk assessment by the employer for 
protection of the health of workers and 
officials. 
 
4. Regulation 7/25.05.1992 on the hygienic requirements for health 
protection of urban environment, SG 46/04.06.1992, amended and 
supplemented SG 20/05.03.1999. 
MoH All categories of chemicals 
consistent with the production 
activities stipulated in the 
Regulation. 
Defines the health-protection requirements and 
standards for the urban environment and the 
procedures for setting of health-protection 
zones. 
5. Regulation 8/24.04.1987 for free prophylactic food for workers 
in production with harmful for human health consequences, SG 
58/06.06.1993. 
MoH, MoLSP, 
IHE, LI   
All categories of chemicals 
specified in the annexes to the 
regulation and harmful to 
human health. 
Defines the requirements, type and quantity of 
free prophylactic food for workers in 
production processes with harmful health 
consequences. 
6. Regulation 13/30.12.2003 on workers protection from risks, 
related to chemical agents’ exposure at work, SG 8/20.01.2003, 
effective 31.01.2005. 
MoLSP, MoH 
LI 
Occupational 
Medicine Offices 
List of harmful and hazardous 
chemical substances 
Defines the obligations of employers to protect 
the health of workers and to observe the 
admissible limit values of harmful and 
hazardous chemical substances in the 
occupational air. 
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Legal instrument (Type, Reference, Year) Responsible institutions 
Chemical use Categories, 
covered 
Objective of the regulation 
 
7. Regulation 27/17.08.2005 on the import of goods important for 
the public health, SG 75/1995, amended  SG 78/02.09.2003,  SG 
4/2004, SG 15/2004, effective 31.01.2005 
MoH, IHE Chemicals, of significance for 
public health, consistent with 
the list in Annex 1 to the 
Regulation. 
Defines the procedures and conditions for 
issuance of sanitary permits for importing, and 
a sanitary conclusion regarding the marketing 
of products in Annex 1, of significance for 
public health, admitted in Bulgaria following 
registration and issuance of sanitary permits. 
8. Regulation 28 on the structure and safe operation of vessels, 
working under pressures, SG 27/16.02.1980, amended SG 
101/15.12.1992. 
SAMTS, 
MoLSP, LI 
 
Liquefied gases under pressure, 
consistent with the list in 
Annex 2 under Article 115 and 
Article 118, paragraphs 1 of the 
Regulation. 
Defines the requirements for the walls of 
vessels operating under pressure; the rules for 
safe operation and technical inspection, the 
obligations and the rights of control authorities. 
9. Regulation 29 on the procedures and safe operation of low 
pressure steam and water- heating boilers, SG 27/04.04.1980. 
SAMTS, SMSA 
MoLSP, LI 
 
Water steam and hot water Defines the requirements for the walls of 
vessels operating under low pressure; the rules 
for safe operation and technical inspection, the 
obligations and the rights of control authorities. 
10. Regulation 30/30.05.1994 on the technical supervision of high 
pressure boilers, SG 50/21.06.1994, amended and supplemented SG 
35/24.04.1996. 
SAMTS 
MoLSP, LI 
  
water steam  Defines the requirements for the walls of 
vessels operating under high pressure; the rules 
for safe operation and technical inspection, the 
obligations and the rights of control authorities. 
11. Regulation 10/26.09.2003 on the workers protection from risks, 
related to the carcinogenic and mutagenic substances exposure at 
work, SG 94/24.10.2003, effective 25.10.2004. 
MoLSP, MoH 
IHE, LI 
All categories of mutagenic and 
carcinogenic substances 
Defines the minimum requirements for 
protection of workers from existing and 
potential health and safety risks from 
occupational exposure to carcinogenic or 
mutagenic substances.  
12. Regulation on workers’ protection from risks, related to the 
asbestos exposure at work, SG 32/08.04. 2003 
MoH, IHE 
(RIPHPC)  
Asbestos The Ministry of Health issues permits for 
destruction of demolition of asbestos and/or 
asbestos containing materials of buildings, 
structures, enterprises, plants or ships. 
13. Regulation 31/29.07.2004 on the maximum permissible 
quantities of pollutants in food, issued by the Minister of 
Health, SG 88/08.10.2004. 
MoH, IHE 
(RIPHPC) 
Harmful chemical substances 
contained in food, consistent 
with Annex 1 under Article 9, 
paragraph 1 of the Regulation. 
Defines the maximal admissible quantities of 
pollutants in food and the requirements for the 
methods for sampling and analysis during state 
control of the contents of pollutants in food. 
14. Regulation on the specific requirements on the marketing of 
detergents, promulgated in the SG 62/16.07.2004. 
MoH, IHE Detergents Defines the procedures and manner for 
marketing of detergents. 
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Legal instrument (Type, Reference, Year) Responsible institutions 
Chemical use Categories, 
covered 
Objective of the regulation 
 
15.Ordinance on activities concerning presentation and 
elimination of the effect of  emergencies, accidents and 
disasters, CM Decree 18/23.01.1998, SG 13/1998,  supplemented 
and amended SG 15/14.02.2003. 
The Council of 
Ministers, 
Permanent 
Committee for 
Protection of the 
Population during 
Calamities, 
Emergencies and 
Catastrophes at 
the Council of 
Ministers, CPSA 
Dangerous chemical substances 
and materials. 
Defines the procedures, main functions and 
tasks of state authorities, local government 
authorities and local administrations, and of 
commercial companies and sole proprietors 
operating with risk substances and materials, 
carrying out activities in risk conditions, or 
creating potential threats to workers, officials, 
the population and the environment, to prevent 
and mitigate the consequences of calamities, 
emergencies and catastrophes in time of peace. 
16. Regulation 2 on the prevention of accidents from activities 
Involving dangerous chemical substances, SG 100/11.12.1990. 
MoH, MoEW, 
MoLSP, MoE, 
MoD, MoIA, 
CPSA 
Chemical substances and 
chemical waste creating threats 
of emergencies, according to 
Annex 1 and Annex 2 under 
Article 2, paragraph 2 of the 
Regulation. 
Ensures protection of people, valuables, and the 
environment from emergencies at work, during 
trade, storage, processing, transporting, using, 
and controlling hazardous chemical substances 
and their compounds and mixtures. 
17. Regulation 8/02.06.1992 on the procedures and conditions for 
carrying out of disinfection and pest control, SG 49/02.06.1992. 
MoH, MoAF, 
MoD, MoIA, 
MoTC, IHE 
Biocides The Ministry of Health organises, directs, 
coordinates and controls biocide import and 
manufacturing in Bulgaria. The IHE (RIPHPC) 
controls the biocide market. 
18. List of permitted for use  in  Republic of Bulgaria  
preparations for  disinfection, disinfection and deratization  
MoH Disinfectants, disinfestations, 
and pest control preparations 
Published annually by the MoH 
19. List of permitted for marketing and use   of  plant  protection 
products,  registered fertilizers and soil improvement chemicals, 
issued pursuant to Article 20, paragraph 1 of the Plant Protection Act 
MoAF,  National 
Service for plant 
protection 
Plant protection chemicals, 
fertilizers and soil improvement 
chemicals 
Published annually by the MoAF 
LANDS and SOILS 
1.Law on the protection of soil against pollution, SG  
67/27.07.1999, effective 28.01.2000,amended SG 113/28.12.1999 
MoEW, MoH, 
MoAF 
Selected hazardous chemical 
substances, harmful to human 
health and to the environment. 
Defines the measures for protection of soil from 
pollution, the rights and obligations of state 
control authorities and of farmers. 
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Legal instrument (Type, Reference, Year) Responsible institutions 
Chemical use Categories, 
covered 
Objective of the regulation 
 
2. Law on the preservation of agricultural lands, SG 35/24.04.1996 
amended and supplemented SG 28/ 23.03.2001 amended and 
supplemented SG 112/23.12.2003, effective 01.01.2004. 
MoAF, MoH, 
MoEW 
Agricultural Land 
Committee, 
appointed by the 
Council of 
Ministers 
Certain hazardous chemicals 
with harmful effects on soils – 
pesticides, fertilizers, industrial 
or household waste, 
biologically active substances. 
Defines the measures for protection against 
damaging, and for restoration and improvement 
of the fertility of agricultural lands, and defines 
the terms and procedures for alteration of their 
purpose. Sets out the rights and obligations of 
the state control authorities and of the farmers. 
3. Regulation 3 on the norms for admissible content of harmful 
substances in soil, SG 36/08.05.1979, amended SG   54/1997, last 
amended in SG 39/16.04.2002. 
MoAF, MoH, 
MoEW 
 
Selected hazardous chemicals 
harmful to soils: heavy metals 
(lead, copper and zinc) and 
herbicides, insecticides, and 
fungicides  
Defines and introduces ALVs for certain 
harmful chemicals in soils. 
4. Regulation 26/02.10.1996 on the reclamation of damaged 
terrains, improvement of bad-productive lands, removal and 
utilization of humus layer, SG 89/22.10.1996, amended and 
supplemented SG 30/23.03.2002. 
MoAF,  MoEW 
 
Certain hazardous chemicals 
harmful to soils: 
Defines the requirements for reclamation of 
disturbed terrain and improvement of soils of 
low fertility. 
5. Regulation on adopting regulation on permission of plant 
protection products (pest control preparation) SG 93/01.10.2002,  
amended in SG 114/30.12.2003, effective 01.01.2005.  
MoAF,  NPPS Active substances and plant 
protection chemicals 
Sets out the terms and procedures for 
permitting of plant protection chemicals. 
6. Regulation 32/09.07.2001 on the control of plants and plant 
products, fertilizers and nutrients and for testing, registration and 
control of  phytopharmaceutical preparations,  SG, 67/31.07.2001, , 
amended and supplemented SG 34/03.04.2002, corrected SG 
40/19.04.2002, corrected SG 44/2002, corrected SG  73/2002, 
amended  SG 93/2002, amended SG 28/2003, amended SG 87/2004, 
effective since 6.01.2005. 
MoAF,  , NPPS - Plant protection chemicals- 
insecticides, acaricides, 
rodenticides, nematocides, 
fungicides, herbicides, defoliants, 
desiccatives, pheromones; growth 
regulators, microfetrilizers; 
attractants and repellents; bio-
preparations; additives, anti-
evaporation preparations designed 
to improve the effect of used plant 
protection chemicals. 
- fertilizers and nutrients 
Sets out the order and manner of control of 
chemical and biological pollutants of plants and 
plant products; biological testing, registration, 
and control of plant protection chemicals, 
mineral and organic fertilizers and soil 
improvement chemicals, control of chemical 
pollutants in the soil and in irrigation water.  
7. Regulation on adopting regulation on the special requirements 
for the composition, packaging, labelling, methods for sampling 
and analysis of fertilizers, SG 10/04.02.2003. 
MoAF,  , NPPS Fertilizers Sets out the special requirements for the 
composition, packaging, labelling, and the 
methods for sampling and analysis of fertilizers 
offered for use in Bulgaria.  
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ATMOSPHERIC AIR 
1. Clean Ambient Air Act, SG, 45/28.05.1996, amended SG 49/1996, 
amended SG 85/1997, amended and supplemented SG 27/2000, SG 
102/2001, amended SG 91/2002, SG 112/23.12.2003, and effective 
1.01.2004. 
MoEW, RIEW, 
municipal 
authorities, 
MoH, NIMH, 
MoIA, MoTC 
Chemical substances polluting 
air 
Defines the parameters and standards for 
atmospheric air quality; restriction of 
emissions, rights and obligations of state and 
municipal authorities, and the legal and natural 
persons, concerning the control, management, 
and maintenance of atmospheric air quality; 
liquid fuel quality requirements, and the liquid 
fuel quality compliance enforcement during 
marketing. 
2. MC 254/30.12.1999 on control   and management of ozone 
depleting substances; Regulation on accomplishment of control 
and management of ozone depleting substances,  SG, 3/11.01.2000, 
effective since 1.01.2000, amended and supplemented SG  
96/11.10.2002, effective  1.01.2003. 
MoEW (RIEW) Ozone depleting chemical 
substances 
Defines the rules for import and export, 
marketing, use, recycling and disposal of ozone 
depleting substances. 
3. Regulation 2 / 19.02. 1998 concerning norms for admissible 
emissions ( concentrations in waste gases) of harmful substances, 
emitted in atmospheric air from static sources, SG 51/06.05.1998, 
last amendment in the SG 93/21.10.2003. 
MoEW, RIEW Harmful chemical substances, 
polluting the atmospheric air, 
identified in Annexes 1-6 to 
the Regulation. 
Defines the admissible emission limits for 
hazardous chemical pollutants released into the 
atmospheric air from stationary sources. 
4. Regulation 3/25.02.1998 on the conditions and order for 
approval of temporary norms for emissions of  harmful 
substances, emitted in  atmospheric air from stationary sources, 
connected to the national fuel - energy balance, SG 51/06.05.1998 
MoEW, RIEW Harmful chemical substances 
polluting air  
Defines the conditions and procedures for 
approval of temporary emissions standards for 
harmful substances, released into the 
atmospheric air from stationary operating 
facilities related to the national fuel and energy 
balance 
5. Regulation № 6/ 26.03. 1999  concerning the order and manner 
for measure emissions of harmful substances, emitted in 
atmospheric air from objects with static sources, SG 31/06.04.1999, 
amended and supplemented SG 52/26.07.2000 and SG 
93/21.10.2003. 
MoEW, RIEW Harmful chemical substances 
polluting air 
Defines the procedures and methods of 
measuring of the emissions of harmful 
chemicals into the atmospheric air from 
stationary sources. 
6. Regulation 7/03.05.1999 on ambient air quality assessment and 
management, SG 45/14.05.1999, effective 01.01.2000. 
MoEW, RIEW 
MoH 
Hazardous chemical 
substances polluting the 
atmospheric air 
Introduces the terms, procedures and manner of 
management of atmospheric air quality; limits 
the concentration of ozone in the atmospheric 
air. 
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7. Regulation 8/03.05.1999 on concerning norms (limit 
concentration) for ozone in ambient air, SG 46/18.05.1999. 
MoEW, RIEW 
MoH 
Ozone in the atmospheric air Defines the thresholds for ozone in the 
atmospheric air for protection of human health 
and the environment against harmful impacts. 
8. Regulation 9/03.05.1999 on concerning norms (limit 
concentration) for sulphur dioxide, nitrogen dioxide, fine dust 
particles and lead in atmospheric air, SG 46/18.06.1999, effective 
01.01.2000. 
MoEW, RIEW 
MoH 
Sulphur dioxide and nitric 
dioxide, fine dust particulates, 
lead 
Sets the concentration limits for sulphur 
dioxide and nitric dioxide, fine dust 
particulates, and lead in the atmospheric air. 
Defines concentration alarm thresholds for 
sulphur dioxide and nitric dioxide. 
9. Regulation 14/23.09.1997 on the norms for admissible limit 
concentration of hazardous substances in the atmospheric air of 
the populated areas, SG 88/03.10.1997, amended SG 8/22.01.2002, 
effective 1.01.2002, SG 14/20.02.2004, effective 1.01.2004. 
MoH, MoEW Harmful chemical substances, 
polluting the atmospheric air, 
identified in Annexe 1 under 
Article 2, Paragraph 1 of the 
Regulation. 
Defines the concentration limits for harmful 
chemical substances in the atmospheric air. 
10. Regulation 10/06.10.2003 on the emission  limit value  
(concentrations in waste gases) of  sulphur dioxide, nitrogen oxides 
and total dust, emitted in the atmospheric air from large 
combustion plants, SG 93/21.10.2003  
MoEW, MoE, 
MoEER,,, 
MoRDPW, MoH 
Sulphur dioxide, nitrous 
oxides and total dust 
Defines the emission limit values 
(concentrations in waste gas) of sulphur 
dioxide, nitrous oxides and total dust, released 
into the atmospheric air from large combustion 
plants designed for power generation. 
11. Regulation 7/21.10.2003 on the emission limit concentration for 
volatile organic compounds discharged in atmospheric air from 
certain plants, using solvents, SG 96/31.10.2003, effective 
01.01.2004. 
MoEW, , MoE, 
MoRDPW, MoH 
Volatile organic substances 
identified in Annexes 1 and 2 
under Article 2, Paragraph 1 
of the Regulation. 
Defines the emission limit values for volatile 
organic compounds, released into the 
atmospheric air in result of the use of solvents 
in certain plants to prevent or reduce direct and 
indirect environmental impacts of the emissions 
and their human-health risk potential. 
 
12. Regulation on the requirements for liquid fuel quality, the 
conditions, order and the manner of their control, CM 
156/15.07.2003, SG 66/25.07.2003, effective  01.10.2003. 
MoEW, SAMTS 
MoEER 
Lead, sulphur and others 
hazardous chemical pollutants 
Defines the technical requirements for liquid 
fuel quality and standards, and the terms, 
procedures and manner of controlling. 
13. Regulation 16/12.08.1999 on the reduction of VOC emissions 
from storage, loading or unloading and transport of petrol, SG 
75/1999, effective 25.05.2000. 
MoEW, 
MoE  
MoTC, MoRDPW,  
MoH 
Volatile organic compounds Defines the requirements for reduction of the 
emissions of volatile organic substances during 
storage, loading, unloading and transporting of 
petrol, including during technological 
operations related to loading and unloading of 
mobile petrol tanks between terminals or 
between terminals and filling stations. 
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WATER 
1. Water Act, SG 67/1999, effective 28.01.2000, amended and 
supplemented SG 91/25.09.2002, effective 01.01.2003, amended and 
supplemented SG 84/23.09.2003, amended SG 107/09.12.2003, SG 
6/16.04.2004, amended SG 70/2004, effective since 1.01.2005. 
MoEW,  
MoH,  
MoRDPW,  
MoAF,  
MoEER,  
MoTC,  
MoD 
Hazardous chemical 
substances polluting water 
Defines ownership and ensures uniform and 
balanced management of water and of water 
resources in Bulgaria in the interest of society, 
public health protection and sustainable 
development of the country. 
2. Regulation 1/07.07.2000 on the exploration, use and protection 
of groundwater, SG 57/14.07.2000, amended SG 64/04.08.2000. 
MoEW, 
MoRDPW,  
MoH,  
MoE 
Hazardous chemical 
substances in the ground water 
identified in Annexes 1 and 2 
under Article 2, Paragraph 1, 
and Item 4 of the Regulation. 
Regulates the studying, use and protection of 
ground water and mineral water; ensures 
balanced management to reduce and prevent 
pollution with hazardous chemical substances 
and to measure the parameters for evaluation of 
the degree of pollution and damage to ground 
water. 
 
Defines the terms and procedures for 
identification, reduction and protection of water 
against pollution with nitrates from agricultural 
sources, and the rights and obligations of 
control authorities. 
3. Regulation 2/16.10.2000 on the protection of water against 
pollution caused by nitrates from agriculture source, SG 87/2000. 
MoEW,  
MoAF,  
MoH 
Nitrates 
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4. Regulation 3/16.10.2000 on the terms and procedures for 
exploration, design, approval and operation of  sanitary protected 
areas around water sources and installation for drinking and 
domestic  water supply  and around the sources of mineral water 
used for therapeutic, preventive, drinking and hygienic purposes,  
SG 88/27.10.2000. 
MoEW,  
MoE,  
MoRDPW 
Hazardous and harmful 
substances – toxic substances 
and/or heavy metals, chemical, 
biological, rapidly degrading 
and adsorbent substances. 
Defines the conditions and procedures for 
studying, design, approval and operation of the 
sanitary protection belts around water sources 
and drinking water supply facilities and around 
the sources of mineral water used for 
medicinal, preventive, drinking and hygienic 
purposes. 
5. Regulation 4/20.10.2000 on the quality of waters supporting fish 
and shellfish organisms’ life, SG, 88/27.10.2000.  
MoEW,  
MoAF,  
MoH 
Hazardous chemical 
substances polluting water and 
identified in Annexes 1 and 2 
under Article 2, of the 
Regulation. 
Introduces quality standards for river, coastal 
and Black Sea water inhabited by aquatic 
organisms. 
6. Regulation 5/08.22.2000 on the procedure and manner for 
establishment of networks and the operation of the National water 
monitoring system, SG 95/21.11.2000.  
MoEW Hazardous chemical 
substances 
Defines the activities, procedures and manner 
of creating a national water monitoring system 
7. Regulation 6/09.11.2000 on the limit values for admissible 
contents of dangerous and harmful substances in waste water 
discharged in water bodies, SG 97/28.11.2000, amended and 
supplemented SG 24/23.03.2004. 
MoEW, 
MoRDPW,  
MoH,  
MoE 
Harmful and hazardous 
chemical substances in waste 
water indicated in lists I and II 
of Annex 1 under Article .2, 
paragraph .2 of the 
Regulation. 
 
Defines the emission limit values for certain 
harmful and hazardous chemical substances in 
waste water. 
8. Regulation 7/14.11.2000 on the terms and procedure for 
discharge of industrial waste waters into settlement sewer systems, 
SG 98/01.12.2000. 
MoEW, 
MoRDPW, MoH 
Toxic, hazardous and harmful 
chemical substances in 
industrial waste water, 
indicated in Annex 2 under 
Article 6 of the Regulation. 
Defines the terms and procedures for 
discharging of industrial waste water into 
municipal sewerage systems; admissible 
content limits for environmentally toxic, 
harmful and hazardous substances in waste 
water prior to their discharging, and the 
obligations of state and municipal control 
authorities. 
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9. Regulation 7/08.08.1986 on the quality of inland running water, 
SG 96/12.12.1986. 
MoEW, 
MoRDPW,  
MoH 
All categories of hazardous 
chemical substances identified 
in the Annex under Article 1, 
Paragraph 1 of the Regulation. 
 
Regulates the parameters and the standards for 
setting of the admissible pollution levels for 
flowing surface water, lakes and water bodies. 
10. Regulation 8/25.01.2001 on the quality of coastal marine 
waters, SG 10/02.02.2001. 
MoEW, 
MoRDPW, MoH 
Hazardous chemical 
substances, polluting the 
coastal marine water, 
identified in the Annex under 
Article 10 of the Regulation. 
Defines the standards and parameters of coastal 
marine water quality. 
11. Regulation 9/16.03.2001 on the quality of water intended for 
human consumption, SG 30/21.05.2001. 
MoH,  
MoRDPW, MoEW 
Chemical substances 
damaging the quality of water 
for drinking and household 
use, indicated in Tables A and 
B in Annex 1 under Article 3, 
Paragraph 2, Item 2 of the 
Regulation. 
 
Defines the quality requirements for water 
meant for drinking and household use for 
protection of human health. 
12. Regulation 10/27.07.2001 on the issuing permits for waste 
water discharge into water bodies and setting individual emission 
limits values for point sources of pollution, SG 66/27.07.2001. 
MoEW All categories of harmful 
chemical substances in waste 
water, identified in the Annex 
under Article 16, Paragraph 2 
of the Regulation.  
 
Defines the procedures and manner of 
permitting for discharging of waste water from 
point sources of pollution into surface water 
bodies. 
13. Regulation 11/25.02.2002 on the quality of bathing water, SG 
25/08.03.2002. 
MoH,  
MoEW 
Harmful chemical substances, 
indicated in the Annex under 
Article 8 of the Regulation. 
Defines the quality requirements for natural 
water meant for bathing, the control of its 
quality and the procedure for determination of 
bathing zones and bathing water. 
 
14. Regulation 12/18.06.2002 on the quality requirements for 
surface water intended for drinking water and household supply, 
SG 63/28.06.2002. 
MoEW,  
MoE,  
MoRDPW 
Harmful and hazardous 
chemical substances 
Defines the quality requirements and 
parameters for fresh surface water, their 
categorizing and the conditions for measuring 
and sampling. 
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WASTE 
1.Law on waste management ,  SG 86/24.09.2003, amended SG 
70/2004, effective since 01.01.2005. 
MoEW,  
MoH,  
MoRDPW, MoAF,  
MoE,  
MoIA 
Hazardous chemicals in waste Defines environmentally sound waste 
management as a set of rights and obligations, 
solutions, actions and activities, related to 
waste generation and treatment, and the forms 
of control over such activities to prevent, 
reduce or restrict the harmful impact of waste 
on human health and on the environment. 
 
2. Regulation No 3/01.04.2004 on Waste classification, SG 
44/25.04.2004. 
MoEW,  
MoH 
Hazardous chemicals in waste Regulates the terms and procedures for 
categorization of waste by types and properties, 
for their environmentally sound management. 
 
3. Regulation No 6 on the procedure for filling out of report and 
information documents for the waste management activities, SG 
78/07.09.2004. 
MoRDPW, 
MoEW, 
MoH 
Hazardous chemicals in waste Defines the terms and requirements for 
construction of household waste facilities and 
incinerators; measures and requirements to 
prevent and limit the pollution of the 
environment (air, water, soil), and the harmful 
impact on human health. 
4. Regulation 7 on the requirements for the sites for waste 
treatment facilities,  SG 81/17.09.2004 
MoRDPW, 
MoEW, MoH 
Hazardous chemicals in waste Defines the requirements for sitting of waste 
treatment facilities. 
5. Regulation 8 on the terms and requirements for construction 
and operation of waste recycling and disposal landfills and other 
facilities, SG 83/24.09.2004. 
MoRDPW, 
MoEW, MoH 
Hazardous chemicals in waste Defines the requirements for construction and 
operation of landfills for household, 
construction, production and hazardous waste. 
6. Regulation 5/08.10.1998 on regulation on the cases when a 
permit is required for import, export and transport of waste, and 
order of issuing of the permit, CM Decree 166/4.08.2000, 
 SG 66/11.08.2000 amended SG 67/15.08.2000. 
MoEW Hazardous chemicals in waste Defines the cases where permits are required 
for importing, exporting and transiting of 
waste, and the conditions and procedures for 
their issuing. 
7. Regulation on the treatment and transportation industrial and 
hazardous waste, CM Decree 53/19.03.1999, SG 29/30.03.1999. 
MoEW,  
MoH 
Hazardous chemicals in waste Defines the requirements for treatment and 
transporting of production and hazardous 
waste. 
8. Regulation on the requirements for the treatment and 
transportation of waste and waste oil products, CM Decree 
131/13.07.2000, SG 59/27.01.2000, effective since 01.01.2001.  
 
MoEW, 
MoH 
Harmful chemical substances, 
released into the atmospheric 
air from used oil and waste 
petroleum products.  
Defines the requirements for treatment and 
transporting of used oil and waste petroleum 
products. 
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9. Regulation on the Procedures and Manner of Using of Waste-
Water Treatment Sludge in Agriculture, SG 112/23.12.2004 
 
 
 
 
MoAF  
MoEW,  
MoH 
Heavy metals  Defines the requirements for protection of soils 
against pollution from agricultural use of 
sludge from waste water treatment plants and 
facilities to prevent their harmful impact on 
soil, plants, animals and humans, and for their 
proper use. 
10. Regulation on the requirements for the production and placing 
on the market of batteries and accumulators and for treatment 
and transportation of spent batteries and accumulators, CM 
Decree 134/17.07.2000, SG 61/25.07.2000. 
MoEW Hazardous chemical 
substances, contained in 
batteries and accumulators, 
consistent with Annex 1 under 
Article 4, paragraph 1 of the 
Regulation. 
Defines the requirements for production, 
marketing and storage of batteries and 
accumulators containing hazardous substances, 
and for control of the disposal and processing 
of unusable batteries and accumulators. 
11. Regulation on the terms and conditions for reduction of 
contamination caused by waste from end-of-life vehicles,  CM 
Decree  257/09.11.2001, SG 98/16.11.2001, amended  SG 
110/21.12.2001, SG 104/26.11.2004 
MoEW Certain hazardous chemical 
substances 
Defines the terms and procedures for reduction 
of pollution from motor vehicles. 
12. Regulation on the requirements for placing on the market  of 
luminescent and other lamps, containing mercury, and on the  
treatment of and transportation of out-of-use  luminescent and 
other lamps containing mercury, ,  CM Decree  260/05.12.2000, SG 
101/12.12.2000, effective 01.01.2001.  
MoEW Mercury Defines the requirements for marketing of 
luminescent and other lamps containing 
mercury, and for treatment and transporting of 
obsolete luminescent and other lamps 
containing mercury. 
ECONOMIC REGULATORS – Fees and Fines 
1. Regulation on the order of determination and impositions for 
damage or pollution of environment above the admissible norms, 
CM Decree 169/29.07.2003, SG 69/05.08.2003, effective 06.09.2003. 
MoEW All categories of hazardous 
chemical substances, identified in 
Annex 1 under Article 14, Annex 
2 under Article 15, and Annex 3 
under Article 16 of the 
Regulation. 
Defines the sanctioning procedures and amounts in 
the case of damaging or pollution to the environment 
above the emission limit values and in the case of 
non-compliance with the emission limit values and 
other restrictions by legal persons and sole 
proprietors. 
2. CM Decree 58/07.03.2003 on approval of  the Tariff for fees, 
collected in the system of the Ministry of Environment and Water,  
SG 52/27.06.2003, effective  07.03.2003. 
MoEW  Defines the procedures and amounts of fees 
collected by the MOEW. 
3. Regulation on adopting Regulation on conditions and order for 
determination of state’s responsibility  for ecological damages, 
caused by past actions or inactions in  privatization, CM Decree  
78/03.04.2003, SG 33/11.04.2003. 
MoEW, MoF All categories of hazardous 
chemical substances 
Defines the terms and procedures for 
determination of the responsibility of the state 
for environmental damage caused by past 
action or inaction during privatization. 
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4. CM Decree 442/01.12.1997 for adopting of Tariff for on 
compensations of caused damages on natural sites, SG 
116/09.12.1997. 
MoEW, MoAF All categories of hazardous 
chemical substances 
Defines the procedures and amounts of 
compensation for damages to nature sites. 
5. Regulation on adopting Regulation on carrying out of  
Environmental Impact Assessments of Investment Proposals for 
construction, operation  and technologies, CM Decree  
59/07.03.2003,  SG 25/18.03.2003; 
MoEW All categories of activities/ 
plants involving chemicals 
indicated in Annexes 1 and 2 
under Article 81, paragraph 1, 
item 2 of the Environment 
Protection Act. 
Defines the terms and procedures for 
environmental impact assessment of investment 
proposals for construction, activities and 
technologies. 
OTHER 
1.Law on  access to public information,  SG 55/07.07.2000, 
amended SG  1/04.01.2002, effective 01.01.2005, SG 45/2002. 
  Defines the social relations concerning the right 
to access to public information. 
2. Order RD 111/11.02.2003 of the MoEW on structure  and 
Procedures  for access to information application  and establishment of 
Register of the applications  for access to information 
MoEW Public access to environmental 
information 
Defines the structure and the procedures 
concerning the requests for access to 
information, and the creation of a register of the 
requests for access to information 
CONVENTIONS 
1. United Nation Convention to Combat the Illegal Traffic of 
Narcotics and Psychotropic Substances ratified by the Parliament with 
a law, SG 60/24.07.1992, effective 23.12.1992; amended SG 
58/29.06.2001. 
Council of 
Ministers 
Narcotics and psychotropic 
substances 
 
2. Basel Convention on the control of Transboundary Movement of 
Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal, ratified by the Parliament with 
law, SG 8/26.01.1996, effective 16.05.1996. 
Council of 
Ministers 
Hazardous waste  
3. Convention on psychotropic substances, SG 30/1972, effective 
16.08.1976, amended SG 83/01.10.1996. 
Council of 
Ministers 
Psychotropic substances  
4. United convention on narcotics from 1961, amended by a Protocol 
from 1972, ratified in SG 67/1968;  SG 87/1996, effective 17.08.1996 
Council of 
Ministers 
Narcotics  
5. Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer, ratified 
in 1989,  SG 82/20.10.1989, effective 18.02.1991, SG 71/10.08.1999.; 
The Montreal Protocol on Ozone Depleting Substances from 1987 
Council of 
Ministers 
Ozone-depleting substances  
6. Convention on Long-Range Transboundary Air Pollution (Geneva, 
1979), ratified in 1981, effective 16.03.1983. 
 
Council of 
Ministers 
Chemical substances polluting 
air 
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7. United Nation Framework Convention on Climate Change from 
1992; ratified and effective 1995 – Kyoto Protocol from 1997, signed 
in 1998, not ratified. 
Council of 
Ministers  
  
8. Convention on Access to Information, and Public Participation in 
Decision - Making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters 
(Aarhus, Denmark, 1998), signed. 
Council of 
Ministers  
Public access to environmental 
information 
 
9. Convention on the Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary 
Context (Espoo, Finland, 1991), ratified, SG 28/1995, effective 10.09.1997, 
amended SG 89/12.10.1999. Strategic Environmental Assessment Protocol 
signed by the Republic of Bulgaria on May 21 2003 in Kiev, Ukraine.  
 
Council of 
Ministers  
All categories of hazardous 
chemical substances 
 
10. Convention on the Transboundary Effects of Industrial Accidents 
(Helsinki, Finland, 1992), ratified, SG 28/1995, in force in Bulgaria on 
12.05.1995. Protocol on Civil Liability and Compensation for Damage 
Caused by the Transboundary Effects of Industrial Accidents on 
Transboundary Waters, signed on. May 21 2003 in Kiev, Ukraine.  
Council of 
Ministers  
Industrial chemicals  
11. Convention on the Protection of the Black Sea against Pollution 
signed by the Republic of Bulgaria on April 21 1992 in Bucharest, 
Romania, ratified, SG 99/1992, effective 15 January 1994.  
Council of 
Ministers 
Chemical substances, 
polluting sea water  
 
12. Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain 
Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade signed by 
the Republic of Bulgaria on 11 September 1998 in Rotterdam, the 
Netherlands, ratified, SG 55/2000,  SG 33/23.04.2004, effective  
24.02.2004 г 
Council of 
Ministers 
Certain Hazardous Chemicals 
and Pesticides 
 
13. Convention on the Cooperation for Protection and Sustainable Use 
of the Danube, ratified with a Law adopted by the 38th National 
Assembly on 24.03.1999, SG 30/02.04.1999,  SG 49/17.05.2002, 
amended  SG 53/28.05.2002 
Council of 
Ministers 
All categories of hazardous 
chemical substances 
 
14. Convention for Prohibiting the Development, Production, Proliferation, 
and Use of Chemical Weapons and its Destruction, signed on 13.01.1993 in 
Paris, ratified with a Law adopted by the National Assembly, SG 
55/08.07.1994, SG 103/29.11.2001, effective 29.04.1997, amended SG 
1/04.01.2002. 
Council of 
Ministers 
Toxic chemical substances and 
chemical weapons 
 
15. The Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants, signed by 
the Republic of Bulgaria on May 23, 2001 in Stockholm, ratified by the 
National Assembly with a Law on 30.09.2004, SG 89/12.10.2004. 
Council of 
Ministers 
Persistent Organic Pollutants  
National Profile for the Management of Chemicals in the Republic of Bulgaria 
 
Chapter 4- page 19
 
4.1.1. Legislation on Management of Persistent organic pollutants (POPs) 
 
Regarding environmental protection, the Republic of Bulgaria is party to a number of international 
agreements which served as the basis to adopt the regulations on management and control of certain 
hazardous chemical substances and waste, some aspects of which include also the persistent organic 
pollutants.  
• Policy for sustainable development of the environment, and a general legislative framework; 
• National commitments, arising from participation in international agreements; 
• Laws and regulations concerning management of hazardous waste and polluted sites 
(existing quantities and waste); 
• Laws and regulations concerning POP pesticides (“intentionally manufactured POPs”); 
• Laws and regulation extending to industrial chemicals – polychlorinated biphenyls, 
terphenyls, polybromated biphenyls (“intentionally manufactured POPs”); 
• Laws and regulations concerning the sources that generate and release dioxins and furans, 
and methods/technologies for mitigation and reduction of such emissions (“unintentionally 
manufactured POPs”);  
Table 4-A.1 presents a summary of the POP regulations. 
 
Table 1-A.1: POP related legislation 
 
No INTERNATIONAL CONVENTIONS 
1 Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movement of Hazardous Wastes and their 
Disposal, ratified with a law, SG 8/26.01.1996, effective 16.05.1996. 
2 Geneva Convention on Long-Range Transboundary Air Pollution, ratified with a law, SG 
16/1981, effective 16.03.1983. 
3 Persistent Organic Pollutants Protocol under the Geneva Convention on Long-Range 
Transboundary Air Pollution, ratified with a law, SG 42/2001, promulgated SG 102/2003, 
effective since 23.10.2003. 
4 Convention for the Protection of the Black Sea from Pollution, ratified with a law, SG 
99/1992, effective 15.01.1994. 
5 Convention on the Cooperation for Protection and Sustainable Use of the Danube, ratified 
with a Law, SG 30/02.04.1999, effective 6.04.1999, amended  SG 53/28.05.2002 
6 Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous 
Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade, ratified with a law, SG 55/2000, SG, 
33/23.04.2004, effective 24.02.2004. 
7 The Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants, signed by the Republic of 
Bulgaria on May 23, 2001 in Stockholm, ratified by the National Assembly with a Law on 
30.09.2004, SG 89/12.10.2004. 
 LAWS 
1 Environment Protection Act, SG, 91/2002, amended SG 98/2002, supplemented SG 
86/2003, amended SG 70/2004, effective 1.01.2005. 
2 Clean Ambient Air Act, SG, 45/28.05.1996, amended SG 49/1996, amended SG 85/1997, 
amended and supplemented SG 27/2000, SG 102/2001, amended SG 91/2002, SG 
112/23.12.2003, and effective 1.01.2004. 
3 Water Act, SG, issue 67/1999, effective 28.01.2000, amended and supplemented SG 
91/25.09.2002, effective since 1.01.2003, amended and supplemented SG 84/23.09.2003, 
amended SG 107/09.12.2003, SG 6/16.04.2004, amended SG 70/2004, effective 1.01.2005. 
4 Law on the Protection of Soil Against Pollution, SG 67/27.07.1999, effective 28.01.2000, 
amended SG 113/28.12.1999. 
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5 Law on the preservation of agricultural lands, SG 35/24.04.1996 amended and 
supplemented SG 28/ 23.03.2001 amended and supplemented SG 112/23.12.2003, effective 
01.01.2004. 
6 Law on  Protection  against Harmful Impact of Chemical Substances and  Preparations  
(LPHICSP),  SG, 10/2000, effective  5.02.2002, amended SG 91/2002, 86/2003, amended and 
supplemented SG 114/2003, effective  31.01.2004. 
7 Law on waste management, SG 86/24.09.2003, amended SG 70/10.08.2004, effective 
01.01.2005. 
8 Plant Protection Act, SG, 91/1997, amended SG 90/1999, amended and supplemented SG 
96/09.11.2001, amended SG 18/05.03.2004, effective since 6.04.2004. 
9 Medicinal Plants Act, SG 86/2003, amended SG 23/2002, SG 91/2002, effective since 
01.01.2005. 
10 Veterinary Medicine Act, SG, 42/05.05.1999, amended SG 5.06.1999, amended and 
supplemented SG 83/19.09.2003, amended SG 18/05.03.2004, effective since 6.04.2004. 
11 Forests Act, SG 125/29.12.1997, amended and supplemented SG 107/09.12.2003. 
12 Customs Act SG 15/1998, amended SG 89/1998, amended and supplemented SG 153/1998,  
SG 30/1999, supplemented SG 83/1999, amended and supplemented SG 63/2000, SG 
110/2001, supplemented SG 76/2002, amended and supplemented SG 37/2003, amended  
SG 95/2003, supplemented SG 38/2004  
 REGULATIONS 
1 Regulation on import and export of dangerous chemical substances and preparations on the 
territory of  the Republic of Bulgaria, CM Decree 129/01.07.2002,, SG, 66/2002, effective 
01.01.2004 new CM Decree 161/12.07.2004,  SG 63/2004, effective  01.01.2005. 
2 Regulation relating to bans and restrictions on the marketing and use of Dangerous Chemical 
Substances and Preparations, CM Decree 130/01.07.2002, SG, 69/2002, effective 01.01.2003, 
amended and supplemented CM Decree 156/07.07.2004, SG 62/2004. 
3 Regulation on the Procedures and the Manner of Classification, Packaging and Labelling of 
Chemical Substances and Preparations, CM Decree  316/20.12.2002, SG 5/ 2003, effective  
01.01.2004, amended and supplemented CM Decree   174/19.07.2004, SG 66/2004, effective  
01.01.2005. 
4 Regulation on order and procedures for labelling of plant protection products, CM Decree 
125/06.06.2003, SG 54/2003, effective 01.01.2004. 
5 Regulation 6 on the conditions and requirements for construction and operation of waste 
incinerators and co-incinerators, SG .78/07.09.2004. 
6 Regulation 7 on the requirements for the sites for waste treatment facilities, SG 81/17.09.2004
7 Regulation 8 on the terms and requirements for construction and operation of waste recycling 
and disposal landfills and other facilities, SG 83/24.09.2004. 
8  Regulation on the requirements for the treatment and transportation of waste and waste oil 
products, CM Decree 131/13.07.2000, SG 59/27.01.2000, effective since 01.01.2001.  
9 Regulation on the Terms and Procedures for Implementation of the Environment Protection 
Protocol under the Antarctica Treaty, CM Decree 37/15.02.2001, SG 17/23.02.2001. 
10 Regulation 1/07.07.2000 on the studying, use and protection of Ground Water, SG 
57/14.07.2000, effective 14.07.2000, amended and supplemented SG 64/2000. 
11  Regulation on the treatment and transportation industrial and hazardous waste, CM Decree 
53/19.03.1999, SG 29/30.03.1999. 
12  Regulation on the terms and conditions for reduction of contamination caused by waste 
from end-of-life vehicles,  CM Decree  257/09.11.2001, SG 98/16.11.2001, amended  SG 
110/21.12.2001, SG 104/26.11.2004 
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13 Regulation 2/19.02.1998 on the admissible emissions standards (concentrations in waste 
gases) of sulphur Dioxide, nitrous oxides and dust-like substances, released into the 
atmospheric air from new large combustion plants, SG 51/06.05.1998, amended and 
supplemented SG 34/1999, amended SG 73/1999, SG 93/21.01.2003. 
14 Regulation 6/09.11.2000 on the emission limit values for admissible content of harmful and 
hazardous substances in waste water discharged into water bodies, SG 97/28.11.2000, 
amended and supplemented SG 24/23.03.20004, effective 23.03.2004. 
15 Regulation 9/16.03.2001 on the quality of water meant for drinking and household use, SG 
30/21.05.2001. 
16 Regulation 12/18.06.2002 on the quality requirements for surface water meant for drinking 
water supply, SG 63/28.06.2002. 
17 Regulation 6/26.03.1999 on the procedures and manner of measuring the emissions of 
harmful substances, released into the atmospheric air from facilities with stationary sources, 
SG 31/06.04.1999, amended and supplemented SG 93/21.10.2003. 
18 Regulation 2 on the protection from emergencies in activities involving hazardous chemical 
substances, SG 100/1990. 
19 Regulation 3 on the admissible content of harmful substances in soils, SG 36/08.05.1979, 
amended and supplemented SG 5/1996, last amended SG 39/16.04.2002. 
20 Regulation 27 on the import of goods of significance for Public Health, SG 75/1995, amended 
SG 78/02.09.2003, SG 4/16.01.2004, effective 16.01.2004, SG 15/24.02.2004. 
21 Regulation 14 on the admissible concentration standards for harmful substances in the 
atmospheric Air of urban centres, SG 88/1997, amended SG 46/1999, SG 8/2002, SG 
14/20.02.2004, effective 1.01.2004. 
22 Regulation 73 on the approving of new motor vehicle types regarding air pollution from 
engines, SG 22/18.03.2004. 
23  Regulation 16/12.08.1999 on the reduction of VOC emissions from storage, loading or 
unloading and transport of petrol, SG 75/1999, effective 25.05.2000. 
24 Regulation 8 on the procedures and conditions for carrying out of disinfestation and pest 
control, SG 49/02.06.1992. 
25 Regulation on the permitting of plant protection chemicals, CM Decree  213/16.09.2002, SG 
93/2002, amended SG 114/2003, effective 01.01.2006. 
26 Regulation 32/09.07.2001 on the control of plants and plant products, fertilizers and 
nutritional media for testing, registration and control of plant protection chemicals, SG, 
67/31.07.2001, amended and supplemented SG 34/03.04.2002, amended SG 40/19.04.2002, 
SG 44/29.04.2002, SG 73/2002, amended SG 93/2002, SG 95/2002, amended and 
supplemented SG 19/2003, amended SG 28/2003, last amendment in SG 87/05.10.2004. 
27 Regulation 31/29.12.2003 on the maximum admissible quantities of pesticide residue in food, 
SG 14/2004, effective 20.02.2004. 
28 Regulation 3/01.04.2004 on waste classification, SG 44/25.04.2004. 
29 Order RD12-28/21.05.2004 of MoAF; RD 09-457/13.07.2004 of MoH; RD 590/15.06.2004 
of the MoEW, issued pursuant to Article 15 of the Plant Protection Act concerning the 
protection of plants and approving of a List of active substances prohibited for use in the 
Manufacturing of Plant Protection Chemicals. 
30  List of permitted for use  in  Republic of Bulgaria  preparations for  disinfection, disinfection 
and deratization, published annually by MoH 
31 List of permitted for marketing and use   of  plant  protection products,  registered fertilizers 
and soil improvement chemicals, published annually by MoAF 
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32 Regulation on the procedures and manner of import, export and transit of waste and on the 
cases requiring bank guarantees or insurances, SG 102/26.10.2004. 
33 Regulation on the procedures and manner of using of waste-water treatment sludge in 
agriculture, SG 112/23.12.2004 
34 Regulation 31 on the maximum admissible quantities of pollutants in food, SG 88/08.10.2004 
35 Regulation 36 on the terms and procedures for biological testing, registration, use and control 
of fertilizers, soil improvement preparations, biologically active substances and nutritional 
substrata, SG 87/05.10.2004 
36 Regulation 44 on the terms and procedures for marketing of biocide preparations, SG 
113/28.12.2004. 
 
4.2. Summary Description of Key Legal Instruments Relating Chemicals 
The Key Legal Instruments, relevant to the Management of Chemicals could be summarized as 
follows: 
1. Laws ratifying conventions, bilateral and multilateral agreements, contracts and other 
international treaties 
2. Laws 
3. Decrees 
4. Regulations 
5. Other legal instruments – rules, instructions, methodologies, tariffs, etc. 
All laws, including those ratifying conventions, bilateral and multilateral agreements, contracts and 
other international treaties, are adopted by the National Assembly and the regulations are issued 
with decrees by the Council of Ministers or by ministers or heads of agencies. Other legal 
instruments, rules, instructions, methodologies, tariffs, etc., are approved by relevant ministries and 
agencies. 
All legal instruments in the Republic of Bulgaria are announced publicly by means of their 
promulgation in the State Gazette in the Bulgarian language, and promulgation is the legal 
prerequisite for enactment. International agreements and treaties prevail over the national 
legislation. Most key laws have been translated into the English language and published on-line, on 
the pages of the respective ministries and agencies. 
Key legal instruments involving chemicals and preparations 
 
 Environment Protection Act, Law on Protection against Harmful Impact of Chemical Substances 
and Preparations (LPHICSP), Clean Ambient Air Act, Water Act, Law on Waste Management, Law 
on the preservation of agricultural lands, Law on the Protection of Soil Against Pollution, Law of 
health, Law on health and safe work conditions and Law on control of foreign trade with weapons 
and with goods and technologies with possible double use. 
І. MAIN LAWS AND RELATED SECONDARY LEGISLATION 
 
1. THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT (EPA), adopted SG .91/2002, amended in 
the SG 98/2002, amended, SG 86/2003, supplemented, SG 70/2004, effective as of 1.01.2005. 
 This Act regulates the social relations with regard to protection of the environment and of 
human health; biodiversity conservation; conservation and use of environmental media; control and 
management of environmental damage and pollution sources; pollution prevention and control; 
establishment and operation of the National System for Environmental Monitoring; environmental 
protection strategies, programmes and plans; the economic organization of environmental 
protection activities; collection of, and access to, environmental information; the rights and 
obligations of the state, the municipalities, the legal and natural persons to protect the environment.  
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 The purposes of this act are achieved by means of: regulation of the regimes of conservation 
and use of environmental media; control over the status and use of environmental media and of the 
sources of pollution and damage; establishment of permissible emission levels and of environmental 
quality standards; environmental impact assessment (EIA); issuance of integrated permits for 
pollution prevention, reduction and control; 
 Environmental protection is based on the following principles: sustainable development; 
prevention and reduction of human-health risks; priority of pollution prevention over subsequent 
elimination of pollution damage; public participation in, and transparency of, the environmental 
decision making process; public awareness about the state of the environment; polluters pay for 
caused damages; restoration and improvement of environmental quality in polluted and disturbed 
areas; prevention of pollution and damage, and other unfavourable impacts in clean areas; 
integration of environmental protection policy into the sectoral and regional economic and social 
development policies; access to justice on environmental issues. 
 With the new Environment Protection Act, Bulgaria has harmonized its national legislation 
regarding the environmental impact assessment (EIA), conforming fully to the requirements about 
the scope of activities, subject to assessment, and about the definitions of the principles, procedures, 
and transboundary impacts. 
Environmental Assessment and Environmental Impact Assessment 
 Environmental assessment and environmental impact assessment are carried out for plans, 
programmes and investment proposals for construction, activities and technologies, or their 
amendment, which, if carried out, can cause significant environmental impacts.  
• Regulation 2/05.03.2003 by the Minister of Environment and Water on the Procedures for 
Environmental Impact Assessment of national, regional and territorial development plans and 
programs and their amendments (SG,  24/2003) 
• Regulation 1/26.02.2003 by the Minister of Environment and Water on the Procedures for 
Creation and Maintenance of a Public Register of Experts Carrying Out Environmental Evaluations 
and Environmental Impact Assessment, and the Procedure for Application by Persons for Inclusion 
in the Register (SG 22/2003); 
• Regulation on the conditions, procedures and methods for environmental assessment of plans 
and programmes, CM Decree 139/24.06.2004, SG 57/2004, in force 1.07.2004. 
• Regulation on the conditions and procedures for implementation of environmental impact 
assessment of investment proposals for construction, activities and technologies, CM Decree  
59/07.03.2003, SG 25/2003; 
• Regulation on the National Environmental Management and Auditing Scheme, CM Decree 
61/12.03.2003, SG 26/2003, effective 22.09.2003, SG 31/2003. 
• Convention on the Transboundary Effects of Industrial Accidents, signed by the Republic of 
Bulgaria on March 18 1992 in Helsinki, Finland, ratified, SG 28/1995, effective May 12 1995.  
• Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context, signed by the 
Republic of Bulgaria on 25.02 February .1995 in Espoo, Finland, Ratified, SG 28/1995, effective   
September 10 1997, amended SG 89/1999. 
 
The Ministry of Environment and Water is the competent authority for the organization and 
implementation of the environmental impact assessment (EIA) procedures. The High 
Environmental Expert Council is the competent authority ruling on IEA statements. The Council 
comprises experts who are representatives of the Ministry of Environment and Water, the Ministry 
of Regional Development and Public Works, the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Forestry, the Ministry of Economy, and representatives of municipalities and NGOs.  
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Freedom of public access to environmental information: 
 Everyone is entitled to access to the available environmental information concerning:  
?  the condition of environmental media and their interaction;  
?  the factors, activities and/or measures affecting the environmental media; 
?  human health status and public safety; 
 The central and territorial executive authorities are responsible for the collection and storage 
of environmental information. 
 The ministries, governmental agencies and territorial executive authorities collect, process 
and submit information on the condition of the environment, such as the Ministry of Environment 
and Water (MoEW), Ministry of Health (MoH); the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry (MoAF); 
the Ministry of Transport and Communications (MoTC); the National Institute of Statistics (NIS); 
the Energy and Energy Resources State Agency; the Institute of Metrology and Hydrology (IMH) 
and all municipal administrations. 
 The competent authorities exchange the available raw and pre-processed environmental 
information among themselves free of charge, as well as with municipalities, where such 
information is necessary for making of decision within the competences of municipalities. The 
national public radio and television operators, in their broadcasts: disseminate information about the 
environmental protection and management; ensure protection of the right to information about the 
state of the environment; promote the knowledge and scientific and technical achievements in 
environmental conservation by broadcasting Bulgarian and foreign educational programmes. 
• Order No RD-969/28.07.2003 of the Minister of Environment and Water on the improvement of 
the administration of the Ministry of Environment and Water when serving citizens and legal 
persons regarding requests for access to public information; 
• Order No RD-796/20.06.2003 of the Minister of Environment and Water on the internal 
procedures for provision of access to public information; 
• Order No RD-110/11.02.2003 of the Minister of Environment and Water on establishment and 
publishing on the web-page of the Executive Environmental Agency (EEA) of the Ministry of 
Environment and Water of a description of the information media and resources containing 
environmental information, and its defining as a Catalogue of sources of environmental information 
(SG, 21/07.03.2003); 
• Order No RD-111/11.02.2003 of the Minister of Environment and Water on the organization and 
the procedures concerning the requests for access to information applications and on the 
establishing of a Register of requests for access to information; 
• Law on the ratification of the Agreement between the European Community and the Republic of 
Bulgaria concerning the participation of the Republic of Bulgaria in the European Environment 
Agency and the European Information and Observation network (SG 105/2000); 
 
National System for Environmental Monitoring 
 The Republic of Bulgaria participates in the EIONET network has been cooperating actively 
with the European Environment Agency for the last four years. National focal points and reference 
centres have been identified in the different sectors. The National Focal Point for the European 
Environmental Agency is the Executive Environmental Agency of the Ministry of Environment and 
Water. Methodological guidance on the monitoring activities is provided by the Executive 
Environmental Agency. The National System for Environmental Monitoring covers the entire 
territory of Bulgaria. A National Automated System for Environmental Monitoring is created for 
the provision of information for the National System for Environmental Monitoring. The National 
Automated System for Environmental Monitoring is organised at national, basin, and regional 
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levels. Measurements and laboratory testing are conducted by accredited laboratories. 
 The system provides timely and reliable information about the environmental media. The 
objectives of the National System for Environmental Monitoring are: supervision of the national 
environmental media monitoring networks; processing, analysis, visualisation and storage of 
information; provision of on-going information; forecasting the condition, environmental risk 
assessment and elaboration of proposals for its improvement; provision of information to executive 
authorities and to the public; exchange of environmental information with the European Monitoring 
System; 
 The National System for Environmental Monitoring is organised and governed by the 
Minister of Environment and Water. The creation, operation, provision of equipment and 
information software for the National Automated System for Environmental Monitoring are carried 
out by the Executive Environmental Agency. Monitoring, measurements and testing, and the 
primary processing of results are carried out by the RIEW. Methodological guidance on the 
monitoring activities is provided by the Executive Environmental Agency. Environmental 
assessments are conducted at the regional and national levels by the RIEW and by the Executive 
Environmental Agency. The data and assessment of the state of the environment are published in 
quarterly and annual bulletins on the state of the environment. 
 
CONSERVATION AND USE OF ENVIRONMENTAL MEDIA AND WASTE 
MANAGEMENT 
Conservation and Use of Water and Water Bodies 
 The conservation and use of water and water bodies are consistent with the terms and 
procedures of the Water Act. 
Soil Protection and Use 
 Soil protection guarantees efficient protection of human health and of the natural soil 
functions. The protection of soil and ground water against pollution with natural and artificial 
fertilizers and plant protection preparations is conducted by means of good agricultural practices. 
 The owners and operators of landfills, including tailings ponds, slag dumps, etc., and of 
storage facilities for waste and/or hazardous chemical substances, preparations and products 
organise and operate these facilities in a manner precluding pollution and damaging of soils and of 
other environmental media. 
Protection of the Atmospheric Air 
 The protection of clean atmospheric air ensures: protection of human health and of biotic 
nature against harmful impacts, and prevention of dangers and damages for the public from changes 
in the quality of atmospheric air, ozone layer depletion and climate changes resulting from various 
anthropogenic activities. 
 The protection of the atmospheric air is based on the principles of sustainable development 
and conforms to the terms and procedures of the Clean Air Act. 
Waste Management 
 Waste management aims to prevent, reduce or restrict the harmful impact of waste on 
human health and on the environment. Waste management conforms to the terms and procedures of 
this act and of the Waste Management Act. 
 
PREVENTION AND LIMITING OF INDUSTRIAL POLLUTION 
Prevention of Large Accidents 
 Industries and facilities where certain quantities of hazardous substances are stored 
introduce systems to prevent large accidents involving hazardous substances or mitigating their 
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consequences to life, human health, and the environment, consistent with the Regulation on the 
Conditions and Procedures for Issuance of Permits for Construction and Operation of New and 
Operation of Existing Enterprises and Facilities where a System for Prevention of Large Accidents 
Involving Hazardous Substances or Elimination of their Consequences is introduced, CM Decree  
84/15.04.2003, SG 38/2003, effective  01.01.2004. 
 This regulation defines the terms and procedures for issuance of permits under Article 104 
of the EPA, and the obligations of the operators of industries or facilities with introduced systems 
for prevention of large accidents involving hazardous chemical substances, or for mitigation of their 
consequences for life, human health and the environment. 
 This regulation defines the content of the permit applications and the procedures and manner 
of presenting information related to the measures to prevent large accidents.  
 The Regulation applies to industries and facilities where hazardous chemical substances are 
located in quantities equal or larger than those stipulated in Annex 3 of the EPA. It introduces the 
criteria defining an accident as large and the criteria defining an industry or facility as risky. The 
Regulation defines the criteria for drawing up of safety reports and the policy to prevent large 
accidents, and also the criteria for elaboration of emergency plans. The Regulation sets forth the 
keeping of a public register with data from industries to which permits have been issued under 
Article 104 of the EPA. The competent authority issuing integrated permits is the Ministry of 
Environment and Water. 
 The Minister of Environment and Water is the competent authority issuing, reviewing and 
amending the permits for construction and operation of new, and operation of existing industries 
and facilities. 
            The competent authorities implementing the system preventing large accidents involving 
hazardous substances or mitigating their consequences are the chairman of the Civil Protection 
State Agency, the Minister of Internal Affairs, the Director of the Fire and Emergency Safety 
National Service, the Minister of Health, the Chairman of the State Agency for Standardization and 
Metrology, the Regional Governors and the local self-government authorities. The Minister of 
Environment and Water coordinates the activities of the authorities implementing the system.  
            In case of large accidents in an industry, the above institutions undertake different steps to 
handle the situation and counteract the accident. The first reaction focuses on preventing secondary 
pollution of the environment and on preventing secondary threats to human health.  
 
 
Other important secondary legislation related to the prevention of large accidents: 
• Rules for the Procedures and Activities to Prevent and Eliminate the Consequences of Disasters, 
Emergencies and Catastrophes, SG 18/1998, amended and supplemented in the SG 15/2003;  
• Regulation 3/16.06.1997 on the Fire Safety of Operating Facilities, SG 60/1997. 
• Regulation 13/30.12.2003 on workers protection from risks, related to chemical agents’ 
exposure at work, SG 8/20.01.2003, effective 31.01.2005. 
• .Regulation 5/11.05.1999 on the order, manner and frequency of   risk assessment 
implementation, SG 47/21.05.1999. 
• Regulation on the conditions, procedures and methods for environmental assessment of plans 
and programmes, CM Decree 139/24.06.2004, SG 57/2004, effective 1.07.2004. 
• Regulation on adopting Regulation on carrying out of  Environmental Impact Assessments of 
Investment Proposals for construction, operation  and technologies, CM Decree  59/07.03.2003,  SG 
25/18.03.2003; 
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• Regulation 7/23.09.1999 on the minimum requirements for health and safe labour at work 
places on  working equipment use, SG 88/08.10.1999, amended SG 48/13.06.2000, amended and 
and supplemented  SG 43/13.05.2003, amended SG 37/04.05.2004, amended and supplemented SG 
88/2004National Programme for Prevention and Limitation of Natural Calamities and Accidents for 
the Period 1997 – 2002. 
 
Integrated Pollution Prevention and Control (IPPC) 
 
Integrated permits 
 
 The construction and operation of new and the operation of existing plants and facilities for 
certain categories of industrial activities specified in the EPA are allowed following the issuance of 
integrated permits. Integrated permits are required also in the event of substantial changes of the 
operation or existing plants caused by their extension. 
 The terms and procedures for issuing of integrated permits are defined in the Regulation on 
the Terms and Procedures for Integrated Permitting of the Operation of New and Existing Plants 
and Facilities, CM Decree 62/12.03.2003, SG 26/2003, amended SG 29/2003. 
 This regulation stipulates the procedures and manner of issuing of integrated permits for the 
construction and operation of new and for operation of existing plants and facilities, for the purpose 
of integrated pollution prevention and control (IPPC). It makes the following provisions: The 
permitting application procedure, the application content requirements, the monitoring 
requirements, the role of municipalities and the public, and the schedules for the stages of 
application checking and issuance of the permit. The integrated permit contains: emission limit 
values and BAT based technical measures; mandatory measures for protection of air, water and soil; 
monitoring requirements; conditions for limiting transboundary pollution; additional measures to 
comply with the current environmental quality standards.  
 Annex 4 of the EPA stipulates the activities which are subject to IPPC control. The 
integrated permits are issued by the Minister of Environment and Water, and the Executive 
Environmental Agency is responsible for most of the permitting work, the Regional Inspectorates of 
Environment and Water control the compliance with the terms of the permit, and the Basin 
Directorates issue water use and waste water discharge permits, and participate in the drafting of the 
permit for facilities on their territory. 
 A list has been made of 250 existing industries that will prepare the permitting documents 
required by the competent authority (MoEW) for their activities in the next eight years. The 
condition for the permit will be to implement programmes for compliance with the regulations. The 
Regulation stipulates the rights of the competent authority to ongoing control and to changing the 
terms of the integrated permit when justified to do so. The permit is reviewed every 10 years. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL STRATEGIES AND PROGRAMMES 
 The Minister of Environment and Water, in agreement with the Minister of Health, the 
Minister of Regional Development and Public Works, the Minister of Transport and 
Communications, the Minister of Agriculture and Forestry, and the other interested ministers and 
leaders of governmental agencies, develops the 10-year National Environmental Strategy and 
deposits it for approval by the Council of Ministers. 
 The process of development and public hearing of the National Environmental Strategy 
involves representatives of the scientific community, non-governmental environmental 
organisations, and trade organisations. The National Environmental Strategy is adopted by the 
National Assembly and is promulgated subsequently. 
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 The National Environmental Strategy contains: analysis of the state of the environment by 
media, of the factors that influence them, of the trends and of the sources of environmental pollution 
and damage by national economic sectors; objectives and priorities; means to achieve the 
objectives; five-year action plan with specific institutional, organisation and investment measures, 
deadlines, responsible institutions, necessary resources and financing sources; a scheme for 
organisation, observation and reporting on the implementation of the Action Plan. 
 The national plans and programmes for individual environmental media and impact factors 
are based on the basis of the principles, objectives and priorities of the National Environmental 
Strategy consistent with the requirements of the special environmental laws. 
 
COERCIVE ADMINISTRATIVE MEASURES AND ADMINISTRATIVE AND PENAL 
LIABILITY 
 The Minister of Environment and Water, the RIEW Directors, the Directors of the National 
Parks, and the Directors of the Basin Directorates revert to the coercive administrative measures in 
the event of non-compliance with the EPA. 
 Violations of this act, not comprising crime, are grounds for imposing fines to natural 
persons, Regional Governors, mayors of municipalities, mayors of regions, mayors of mayor’s 
offices, and officials, and for imposing of property sanctions to sole proprietors.  
 The Regulation on the Procedures for Determination and Imposing of Sanctions for 
Environmental Damage or Pollution in Excess of the Emission Limit Values, CM Decree 
169/29.07.2003, SG 69/2003, stipulates the mechanism for setting the sanctions, the manner of 
recording, and the grounds for sanctioning. The annexes to the Regulation define the amount of the 
sanction in keeping with the quantities of polluting substances in water, atmospheric air or soils, or 
as generated waste.  
 
Preventive measures related to reduction of the environmental and human-health risks 
 The secondary legislation stipulates the emission limit values and the ambient air 
quality in respect of harmful substances in the atmosphere and in other environmental media, 
and defines the rights and obligations of the competent governmental and municipal 
authorities on the one hand, and of the natural and legal persons on the other, for overall 
management of the processes and activities involving chemicals. As can be seen from Table 
4.A, the competent authorities in this area are the Ministry of Environment and Water, the 
Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry and their structures in Bulgaria, 
and in some areas the responsible authorities are the structures of the Civil Protection State 
Agency, the Fire and Accident Safety National Service at the Ministry of Internal Affairs, the 
Ministry of Economy, etc. 
 The special laws on atmospheric air, water, soil, waste, chemicals, stipulate the rights 
and obligations of the governmental and municipal institutions, the natural and legal persons, 
and the requirements for preventive and other activities aiming to ensure better environmental 
quality and to reduce the environmental and human-health risks. 
 The secondary legislation under the laws on air, water, soil, waste, occupational labour, etc. 
specify the admissible concentrations of chemical substances which are hazardous to human health 
and the environment, the competent authorities responsible for monitoring. The regulations provide 
for compensation schemes for pollution or damages caused to the environment and to human health 
through enforcement of administrative measures such as fines, sanctions and, where necessary, 
termination of the industrial activity. In the event of existing industries, temporary standards are 
introduced as well to allow attainment of compliance with the regulations within the legal 
schedules. 
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 Secondary legislation stipulating the reduction of the environmental and human-health risks 
• Regulation 2/19.02.1998 on the admissible emissions standards (concentrations in waste gases) 
of sulphur Dioxide, nitrous oxides and dust-like substances, released into the atmospheric air from 
new large combustion plants, SG 51/06.05.1998, amended and supplemented SG 34/1999, amended 
SG 73/1999, SG 93/21.01.2003. 
• Regulation 3 on the Admissible Content of Harmful Substances in Soils, SG 36/1979, amended 
and supplemented SG 5/1996, last amended SG 39/16.04.2002. 
• Regulation 3 on the Admissible Limit Values of Chemical Substances Released by Polymer 
Construction Materials in Residential and Public Buildings, SG 17/1984. 
• Regulation 13/30.12.2003 on workers protection from risks, related to chemical agents’ 
exposure at work, SG 8/20.01.2003, effective 31.01.2005. 
 
 The preventive activities aimed to reduce the environmental and human-health risks and to 
bring compliance with the regulations are stipulated in the Environment Protection Act, and in the 
regulations on the introduction of EIA procedures and on the issuing of integrated permits for 
construction and operating of existing plants and facilities of certain categories of industrial activity, 
and also, in the regulation on protection in the case of emergencies involving hazardous chemical 
substances: 
• Regulation on the conditions, procedures and methods for environmental assessment of plans 
and programmes, CM Decree 139/24.06.2004, SG 57/2004, effective 1.07.2004. 
• Regulation on adopting Regulation on carrying out of  Environmental Impact Assessments of 
Investment Proposals for construction, operation  and technologies, CM Decree  59/07.03.2003,  SG 
25/18.03.2003; 
• Regulation on the Terms and Procedures for Issuance of Integrated Permits for Construction 
and Operation of New and Existing Industrial Plants and Facilities, CM Decree 62/12.03.2003, SG 
26/2003, amended SG 29/2003. 
• Regulation on the Conditions and Procedures for Issuance of Permits for Construction and 
Operation of New and Operation of Existing Enterprises and Facilities where a System for 
Prevention of Large Disasters Involving Hazardous Substances or Elimination of their 
Consequences, CM Decree  84/15.04.2003, SG 38/2003, effective 01.01.2004. 
 
2 PROTECTION AGAINST THE HARMFUL IMPACT OF CHEMICAL 
SUBSTANCES, PREPARATIONS AND PRODUCTS ACT 
 
Law on Protection against Harmful Impact of Chemical Substances and Preparations 
(LPHICSP) SG, 10/2000,  effective 5.02.2002, amended SG 91/2002, SG 86/2003, amended and 
supplemented SG 114/2003, effective 31.01.2004. 
 This Act sets out the terms and procedures for marketing, trading, import, export, storage 
and use of chemicals, the state control over them, and the rights and obligations of legal and natural 
persons who market, trade, store, use, import or export these substances for the purpose of 
protection of human health and life and environmental protection. This act extends also to 
chemicals in free trading areas in the Republic of Bulgaria. 
 It defines the procedures and manner of categorizing, packaging and labelling of existing 
and new chemicals for each person releasing chemical substances or preparation on the market; 
regulates the procedure for notification of new chemical substances, intermediate products and 
polymers, and for assessment of their risks for human-health and the environment; defines the terms 
and procedures for marketing of biocides; stipulates the procedures for permitting of import and 
registration of exports of hazardous chemicals. 
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 Subject to control are chemicals, for classification, packaging and labelling; notified 
chemical substances; intermediate products for which limited research programmes are allowed; 
hazardous chemicals that are prohibited for trading or use; the production of goods which may 
contain hazardous chemicals, and whose use is restricted or prohibited; hazardous chemicals that 
are subject to import and export restrictions; the storage conditions specified by the manufacturer in 
the material safety data sheet. 
 The Minister of Environment and Water exercises control for environmental protection, and 
the Minister of Health exercises control for protection of the public health. Pursuant to the Plant 
Protection Act, state control authorities control plant protection preparations on the market. 
 The act creates the legal grounds for issuance of the following secondary legislation for its 
implementation: 
• Regulation on the Procedures and the Manner of Classification, Packaging and Labelling 
of Chemical Substances and Preparations, CM Decree  316/20.12.2002, SG 5/ 2003, effective  
01.01.2004, amended and supplemented CM Decree   174/19.07.2004, SG 66/2004, effective  
01.01.2005. 
This regulation defines the procedures and manner of classifying of chemicals; the requirements for 
packaging and labelling; additional requirements for marketing of hazardous chemicals meant for 
professional use; the criteria for selection of alternative names of substances which are part of 
chemical preparations and can be written on the label of the preparation..  
• Regulation on notification of  new chemical substances, CM Decree 137/03.07.2002, SG 
67/2002, effective  01.01.2004, last amendment SG 110/17.12.2004 
 This regulation defines the procedures and the manner of notification of new chemical 
substances manufactured or imported in the Republic of Bulgaria independently or as part of a 
preparation or product; the obligations of the notifying person following receipt of the certificate for 
registration of notified chemical substances; the requirements concerning the content and format of 
notification documents; the rights and obligations of the competent authority. 
Each notifying person must notify of all new chemical substances prior to their releasing into the 
market. Licenses for registration of notified chemical substances are issued by the Ministry of 
Environment and Water.  
• Regulation on the Final Risk for Men and Environment of New Chemical Substances, 
CM Decree  131/01.07.2002, SG 67/2000, effective 01.01.2004., last amendment SG 
110/17.12.2004. 
This regulation defines the methodology for final assessment of the human-health and 
environmental risks from the impact of new chemical substances, referred to as “final risk 
assessment”. This regulation applies to all new notified chemical substances. The competent 
authority issuing final risk assessment certificates is the Ministry of Environment and Water. The 
final risk assessment certificates are issued following expert assessments of human health risks and 
of environmental risks. The Ministry of Health carry out expert assessment of human-health risks. 
The Ministry of Environment and Water conducts expert environmental risk assessment. 
• Regulation relating to bans and restrictions on the marketing and use of Dangerous 
Chemical Substances and Preparations, CM Decree 130/01.07.2002, SG, 69/2002, effective 
01.01.2003, amended and supplemented CM Decree 156/07.07.2004, SG 62/2004 
The Annex to the regulation introduces hazardous chemicals whose trading and use are prohibited 
or restricted to protect human health and the environment. 
• Regulation on Import and Export of Dangerous Chemical Substances and Preparations on 
the territory of  the Republic of Bulgaria, CM Decree 129/01.07.2002,, SG, 66/2002, effective 
01.01.2004 new CM Decree 161/12.07.2004,  SG 63/2004, effective  01.01.2005. 
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 This regulation defines the procedures and manner of importing and exporting certain 
hazardous chemicals in the Republic of Bulgaria. 
 This new import and export Regulation, which will become effective as of January 1, 2005, 
defines hazardous chemicals that are subject to import permitting; the conditions for registration of 
the export of hazardous chemicals and for notification of the countries to which export is directed; 
the content and the format of documents permitting the import and registration of the import of 
hazardous chemicals; the hazardous chemicals whose import or export to and from Bulgaria is 
prohibited; the content of the public register of exported and imported hazardous chemicals. 
 This regulation applies to hazardous chemicals that are subject to prohibitions of strict 
restrictions for one or more sub-categories of use; or are subject to the preliminary informed 
consent procedure in international trading in certain hazardous chemical substances and pesticides, 
consistent with the Rotterdam Convention; or are identified as required for inclusion in the 
preliminary informed consent procedure consistent with the requirements of the Convention. The 
competent authority for the implementation of this regulation is the Ministry of Environment and 
Water. 
 
Prevention and reduction of pollution of the environment with asbestos 
• Regulation 5/15.04.2003 on the Prevention and Reduction of Environmental Pollution with 
Asbestos, SG 39/2003. 
• Regulation 2/19.02.1998 on the admissible emissions standards (concentrations in waste 
gases) of sulphur Dioxide, nitrous oxides and dust-like substances, released into the atmospheric air 
from new large combustion plants, SG 51/06.05.1998, amended and supplemented SG 34/1999, 
amended SG 73/1999, SG 93/21.01.2003.  
• Regulation 13/30.12.2003 on workers protection from risks, related to chemical agents’ 
exposure at work, SG 8/20.01.2003, effective 31.01.2005. 
• Regulation 7/25.05.1992 on the hygienic requirements for health protection of urban 
environment, SG 46/04.06.1992, amended and supplemented SG 20/05.03.1999. 
 
Marketing of biocide preparations and plant protection chemicals 
 
• Regulation 8 on the procedures and conditions for carrying out of disinfestation and pest 
control, SG 49/02.06.1992. 
• Regulation 27 on the import of goods of significance for Public Health, SG 75/1995, 
amended SG 78/02.09.2003, SG 4/16.01.2004, effective 16.01.2004, SG 15/24.02.2004.. 
• Regulation 17 on the Activities of Disinfection Stations, SG 87/1992. 
• Regulation on the Specific Requirements on the Marketing of Detergents,SG 
62/16.07.2004. 
• Regulation on the Permitting of Plant Protection Chemicals, CM Decree 213/16.09.2002, 
SG 93/2002, amended SG 114/2003, effective 01.01.2006. 
 This regulation sets out the terms and procedures for permitting of plant protection 
chemicals. The competent authorities for its implementation are the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Forestry and the National Plant Protection Service. Consistent with the provisions, lists of the plant 
protection chemicals allowed for marketing and for use are published every year. The companies 
conducting activities involving such chemicals must be licensed. A public register of companies is 
maintained. 
• Regulation on the Special Requirements for the Composition, Packaging, Labelling, and on 
the Methods for Sampling and Analysis of Fertilizers, adopted with Decree of the Council of 
Ministers 5/16.01.2003, promulgated in the SG 10/2003. 
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This Regulation introduces special requirements for the composition, packaging, labelling, and for 
the methods for sampling and analysis of fertilizers allowed for use in Bulgaria. The competent 
governmental authority is the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry. 
 
• Regulation 44 on the terms and procedures for marketing of biocide preparations, SG 
113/28.12.2004.   
 
 
3. CLEAN AIR ACT 
 
Clean Ambient Air Act (CAA), SG, 45/28.05.1996, effective 29.06.1996, amended SG 49/1996, 
amended SG 85/1997, amended and supplemented SG 27/2000, SG 102/2001, amended SG 
91/2002, SG 112/23.12.12.2003, and effective 1.01.2004. 
 The objective of this act is to protect the health of humans and that of their progeny, of 
animals and plants, of their communities and habitats, protect the natural and cultural values from 
harmful impacts, and prevent the occurrence of public hazards and damages from changes of 
atmospheric air quality as a result of various activities. 
 It defines the setting of atmospheric air quality parameters and standards; limitation of 
emissions; the rights and obligations of state and municipal authorities, and the legal and natural 
persons, concerning the control, management, and maintenance of atmospheric air quality; the 
liquid fuel quality requirements, and the enforcement of liquid-fuel quality compliance during 
marketing. 
 Atmospheric air quality is assessed for the following parameters: suspended and fine dust 
particulates (aerosols, fogs, smoke, dust); sulphuric oxide; nitric dioxide and/or nitric oxides; ozone; 
lead (aerosol); benzene; polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons; heavy metals – cadmium, nickel, 
mercury and arsenic. In certain areas, depending on the sources and level of emissions and ambient 
air pollutants, monitoring is conducted also of the content of other specific pollutants such as 
hydrogen sulphide, phenol, ammonia, cadmium etc.  
 Securing atmospheric air quality (AAQ) consistent with the established standards requires 
introduction of new standards for content of lead, sulphur and other environmentally harmful 
substances in fuel by the Minister of Environment and Water jointly with the Minister of Health and 
in agreement with interested agencies, prohibiting the import and production in the country of fuels 
containing harmful substances in excess of the admissible levels; admissible limit values for 
harmful substances released into the atmosphere from stationary sources – by the Minister of 
Environment and Water jointly with interested agencies; emission limit values for harmful 
substances in automotive exhaust – by the Minister of Transport and communications jointly with 
the Minister of Environment and Water and the Minister of Health. 
 The Ministry of Environment and Water conducts the state policy on protection of the 
atmospheric air to secure sustainable development. The municipal authorities and the regional 
environmental inspectorates control and manage the activities aimed to ensure clean air in their 
territory. 
 The atmospheric air quality is monitored by means of the National System for Monitoring, 
Control and Information on the Condition of the Environment of the Ministry of Environment and 
Water. 
 The control and monitoring of transboundary transfer of polluting substances, of the 
background quality of atmospheric air, and of the impact of atmospheric air pollution on the global 
National Profile for the Management of Chemicals in the Republic of Bulgaria 
 
Chapter 4- page 33
 
processes are conducted by the Ministry of Environment and Water and by the National Institute of 
Metrology and Hydrology at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences. 
 The assessment of health and environmental risks related to the atmospheric air quality is 
conducted by the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Environment and Water. 
 The information from the national and local systems for monitoring of atmospheric air 
quality is published in official bulletins and is public domain. 
 This act introduces special requirements for the design, construction, and operation of sites 
which are sources of emissions. The sites and facilities, which are potential sources of emissions, 
with positive EIA statements (where required by the EPA) are issued permits for 1 to 5 years for the 
specific conditions of operation. Consistent with the act, the legal and natural persons carrying out 
activities involving sources of emissions into the atmospheric air must carry out emission 
monitoring, perform regular inspections and prepare and implement maintenance programmes for 
the treatment facilities for compliance with the emission limit values set in the permit. 
 The immediate control of the state and operation of sites containing sources of atmospheric 
emissions, the functioning of treatment facilities, and the emissions from individual sources is 
performed by the Minister of Environment and Water, RIEW and municipal authorities, and the 
control of automotive emissions is carried out by the Ministry of Internal Affairs and by the 
Ministry of Transport and communications. In the event of non-compliance, the control authorities 
issue prescriptions the adherence to which is mandatory. The Minister of Environment and Water, 
the Regional Inspectorate of Environment and Water, and the municipal authorities may, to the 
extent of their competence, restrict or discontinue industrial and others activities in the event of 
non-compliance with the prescriptions; or if the type and degree of air pollution emitted from the 
source increase the human-health and environmental risks to a significant extent. 
Where the obligations established with the Clean Air Act are violated, administrative penalties – 
fines – are imposed, their amount varying with the type and quantity of the emitted pollutants. 
 
Assessment and management of the atmospheric air quality 
 
• Regulation 7/03.05.1999 on Ambient Air Quality Assessment and Management, SG 
45/14.05.1999, effective 01.01.2000. 
• Regulation 8/03.05.1999 on Concerning Norms (Limit Concentration) for Ozone in Ambient 
Air, SG 46/18.05.1999, amended and supplemented SG 64/2004, effective 01.01. 2005. 
• Regulation 9/03.05.1999 on Concerning Norms (Limit Concentration) for Sulphur Dioxide, 
Nitrogen Dioxide, Fine Dust Particulates and Lead in the Atmospheric Air, SG 46/18.06.1999,  
effective 01.01.2000. 
The institutions responsible for the enforcement of the above regulations are the Ministry of 
Environment and Water and the local self-government authorities. The Ministry of Environment 
and Water and the Executive Environmental Agency, in agreement with the National Centre for 
Hygiene, Medical Ecology and Nutrition at the Ministry of Health, are responsible for air quality 
assessment in Bulgaria. The municipalities, assisted by the Regional Inspectorates of Environment 
and Water and in agreement with the regional structures of the Ministry of Healthcare are 
responsible for the development and implementation of air quality improvement programmes in the 
areas of poor air quality. The obligations of the municipalities include using the National 
Environmental Monitoring System of the Ministry of Environment and Water to provide 
information to the public about exceeding of the alarm thresholds and implementation of the action 
plans developed for this purpose.  
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Fuel quality 
• Regulation on the Requirements for Liquid Fuels Quality, Conditions, Order and the Manner of 
their Control, CM Decree 156/15.07.2003, SG 66/25.07.2003, effective 01.10.2003. 
The State Agency for Metrology and Technical Supervision (SAMTS) exercises control of liquid 
fuel quality through its Chief Directorate of Liquid Fuel Quality Control (CDLFQC). 
The Ministry of Environment and Water and the State Agency for Metrology and Technical 
Supervision draws up annual reports with summarised national data about the quality of liquid 
fuels.  
Control and limitation of the emissions of volatile organic compounds (VOC) released into the 
atmospheric air  
•  Regulation 16/12.08.1999 on the Reduction of VOC Emissions from Storage, Loading or 
Unloading and Transport of Petrol, SG 75/1999, effective 25.05.2000.. 
• Regulation 7/21.10.2003 on the Emission Limit Concentration for Volatile Organic Compounds 
Discharged  in Atmospheric Air from  Certain Plants, Using Solvents, SG 96/31.10.2003, effective 
01.01.2004. 
The Ministry of Environment and Water, the Regional Inspectorates of Environment and Water, 
and the Municipal authorities control the compliance with the VOC emission limit values. 
 
Control and limitation of the emissions of harmful substances released into the atmospheric 
air 
• Regulation 3/25.02.1998 on the Conditions and Order for Approval of Temporary Norms for 
Emissions of Harmful Substances, Emitted in Atmospheric Air from Stationary Sources, Connected 
to the National Fuel - Energy Balance, SG 51/06.05.1998 
• Regulation 2/19.02.1998 Concerning Norms for Admissible Emissions (Concentrations in Waste 
Gases) of Harmful Substances Emitted in Atmospheric Air from Static Sources,  SG 5106.05.1998, 
last amended SG 93/21.10.2003. 
• Regulation 10/06.10.2003 on the Emission Limit Value (Concentrations in Waste Gases) of 
Sulphur Dioxide, Nitrogen Oxides and Total Dust, Emitted in the Atmospheric Air from Large 
Combustion Plants, SG 93/21.10.2003. 
• Regulation 14/23.09.1997 on the Norms for Admissible Limit Concentration of Hazardous 
Substances in the Atmospheric Air of the Populated Areas, SG 88/03.10.1997, amended SG 
8/22.01.2002, effective 1.01.2002, SG 14/20.02.2004, effective 1.01.2004. 
• Regulation № 6/ 26.03. 1999  Concerning the Order and Manner for Measure Emissions of 
Harmful Substances, Emitted in Atmospheric Air from Objects with Static Sources, SG 
31/06.04.1999, amended and supplemented SG 52/26.07.2000 and SG 93/21.10.2003. 
• Regulation 9/03.05.1999 on Concerning Norms (Limit Concentration) for Sulphur Dioxide, 
Nitrogen Dioxide, Fine Dust Particulates and Lead in the Atmospheric Air, SG 46/18.06.1999,  
effective 01.01.2000. 
 
Control and limitation of the emissions of harmful substances released into the atmospheric 
air from large combustion plants (LCP) 
• Regulation 10/06.10.2003 on the Emission Limit Value (Concentrations in Waste Gases) of 
Sulphur Dioxide, Nitrogen Oxides and Total Dust, Emitted in the Atmospheric Air from Large 
Combustion Plants, SG 93/21.10.2003. 
• Regulation № 6/ 26.03. 1999  Concerning the Order and Manner for Measure Emissions of 
Harmful Substances, Emitted in Atmospheric Air from Objects with Static Sources, SG 
31/06.04.1999, amended and supplemented SG 52/26.07.2000 and SG 93/21.10.2003.. 
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• Regulation on the Conditions and Procedures for Issuance of Integrated Permits for Construction 
and Operation of New and Existing Industrial Plants and Facilities, CM    Decree  62/12.03.2003, 
SG 26/2003, amended  SG 29/2003. 
To apply the requirements applying to the operational large combustion plants, the State Agency for 
Energy and Energy Resources (in agreement with the Ministry of Environment and Water) has 
developed in 1999 a National Plan for Implementation of Bulgaria’s Commitments under the 
Convention on Long-Range Transboundary Air Pollution (ratified on 09.06.1981), and the Second 
Sulphur Protocol. The plan is based on the Energy and Energy Resource Development Strategy for 
the Period until 2010, adopted previously by the National Assembly and includes specific measures 
concerning the LCP of the NEC and the heat-supply companies to meet the relevant national annual 
sulphur oxide emission thresholds.  
To ensure full compliance, including with the requirements to limit the emissions from existing 
LCPs, a National Program for the Limitation of Sulphur and Nitrogen Oxides in the Emissions from 
Existing LCPs was developed (by the Ministry of Environment and Water, the Ministry of 
Economy, and the State Agency for Energy and Energy Resources) and adopted by the Council of 
Ministers. 
The emission limit values (ELV) established by the regulations, and the relevant provisions for new 
LCPs have been part of our national legislation since 1999.  
The National Electricity Company (NEC) and the local heat supply companies under the State 
Agency for Energy and Energy Resources (SAEER) will ensure the implementation of the above 
plan and of the Programme for Limitation of Sulphur Dioxide and Nitric Oxide Emissions.  
Regulations regarding Bulgaria’s commitments under the international conventions on 
transboundary air pollution, climate changes and protection of the ozone layer 
Ozone depleting substances 
• MC 254/30.12.1999 on Control   and Management of Ozone Depleting Substances; 
Regulation on Accomplishment of Control and Management of Ozone Depleting Substances,  
SG, 3/11.01.2000, effective since 1.01.2000, amended and supplemented SG  96/11.10.2002, 
effective  1.01.2003. 
The Republic of Bulgaria has signed the Kyoto Protocol for limitation of the total national 
emissions of greenhouse gases under the Framework Convention on Climate Change. The 
commitments are to reduce the national emissions by 8% (for the period 2008-2012). 
The uniform mechanism for monitoring of carbon dioxide emissions is provided for by means of 
the Law on Ratification of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Changes (effective since 
12.05.1995) where 1988 is assumed as the basic year for Bulgaria regarding the anthropogenic 
emissions of greenhouse gases which are not subject to the Montreal Protocol. The national 
objective is that the level of greenhouse gas emissions in 2000 should not exceed that of the base 
year.  
 
4. WATER ACT 
Water Act, SG, 67/1999, effective 28.01.2000, amended and supplemented SG 91/25.09.2002, 
effective 1.01.2003, amended and supplemented SG 84/23.09.2003, amended SG 107/09.12.2003, 
SG 6/16.04.2004, amended SG 70/2004, effective 1.01.2005. 
This act defines the ownership and management of water in the Republic of Bulgaria as a national 
indivisible natural resource, and the ownership of water economy systems and facilities. 
 This act aims to ensure uniform and balanced management of water in the public interest, 
protection of the public health, and sustainable development of Bulgaria by means of: integrated, 
multiple and efficient use of the water resources; development and conservation of the water 
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resources to satisfy the needs for water of the present and future generations; restoration of water 
quality and protection of water against pollution, exhaustion, or other impacts on the regime of 
water; prevention or elimination of the consequences from the harmful impact on water. 
 National-level management of surface water and water of river estuaries; ground water, 
including mineral water; inland marine water and the territorial sea is the exclusive right of the 
Council of Ministers, exercised by the Ministry of Environment and Water. A Supreme Advisory 
Council on Water has been established in support of the Ministry of Environment and Water.  The 
Supreme Advisory Council on Water includes representatives of the Ministry of Environment and 
Water, the Ministry of Regional Development and Public Works, the Ministry of Agriculture and  
Forestry and the Agrarian Reform, the Ministry of Industry, the Ministry of Transport, the Ministry 
of Health, the Ministry of Finances, Civil Protection, the Ministry of Energy and Energy Resources, 
the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, the municipalities, non-governmental organizations directly 
concerned with water, and others. 
 This Act introduces basin partitioning of water bodies in Bulgaria, dividing the country into 
four watersheds. Also, basin management of water is introduced by means of basin authorities and 
river basin management plans. All surface water is categorized according to their environmental 
status. The monitoring system is made more specific by allocation of tasks to individual institutions. 
The public is involved, the main instrument of public involvement being the creation of basin 
councils as advisory authorities with public participation. 
 Water and water bodies are protected against pollution and damage by means of: prohibition 
for releasing of hazardous substances in quantities that endanger life and human health, and the 
biological diversity in the water bodies; restrictions for releases of harmful substances; definition of 
sanitary protection belts around drinking water sources and facilities, and around mineral water 
sources; construction of waste water treatment plants; establishment of the regime of irrigation and 
protection of flood plains; regulating of the prohibitions for disposal of waste and hazardous 
substances in locations where pollution of water may occur; 
 The act creates legal grounds for creation of regulations on particular elements of the overall 
water management system, by means of: 
• obtaining of permits for quantities of water used from certain sources; 
• obtaining of waste water discharging permits; 
• admissible limit values for various pollutants and other water quality parameters; 
• requirements for the treatment plants and facilities; 
• monitoring system requirements; 
• administrative and penal liabilities 
The following regulations transpose the provisions of the Water Act into the legislation of Bulgaria: 
Bathing water quality 
•  Regulation 8/25.01.2001 on the Quality of Coastal Marine Waters, SG 10/02.02.2001. 
• Regulation 11/25.02.2002 on Bathing Water Quality, SG 25/08.03.2002. 
• Regulation 7/08.08.1986 on the Quality of Inland Running Water, SG 96/12.12.1986. 
 The competent authorities enforcing and implementing the regulations are the Ministry of 
Health, the Ministry of Environment and Water, the Basin Directorates, and the Ministry of 
Regional Development and Public Works. 
 The Ministry of Health and the Regional Inspectorate of Hygiene and Epidemiology are 
responsible for monitoring and assessment of coastal marine water and of the quality of water 
meant for bathing and drinking.  
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 The Ministry of Environment and Water and the Basin Directorates are responsible for the 
organization and management of the National System for Water Monitoring, categorization of water 
and support activities related to national-level investment in this area.  
 The Ministry of Regional Development and Public Works and the municipalities control the 
construction, maintenance and normal operation of sewer networks and urban waste water treatment 
plants. 
Quality of water meant for human consumption and of the surface water meant for drinking 
water supply 
• Regulation 9/16.03.2001 on the Quality of Water Intended for Human Consumption, SG 
30/21.05.2001. 
• Regulation 12/18.06.2002 on the Quality Requirements for Surface Water Intended for 
Drinking Water and Household Supply, SG 63/28.06.2002. 
• Regulation 6/09.11.2000 on the Limit Values for Admissible Contents of Dangerous and 
Harmful Substances in Waste Water Discharged in Water Bodies, SG 97/28.11.2000, amended 
and supplemented SG 24/23.03.2004. 
• Regulation 7/14.11.2000 on the Terms and Procedure for Discharge of Industrial Waste Waters 
into Settlement Sewer Systems, SG 98/01.12.2000. 
 
 Several institutions are responsible for the enforcement and implementation of these 
regulations. The Ministry of Environment and Water jointly with the Basin Directorates develops 
national programs for protection and sustainable development of water; establish the boundaries of 
water and water bodies which are public property of the state; organize the development of 
management plans for the respective basin. 
 The Ministry of Health controls the quality of water meant for drinking purposes. 
 The Ministry of Regional Development and Public Works conducts the state policy for 
operation, construction, rehabilitation, and upgrading of urban water supply and sewerage systems 
and facilities. 
 The municipalities control the construction, maintenance and proper operation of sewer 
networks and urban waste water treatment plants. 
 
Quality of water inhabited by fish and shellfish 
• Regulation 4/20.10.2000 on the Quality of Waters Supporting Fish and Shellfish Organisms’ 
Life, SG, 88/27.10.2000.. 
 
 The Ministry of Environment and Water, the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry and 
municipalities control the quality of water suitable for breeding of fish and shellfish. 
 
Waste water 
• Regulation 6/09.11.2000 on the Limit Values for Admissible Contents of Dangerous and 
Harmful Substances in Waste Water Discharged in Water Bodies, SG 97/28.11.2000, amended 
and supplemented SG 24/23.03.2004. 
• Regulation 7/14.11.2000on the Terms and Procedure for Discharge of Industrial Waste Waters 
into Settlement Sewer Systems, SG 98/01.12.2000. 
• Regulation 8/25.01.2001 on the Quality of Coastal Marine Waters, SG 10/02.02.2001. 
• Regulation 10/27.07.2001 on the Issuing Permits for Waste Water Discharge into Water Bodies 
and Setting Individual Emission Limits Values for Point Sources of Pollution, SG 
66/27.07.2001. 
National Profile for the Management of Chemicals in the Republic of Bulgaria 
 
Chapter 4- page 38
 
 The Ministry of Environment and Water and the Basin Directorates carry out the basin-level 
activities related to the National System for Water Monitoring, control the pollution of receiving 
water and of ground water caused by emergency releases, control the proper operation of waste 
water treatment plants. 
 The Ministry of Regional Development and Public Works conducts the state policy for 
operation, construction, rehabilitation, and upgrading of urban water supply and sewerage systems 
and facilities. 
 The municipalities are entrusted with the control of the construction, maintenance and 
proper operation of sewer networks and urban waste water treatment plants. 
 The Ministry of Healthcare controls the use of sludge from waste water treatment plants as 
fertilizers. 
 
Protection of water from pollution with hazardous substances 
• Regulation 1/07.07.2000 on the Exploration, Use and Protection of Groundwater, SG 
57/14.07.2000, amended SG 64/04.08.2000. 
• Regulation 2/16.10.2000 on the Protection of Water against Pollution Caused by Nitrates from 
Agriculture Source, SG 87/2000 
• Regulation 3/16.10.2000 on the terms and procedures for exploration, design, approval and 
operation of  sanitary protected areas around water sources and installation for drinking and 
domestic  water supply  and around the sources of mineral water used for therapeutic, 
preventive, drinking and hygienic purposes,  SG 88/27.10.2000. 
• Regulation 5/08.22.2000 on the Procedure and Manner for Establishment of Networks and the 
Operation of the National Water Monitoring System, SG 95/21.11.2000.  
• Regulation 10/27.07.2001 on the Issuing Permits for Waste Water Discharge into Water Bodies 
and Setting Individual Emission Limits Values for Point Sources of Pollution, SG 
66/27.07.2001. 
• Regulation 6/09.11.2000 on the Limit Values for Admissible Contents of Dangerous and 
Harmful Substances in Waste Water Discharged in Water Bodies, SG 97/28.11.2000, amended 
and supplemented SG 24/23.03.2004. 
• Regulation 7/14.11.2000 on the Terms and Procedure for Discharge of Industrial Waste Waters 
into Settlement Sewer Systems, SG 98/01.12.2000. 
 
 The Ministry of Environment and Water and the Basin Directorates control the proper 
operation of the waste water treatment plants, sewerage systems and self-monitoring systems. The 
municipalities conduct the policy related to the operation, rehabilitation and upgrading of water 
economy systems and facilities. The industry has the obligation to construct treatment facilities and 
systems for self-monitoring of water. 
 
5. LAW of WASTE MANAGEMENT  
Law of Waste Management, SG 86/24.03.2003 amended SG 70/2004, effective 1.01.2005. 
In September 2003 the National Assembly adopted a new Waste Management Act that harmonises 
the national waste management legislation with that of the EU. 
 This act defines the environmentally sound management of waste as a set of rights and 
obligations, solutions, actions and activities related to the generation and treatment of waste, and the 
forms of control over these activities. 
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 The act defines the requirements for the products forming hazardous or widespread waste 
during production or after use. 
 Waste management aims to prevent, reduce or restrict the harmful impact of waste on 
human health and on the environment. 
 This act creates the legal grounds for creation of regulations on the various aspects of waste 
management – transport, treatment, disposal, and the requirements for the landfills for various types 
of waste, the import and export of waste, and the respective permit regimes; categorization of 
hazardous waste. The act regulates the creation of regulations on the terms and procedures for 
reduction of pollution from automotive waste; treatment and transporting of used oil and waste 
petroleum products; treatment and transporting of waste batteries and accumulators; treatment and 
transporting of obsolete luminescent and other lamps containing mercury. . 
 It defines the administrative measures for non-compliance with various provisions of 
the act and its regulations. The MoEW and its structures are the leading competent authorities 
enforcing this act. 
The following regulations introduce its requirements of this act into the national legislation: 
• Regulation 3/1.04.2004 on Waste classification, SG 44/25.04.2004 
• Regulation on Packaging and Packaging Waste, SG, SG  19/09.03.2004 
• Regulation No 6 on the procedure for filling out of report and information documents for the 
waste management activities, SG 78/07.09.2004. 
• Regulation 7 on the Requirements for the Sites for Waste Treatment Facilities, SG 
81/17.09.2004 
• Regulation 8 on the Terms and Requirements for Construction and Operation of Waste 
Recycling and Disposal Landfills and Other Facilities, SG 83/17.09.2004. 
• Regulation 9/28.09.2004 on the Procedures and Forms for Submission of Information about 
Waste Related Activities, and the Procedures for the Public Register of Issued Permits, 
Registration Documents and Closed Facilities and Activities,  SG 95/2004. 
• Regulation on the treatment and transportation industrial and hazardous waste, CM Decree 
53/19.03.1999, SG 29/30.03.1999. 
 The Ministry of Environment and Water is the competent authority responsible for 
the elaboration and enforcement of the national waste management policy. The Ministry 
prepares and submits a National Waste Management Programme for approval by the Council 
of Ministers, and provides for its implementation. The Ministry prepares an annual waste 
management report included in the Report on the State of the Environment, and participates in 
the financing of waste management projects. 
 The Executive Environmental Agency of the Ministry of Environment and Water is 
responsible for the collection and processing of waste generation and disposal data. The Agency is 
also responsible for the development of standards for the characteristics of wast and for the creation 
of a national waste-laboratory system.  
 The Regional Inspectorates of Environment and Water are competent for the issuance of 
permits for activities related to waste management and waste disposal plant operation.  
The municipalities organize and control the production, collection, storage, transporting and 
disposal of municipal and construction waste, and the implementation of relevant programs; and 
disposal of industrial and hazardous waste. The Municipal Councils draw up regulations 
establishing the procedures and conditions for collection, loading, storage, recovery and disposal of 
municipal and construction waste on their territory. They define the local fees and taxes for 
collection, transporting and disposal of waste. The Municipal Councils accept and submit to the 
RIEW municipal waste management programs.  
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 In implementing the National Waste Management Programme, the Ministry of Environment 
and Water is assisted by the following institutions: 
 The Ministry of Health participates in enforcing the requirements for disposing of hospital 
waste, medicines past their expiry date, and narcotic substances. The National Centre for Hygiene, 
Medical Ecology and Nutrition is the means by which the Ministry of Health participates in the 
elaboration of a national laboratory system for waste. 
 The Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry participates in the enforcement of the 
requirements for disposal of waste from food industries, meat processing, vegetable growing, and 
animal breeding activities. Also, it participates in the setting of requirements for protection of soil 
and for control of agricultural use of waste. 
 The Ministry of Regional Development and Public Works participates in the setting of 
national standards for construction of waste disposal facilities, and coordinates the regional 
planning for construction of waste disposal facilities. 
 The State Agency for Standardization and Metrology organises and coordinates the 
development of national standards for waste management. 
 The National Institute of Statistics collects the available information about municipal, 
construction and production waste generated in Bulgaria, and presents this information by waste 
type and quantity, by region, etc. 
Hazardous waste 
The hazardous waste requirements are introduced into the national legislation by means of: 
• Regulation 3/1.04.2004 on Waste classification, SG 44/25.04.2004. 
Regulation on the treatment and transportation industrial and hazardous waste, CM Decree 
53/19.03.1999, SG 29/30.03.1999. 
 The regulation defines the requirements for treatment and transporting of production and 
hazardous waste. Annexes to the regulation introduce treatment methods; requirements for the sites, 
facilities and plants for treatment and temporary storage of waste; technical requirements and 
standards for admissible emissions from hazardous waste incinerators; emission monitoring and 
control requirements; requirements for the plants regarding the physical and chemical neutralization 
of waste; instructions about personal protective equipment, emergency actions, etc. The MoEW 
with its regional structures is the competent authority enforcing the regulation. This regulation 
establishes the permitting regime concerning the collection, transporting, storage, and disposal of 
hazardous waste, and the intermediate operations. The regulation introduces additional requirements 
for the separate hazardous-waste treatment activities. 
 Hazardous waste is transported using specialized vehicles along pre-defined routes agreed 
upon with the competent authorities. Hazardous waste is collected and stored temporarily at the site 
of the generator or in the warehouses and collection points of the processor – a person receiving, 
neutralizing, recovering, and disposing hazardous waste in compliance of the remaining 
requirements of the regulation. Logs with data about received waste and their disposal are 
maintained at the collection points and in the processing facilities, and are kept indefinitely.  
 In the beginning of each year, the generators declare the expected hazardous waste quantities 
for the current year by preparing and submitting Hazardous Waste Information Cards/Declarations. 
 The Minister of Environment and Water may prohibit or discontinue activities related to 
hazardous waste treatment causing environmental pollution or damage. Non-compliance with the 
regulation is subject to fines determined in the Administrative Violations and Penalties Act 
(AVPA). Legal persons who have caused pollution to the earth surface through uncontrolled 
disposal of hazardous waste are sanctioned in agreement with the Regulation on the Procedures for 
Setting and Imposing Sanctions for Environmental Damage or Pollution in Excess of the 
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Admissible Levels (SG 69/05.08.2003). Citizen liability has been determined – the guilty persons 
must provide compensation for the damages that is not less than that needed for their remediation. 
• Regulation 9/28.09.2004 on the Procedures and Forms for Submission of Information about 
Waste Related Activities, and the Procedures for the Public Register of Issued Permits, 
Registration Documents and Closed Facilities and Activities,  SG 95/2004 
 Additional requirements have been introduced regarding the issuing of permits for all 
activities involving hazardous waste, and for the plants and facilities for their disposal. 
The European List of Hazardous Waste (Decision 94/904/EU) was adopted as the national 
categorization of hazardous waste, providing for the procedure for categorization of certain 
wastes as hazardous. 
 The Ministry of Environment and Water, the Executive Environmental Agency and the 
RIEW are responsible for the implementation and enforcement of the hazardous waste 
management legislation. The RIEW are responsible for the permitting of hazardous waste 
management activities; for the inspection of the documents and for the compliance with the 
reporting requirements, as well as the conditions for periodic inspections of waste disposal 
facilities. 
Waste monitoring and transporting control 
The requirements for transboundary transporting of waste are provided for in the Bulgarian 
legislation by means of: 
• Regulation on the Procedures and Manner of Importing, Exporting and Transit of Waste and on 
the Cases Requiring Bank Guarantees or Insurances, SG 102/26.10.2004. 
• Regulation 3/1.04.2004 on Waste Classification, SG 44/25.04.2004. 
• Regulation on the Treatment and Transportation Industrial and Hazardous Waste, CM Decree 
53/19.03.1999, SG 29/30.03.1999. 
• Regulation on the Requirements for Treatment and Transportation of Waste Lubricants and 
Waste Petrol-chemical Products, CM Decree № 131/13.07.2000, SG 59/21.07.2000 
• Law on the Ratification of the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movement of 
Hazardous Waste and their Neutralization, SG 8/26.01.1996, effective 16.05.1996. 
 The Ministry of Environment and Water is the competent authority responsible for 
permitting and monitoring the transportation of waste. The Customs Executive Agency carrying out 
border control supports the Ministry of Environment and Water in the enforcement and 
implementation of the requirements for transboundary transportation of waste. 
 
Incineration of hazardous waste 
The hazardous waste incineration requirements have been transposed into the Bulgarian legislation 
by means of: 
• Regulation on the Treatment and Transportation Industrial and Hazardous Waste, CM Decree 
53/19.03.1999, SG 29/30.03.1999. 
• Regulation 6 on the Procedure for Filling out of Report and Information Documents for 
the Waste Management Activities, SG 78/07.09.2004. 
 The Ministry of Environment and Water and the Executive Environmental Agency are 
responsible for the implementation and enforcement of the regulations, and for the issuance of 
permits to plants with capacities higher than 740 kg/hour. The Regional Inspectorates of 
Environment and Water are responsible for the issuance of permits for hazardous waste 
incinerators with capacities of up to 750 kg/hour.  
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Existing and new urban waste incinerators 
• Regulation 6 on the Procedure for Filling out of Report and Information Documents for 
the Waste Management Activities, SG 78/07.09.2004 
       The Ministry of Environment and Water is the competent authority for the enforcement 
and implementation of the regulation. The Regional Inspectorates of Environment and Water 
are responsible for the issuance of permits and for inspecting the municipal waste 
incinerators. 
Disposal of waste 
• Regulation 7 on the Requirements for the Sites for Waste Treatment Facilities, SG 
81/17.09.2004 
• Regulation 8 on the Terms and Requirements for Construction and Operation of Waste 
Recycling and Disposal Landfills and Other Facilities, SG 83/17.09.2004. 
These regulations introduce the technical requirements for the soil base, the lower insulation 
layer, the drainage and gas-removal systems, and the closing of landfills. They establish the 
procedures for permitting, monitoring and receiving of waste. 
The requirements are applied to all newly construct waste landfills. The operators are 
obligated to prepare and implement plans for the operation of all existing landfills. 
The competent authorities enforcing and implementing these regulations are the Ministry of 
Environment and Water, the Executive Environmental Agency, the Regional Inspectorates of 
Environment and Water, and the municipalities. 
Disposal of used oil 
• Regulation on the Requirements for Treatment and Transportation of Waste Lubricants and 
Waste Petrol-chemical Products, CM Decree № 131/13.07.2000, SG 59/21.07.2000 
The Ministry of Environment and Water, the Executive Environmental Agency and the RIEW are 
the competent authorities for the implementation and enforcement of this regulation. 
Protection of soils in the cases of agricultural use of sludge 
• Regulation on the Procedures and Manner of Using of Waste-Water Treatment Sludge in 
Agriculture, SG 112/23.12.2004. 
The Ministry of Environment and Water and The Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry are the 
competent authorities for the implementation and enforcement of this regulation. 
Batteries and accumulators containing certain hazardous substances 
• Regulation on the requirements for the production and placing on the market of batteries 
and accumulators and for treatment and transportation of spent batteries and accumulators, 
CM Decree 134/17.07.2000, SG 61/25.07.2000 
The Ministry of Environment and Water, the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, and the 
RIEWs are the competent authorities for the implementation and enforcement of this 
regulation. The Customs Executive Agency assists the Ministry in the control over, and 
marking of, batteries and accumulators imported in Bulgaria. The municipalities are the 
competent authorities for separate collection of used batteries in their territory.  
Obsolescent luminescent and other lamps containing mercury 
• Regulation on the requirements for placing on the market  of luminescent and other lamps, 
containing mercury, and on the  treatment of and transportation of out-of-use  luminescent and 
other lamps containing mercury, ,  CM Decree  260/05.12.2000, SG 101/12.12.2000, effective 
01.01.2001.2001. 
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Automotive waste 
• Regulation on the terms and conditions for reduction of contamination caused by 
waste from end-of-life vehicles, CM Decree 257/09.11.2001, SG 98/16.11.2001, amended 
SG 110/21.12.2001, SG 104/26.11.2004. 
 
 
Persistent organic pollutants (POPs) 
 A National Action Plan for Management of Persistent Organic Pollutants in the Republic of 
Bulgaria is in under development as part of a pilot project financed by the Global Environmental 
Facility (GEF) and by a German donor, and managed by UNEP Chemicals (UN environmental 
programme). The implementation of the sub-project GF/2732-02-4454 was entrusted with the 
Ministry of Environment and Water. 
 The aim of the project is to increase the national capacity for management of persistent 
organic pollutants (POPs) and to support the government to fulfil its commitments under the 
Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants. The project includes the elaboration of a 
National Implementation Plan (NIP) for Management of Persistent Organic Pollutants.  
 Bulgaria’s national-level objectives are: 
 1/ implementation of the convention by means of development of a National Action Plan for 
Management of POPs; and 
 2/ development of detailed action plans for POP that will identify effective national 
responsibilities, processes and measures to reduce POP emissions. 
The NIP is expected to meet Bulgaria’s initial reporting commitments under the Convention. 
Bulgaria’s possibilities for management of a larger group of persistent toxic substances (PTS) will 
be improved with the experience. 
The five stages of development of the NIP for Management of Persistent Organic Pollutants 
include: 
• Identification of a coordination mechanism and process organization (step 1); 
• Inventorying of POPs and assessment of the national infrastructure and capacity (step 2); 
• Setting of priorities and identification of objectives (step 3); 
• Development of NIP with priorities and values, and of Specific Action Plans for POPs (step 4); 
• Endorsement of the NIP (step 5). 
 
Neutralization of polychlorinated biphenyls (PCB) and polychlorinated triphenyls (PCT) 
Provisions are made for introduction into the national legislation of a Regulation on the 
Requirements for Neutralization of Polychlorinated Biphenyls and Polychlorinated 
Triphenyls. 
 
6. LAW on the PRESERVATION of AGRICULTURAL LANDS 
Law on the Preservation of Agricultural Lands, SG 35/24.04.1996 amended and supplemented 
SG 28/ 23.03.2001 amended and supplemented SG 112/23.12.2003, effective 01.01.2004. 
 This act settles the protection from damage, recovery and improvement of agricultural land 
fertility.  
 The act establishes the obligation of owners and users of agricultural lands to protect these 
against erosion, pollution, salinization, acidification, swamping, and other damage. To meet this 
basic obligation, owners are prohibited from using pesticides, mineral leaf feed fertilizers and micro 
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fertilizers, and biologically active substances which have not received biological and toxicological 
registration by specialized commissions and councils of the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, 
the Ministry of Health, and the Ministry of Environment and Water. Also, it is prohibited to use 
organic sludge from production and other water, and of urban waste, on agricultural land without 
permission by the specialized authorities of the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, to irrigate 
with water containing harmful substances and to use waste above the admissible levels, etc. 
 Provisions are made for tax and loan preferences for agricultural land owners and users who 
conform to the compulsory limits for use of agricultural lands and who apply organic farming 
systems and farming with reduced use of herbicides, pesticides, and artificial fertilizers. 
To assist agricultural land owners and users in the implementation of the above obligations, the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry must provide official information about the quality of 
agricultural lands; about the compulsory limitations in the use of pesticides, fertilizers, biologically 
active and other substances registered and approved for use, the sanitary standards for their use, 
about substances whose use is prohibited, etc. The MoAF maintains an information system about 
agricultural land resources and a special agricultural land register: 
• which are polluted with heavy metals and metalloids, radionuclides, petrochemicals and other 
organic pollutants, industrial, construction and urban waste; 
• which are endangered with erosion, pollution, salinization, acidification and swamping. 
Persons who carry out activities causing damage to agricultural lands are subject to fines 
determined in this act. 
 
7. LAW on the PROTECTION of SOIL against POLLUTION 
Law on the Protection of Soil against Pollution, SG 67/27.07.1999, effective 28.01.2000, 
amended SG 113/28.12.1999. 
 This act sets forth the activities for protection of soil against pollution. The Minister of 
Environment and Water controls the protection of soil against pollution. The Minister of Health 
exercises sanitary control of the condition of soils. In agreement with the Minister of Environment 
and Water, he/she issues sanitary standards and rules to be observed by all agencies, organizations, 
and persons. 
 The requirements of Law on the Preservation of Agricultural Lands and Law on the 
Protection of Soil against Pollution are provided for through the following legislation: 
• Regulation 3 on the admissible content of harmful substances in soils, SG 36/08.05.1979, 
amended and supplemented SG 5/1996, last amended SG 39/16.04.2002. 
• Regulation 26/2.10.1996 on the Reclamation of Damaged Terrains, Improvement of 
Unproductive Lands, Removal and Utilization of the Humus Layer, SG 89/1996, amended and 
supplemented SG 30/2002. 
•  CM Decree 50/10.03.1993, Agricultural Lands Polluted from Industrial Production Activities, 
SG G 24/26.03.1993. 
The competent authorities for the implementation of the above regulations are the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Forests and the Ministry of Environment and Water. 
 
8. LAW of HEALTH 
Law of Health, SG 70/2004, effective since 01.01.2005 
 This law defines the social relationships related to the protection of the health of citizens and 
helps in the creation of favourable conditions for complete physical, psychological, and social 
welfare of the population.  
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 The specialized authority conducting the health-care policy of the state is the Ministry of 
Health, which guides, coordinates and controls public health protection and restoration directly or 
through its branches. 
 The Minister of Health, the Minister of Internal Affairs, the Minister of Agriculture and 
Forestry and the Minister of Environment and Water control the import, export and transit of goods 
of significance for public health, and the production, storage, transporting, trading in, and rendering 
safe of hazardous chemical substances and sources of ionizing radiation. 
 The Minister of Health sets forth compulsory hygiene standards and requirements, and 
sanitary rules, on all issues of hygiene, radiation protection and epidemiology. 
 The Ministry of Health exercises state sanitary control through its specialized branches – the 
Directorate of Health Prophylaxis and State Sanitary Control, the National Centre for Radiology 
and Radioactivity Protection (NCRRP), and the Regional Inspectorate for Public Health Protection 
and Control (RIPHPC). 
 State control is exercised over the production, import, transporting, storage, and use of 
hazardous chemicals, plant protection chemicals, artificial fertilizers, growth regulators, and 
preparations for veterinary purposes; 
 The authorities of state sanitary control agree on the new chemical and biological 
substances, means and methods for production of food, sources of iodizing radiation, plant growth 
and animal breeding stimulators, chemical and microbial means of plant protection, synthetic and 
biosynthetic materials, and other chemical and biological products. 
 The Minister of Health defines the list of goods of significance for the health of the 
population for whose production permits are required by the state sanitary control authorities. The 
terms and procedures for sanitary permitting and for state control on goods are determined by 
means of a regulation of the Minister of Health. 
 The Minister of Health defines the import lists of goods of significance for the population, 
which are admitted into Bulgaria following registration and issuance of sanitary permits. The terms 
and procedures for registering, issuing of permits and selling of the goods are determined by means 
of a regulation of the Minister of Health. 
 The state sanitary control authorities may prohibit the manufacturing, transferring, 
transporting, and using of food, chemical substances, and other materials and objects, harmful or 
hazardous for human health, and order their destruction, processing, and using for other purposes.  
 
 
9.  LAW on HEALTH and SAFE WORK CONDITIONS 
Law on Health and Safe Work Conditions, SG 124/23.12.1997, amended SG 114/2003, effective 
31.01.2004, amended and supplemented SG 70/2004, effective 01.01.2005 
 This act defines the rules and obligations of: the state; employers; workers and officials; 
persons working at their own expense alone or in partnership, and other organizations and legal 
persons, to ensure healthy and safe working conditions. 
 This act is enforced in all enterprises and in worksites or training sites, regardless of the 
form of organisation, the type of ownership and the grounds on which work or training are 
conducted, unless provided otherwise in another act or international treaty to which Bulgaria is 
party. 
 The entire responsibility for the safety and health of workers is borne by the employers. The 
legal and natural persons who employ workers or officials under labour contracts, and the persons 
who are self-employed or work in partnership with others, must ensure healthy and safe working 
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conditions to the employees and to all other persons who are present in or near the work premises, 
sites or locations for other reasons. 
 According to the act, securing healthy and safe working conditions requires taking measures 
to: prevent the risks for the life and health of employees; adapt the working conditions to reduce or 
eliminate their harmful impact on the health of the individuals; introduce technical progress into the 
technological processes, machines and facilities; replace hazardous production processes, work 
equipment, tools, substances, raw materials and other materials with safe or less hazardous ones; 
application of a uniform common prevention policy spanning the technology, work sites and 
procedures, labour conditions and the social relationships; use of collective means of protection 
with precedence of personal protective equipment; presentation to workers of the information 
required to secure healthy and safe working conditions; designate existing hazards and sources of 
health and safety hazard factors, etc. 
 The act introduces the requirement that substances, raw materials and other materials with 
properties that create health risks should be used only with respect to technologies for efficient 
prevention of workers from diseases and accidents. 
 The Ministry of Labour and Social Policy carries out overall control of the compliance with 
this act.  
 The General Labour Inspectorate and its structures carry out specialized control of 
compliance with this act and of other regulations. 
 The persons breaking the requirements or failing to fulfil their commitments under this act 
are responsible under the Labour Code and other laws and regulations specific to the particular 
activity. 
 The Law of Health and the Law on Health and Safe Work Conditions define the 
powers and obligations of state authorities within the systems of the Ministry of Health and 
the Ministry of Labour and Social Policy, and the main requirements to employers to maintain 
the concentrations of harmful substances in the occupational environment below the 
admissible limit values, and the control of employer compliance with the requirement to carry 
out prevention. The competence of state authorities extends to all categories of hazardous 
substances impacting human health.  
Secondary legislation under the above two acts introducing the requirements for hazardous 
chemicals: 
• Regulation 5/11.05.1999 on the Order, Manner and Frequency of   Risk Assessment 
Implementation, SG 47/21.05.1999.. 
• Regulation 7/25.05.1992 on the Hygienic Requirements for Health Protection of Urban 
Environment, SG 46/04.06.1992, amended and supplemented SG 20/05.03.1999. 
• Regulation 27/17.08.2005 on the Import of Goods Important for the Public Health, SG 
75/1995, amended  SG 78/02.09.2003,  SG 4/2004, SG 15/2004, effective 31.01.2005 
• Regulation 13/30.12.2003 on Workers Protection from Risks, Related to Chemical Agents’ 
Exposure at Work, SG 8/20.01.2003, effective 31.01.2005. 
• Regulation 7/23.09.1999 on the Minimum Requirements for Health and Safe Labour at Work 
Places on  Working equipment use, SG 88/08.10.1999, amended SG 48/13.06.2000, amended 
and and supplemented  SG 43/13.05.2003, amended SG 37/04.05.2004, amended and 
supplemented SG 88/08.10.2004. 
• Instruction 1 on the Procedures for Accreditation of Laboratories for Measurements Related to 
Labour Safety, SG 32/1994. 
• Regulation 10/26.09.2003 on the Workers Protection from Risks, Related to the Carcinogenic 
and Mutagenic Substances Exposure at Work, SG 94/24.10.2003, effective 25.10.2004. 
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10.  LAW on CONTROL of FOREIGN TRADE with WEAPONS and with GOODS and 
TECHNOLOGIES with POSSIBLE DOUBLE USE 
Law on Control of Foreign Trade with Weapons and with Goods and Technologies with 
Possible Double Use, SG 102/95, amended and supplemented SG 75/2002, amended  SG 93/2004 
 This act sets out the terms and procedures for foreign trading in weapons, goods and 
technologies with possible dual use, and the state control over these activities. 
Compliance with the act is controlled by an Interagency Council and an Interagency Committee 
with staffing and responsibilities defined by the Council of Ministers, by the competent authorities 
of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, the Ministry of Economy and the Customs State Agency. 
 
II. INTERNATIONAL CONVENTIONS AND AGREEMENTS 
 
Regarding environment protection, the Republic of Bulgaria is party to a number of 
international conventions: 
• United Nation Convention to Combat the Illegal Traffic of Narcotics and Psychotropic 
Substances ratified by the Parliament with a law, SG 60/24.07.1992, effective 23.12.1992; 
amended SG 58/29.06.2001. 
• Basel Convention on the control of Transboundary Movement of Hazardous Wastes and 
their Disposal, ratified by the Parliament with law, SG 8/26.01.1996, effective 16.05.1996. 
• Convention on psychotropic substances,  SG 30/1972, effective  16.08.1976, amended  SG 
83/01.10.1996 
• United convention on narcotics from 1961, amended by a Protocol from 1972, ratified in SG 
67/1968;  SG 87/1996, effective 17.08.1996 
• Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer, ratified in 1989,  SG 82/20.10.1989, 
effective 18.02.1991, SG 71/10.08.1999.; The Montreal Protocol on Ozone Depleting 
Substances from 1987 
• Convention on Long-Range Transboundary Air Pollution (Geneva, 1979), ratified in 1981, 
effective 16.03.1983.Persistent Organic Pollutants Protocol under the Geneva Convention on 
Long-Range Transboundary Air Pollution, promulgated in the SG 102/2003, effective since 
23.10.2003; 
• United Nation Framework Convention on Climate Change from 1992; ratified and effective 
1995 – Kyoto Protocol from 1997, signed in 1998, not ratified. 
• Convention on Access to Information, and Public Participation in Decision - Making and 
Access to Justice in Environmental Matters (Aarhus, Denmark, 1998), signed.. 
• Convention on the Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context (Espoo, 
Finland, 1991), ratified, SG 28/1995, effective 10.09.1997, amended SG 89/12.10.1999. 
Strategic Environmental Assessment Protocol signed by the Republic of Bulgaria on May 21 
2003 in Kiev, Ukraine 
• Convention on the Transboundary Effects of Industrial Accidents (Helsinki, Finland, 1992), 
ratified, SG 28/1995, in force in Bulgaria on 12.05.1995. Protocol on Civil Liability and 
Compensation for Damage Caused by the Transboundary Effects of Industrial Accidents on 
Transboundary Waters, signed on May 21 2003 in Kiev, Ukraine.  
• Convention on the Protection of the Black Sea against Pollution signed by the Republic of 
Bulgaria on April 21 1992 in Bucharest, Romania, ratified, SG 99/1992, effective 15 January 
1994.  
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• Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and 
Pesticides in International Trade signed by the Republic of Bulgaria on 11 September 1998 in 
Rotterdam, the Netherlands, ratified, SG 55/2000,  SG 33/23.04.2004, effective  24.02.2004 ; 
• The Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants, signed by the Republic of 
Bulgaria on May 23, 2001 in Stockholm, ratified by the National Assembly with a Law on 
30.09.2004, SG 89/12.10.2004. 
• Convention on the Cooperation for Protection and Sustainable Use of the Danube, ratified with 
a Law adopted by the 38th National Assembly on 24.03.1999, SG 30/02.04.1999,  SG 
49/17.05.2002, amended  SG 53/28.05.2002; 
• Convention for Prohibiting the Development, Production, Proliferation, and Use of Chemical 
Weapons and its Destruction, signed on 13.01.1993 in Paris, ratified with a Law adopted by the 
National Assembly, SG 55/08.07.1994, SG 103/29.11.2001, effective 29.04.1997, amended SG 
1/04.01.2002. 
 
4.3. Legislation by category of use of chemicals concerning their life cycle stages 
The information in items 4.1 and 4.2 and in Tables 4.B and 4.B-1 is the basis for a strategic review 
of the regulations on chemicals for the main categories of use by life cycle stages – from 
production/import to disposal of waste. 
Tables 4.B and 4.B-1 present the regulatory framework by life cycle stages of the chemical 
substances, and X marks all adequately regulated stages. Where regulations do not exist or the 
current legislation is insufficient, the cell is empty. 
 
PESTICIDES (PLANT PROTECTION CHEMICALS И BIOCIDES) (farming, healthcare 
and livelihood) 
• Plant Protection Act, SG, 91/1997, amended SG 90/1999, amended and supplemented SG 
96/09.11.2001, amended SG 18/05.03.2004, effective 6.04.2004. 
 
Import/Production/Storage/Transport/Distribution: 
• Organization Rules of The National Plant Protection Service,SG 71/2000, amended and 
supplemented SG 39/2003; 
• Regulation 27 on the Import of Goods of Significance for Public Health, SG 75/1995, amended 
SG 78/02.09.2003, SG 4/16.01.2004, effective 16.01.2004, SG 15/24.02.2004 
• Regulation 32/09.07.2001 on the Control of Plants and Plant Products, Fertilizers and 
Nutritional Media for Testing, Registration and Control of Plant Protection Chemicals, SG, 
67/31.07.2001, amended and supplemented SG 34/03.04.2002, amended SG 40/19.04.2002, SG 
44/29.04.2002, SG 73/2002, amended SG 93/2002, SG 95/2002, amended and supplemented 
SG 19/2003, amended SG 28/2003, last amendment in SG 87/05.10.2004 
• Regulation on the Permitting of Plant Protection Chemicals, CM Decree 213/16.09.2002, SG 
93/2002, amended SG 114/2003, effective 01.01.2006. 
• Regulation on Order and Procedures for Labelling of Plant Protection Products, CM Decree    
125/06.06.2003, SG 54/2003, effective 01.01.2004 
Use: 
• Law on the Preservation of Agricultural Lands, SG 35/24.04.1996 amended and 
supplemented SG 28/ 23.03.2001 amended and supplemented SG 112/23.12.2003, effective 
01.01.2004. 
• Regulation on the Order of Determination and Impositions for Damage or Pollution of 
Environment above the Admissible Norms, CM Decree 169/29.07.2003, SG 69/05.08.2003, 
effective 06.09.2003. 
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• Regulation 12/18.06.2002 on the Quality Requirements for Surface Water Intended for 
Drinking Water and Household Supply, SG 63/28.06.2002 
• Regulation 3 on the Admissible Content of Harmful Substances in Soils, SG 36/08.05.1979, 
amended and supplemented SG 5/1996, last amended SG 39/16.04.2002. 
• Regulation 31/29.12.2003 on the Maximum Admissible Quantities of Pesticide Residue in 
Food, SG 14/2004, effective 20.02.2004.. 
 
Disposal: No specific regulatory framework exists, and the waste management legislation applies. 
 
ARTIFICIAL FERTILIZERS 
Plant Protection Act, SG, 91/1997, amended SG 90/1999, amended and supplemented SG 
96/09.11.2001, amended SG 18/05.03.2004, effective 6.04.2004 
Import/Production/Storage/Transport/Distribution: 
• Organization rules of The National Plant Protection Service, SG 71/2000, amended and 
supplemented SG 39/2003; 
• Regulation 27 on the Import of Goods of Significance for Public Health, SG 75/1995, amended 
SG 78/02.09.2003, SG 4/16.01.2004, effective 16.01.2004, SG 15/24.02.2004; 
• Regulation 32/09.07.2001 on the Control of Plants and Plant Products, Fertilizers and 
Nutritional Media for Testing, Registration and Control of Plant Protection Chemicals, SG, 
67/31.07.2001, amended and supplemented SG 34/03.04.2002, amended SG 40/19.04.2002, SG 
44/29.04.2002, SG 73/2002, amended SG 93/2002, SG 95/2002, amended and supplemented 
SG 19/2003, amended SG 28/2003, last amendment in SG 87/05.10.2003 
• Regulation 2/16.10.2000 on the protection of water against pollution caused by nitrates from 
agriculture source, SG 87/2000 
• Regulation on the Special Requirements for the Composition, Packaging, Labelling, and on the 
Methods for Sampling and Analysis of Fertilizers, SG 10/04.02.2003, effective since 
05.05.2003. 
• Regulation 36 on the terms and procedures for biological testing, registration, use and control 
of fertilizers, soil improvement preparations, biologically active substances and nutritional 
substrata, SG 87/05.10.2004 
Use: 
• Law on the Preservation of Agricultural Lands, SG 35/24.04.1996 amended and 
supplemented SG 28/ 23.03.2001 amended and supplemented SG 112/23.12.2003, effective 
01.01.2004.  
• Regulation on the Order of Determination and Impositions for Damage or Pollution of 
Environment above the Admissible Norms, CM Decree 169/29.07.2003, SG 69/05.08.2003, 
effective 06.09.2003. 
• Regulation 3 on the Admissible Content of Harmful Substances in Soils, SG 36/08.05.1979, 
amended and supplemented SG 5/1996, last amended SG 39/16.04.2002 
• Regulation 12/18.06.2002 on the Quality Requirements for Surface Water Intended for 
Drinking Water and Household Supply, SG 63/28.06.2002. 
o Regulation 31/29.12.2003 on the Maximum Admissible Quantities of Pesticide Residue in 
Food, SG 14/2004, effective 20.02.2004. 
 
Disposal: No special legislation exists. The current waste management legislation applies. 
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INDUSTRIAL CHEMICAL SUBSTANCES /used for production and processing/ 
• Law on  Protection  against Harmful Impact of Chemical Substances and  Preparations  
(LPHICSP),  SG, 10/2000, effective  5.02.2002, amended SG 91/2002, 86/2003, amended and 
supplemented SG 114/2003, effective  31.01.2004. 
• Law on Control of Foreign Trade with Weapons and with Goods and Technologies with 
Possible Double Use,  SG 102/95, amended and supplemented  SG 75/2002, amended in SG 
93/2004, and Rules for Implementation of the Law on Control of Foreign Trade  with 
Weapons and with Goods and Technologies with Possible Double Use, CM Decree 
274/29.11.2002, SG 115/2002, amended  SG 97/4.11.2003, amended and supplemented  SG 
11/2004, amended , SG  35/2004. 
• Law of Health, SG 70/2004, effective since 01.01.2005 
 
Import 
• Regulation on Import and Export of Dangerous Chemical Substances and Preparations on the 
Territory of  the Republic of Bulgaria, CM Decree 129/01.07.2002,, SG, 66/2002, effective 
01.01.2004 new CM Decree 161/12.07.2004,  SG 63/2004, effective  01.01.2005. 
 
Distribution/Use:  
• Regulation Relating to Bans and Restrictions on the Marketing and Use of Dangerous 
Chemical Substances and Preparations, CM Decree 130/01.07.2002, SG, 69/2002, effective 
01.01.2003, amended and supplemented CM Decree 156/07.07.2004, SG 62/2004 
• Regulation on the Procedures and the Manner of Classification, Packaging and Labelling of 
Chemical Substances and Preparations, CM Decree  316/20.12.2002, SG 5/ 2003, effective  
01.01.2004, amended and supplemented CM Decree   174/19.07.2004, SG 66/2004, effective  
01.01.2005. 
• Regulation on Notification of  New Chemical Substances, CM Decree 137/03.07.2002, SG 
67/2002, effective  01.01.2004, last amendment SG 110/17.12.2004. 
• Regulation on the Final Risk for Men and Environment of New Chemical Substances, CM 
Decree  131/01.07.2002, SG 67/2000, effective 01.01.2004, last amendment SG 
110/17.12.2004. 
 
Transport: The international requirements for transport of hazardous goods by road ADR 
(International Transport of Hazardous Goods by Road), by rail, by sea and by air. 
 
Storage: The instructions for storage of chemical substances indicated in the material safety data 
sheet apply. 
 
Disposal: No specific regulatory framework exists, and the waste management legislation applies. 
 
PETROCHEMICAL PRODUCTS 
Import: 
• Law on Control of Foreign Trade with Weapons and with Goods and Technologies with 
Possible Double Use,  SG 102/95, amended and supplemented  SG 75/2002, amended in SG 
93/2004, and Rules for Implementation of the Law on Control of Foreign Trade  with 
Weapons and with Goods and Technologies with Possible Double Use, CM Decree 
274/29.11.2002, SG 115/2002, amended  SG 97/4.11.2003, amended and supplemented  SG 
11/2004, amended , SG  35/2004. 
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• Regulation on Import and Export of Dangerous Chemical Substances and Preparations on the 
Territory of  the Republic of Bulgaria, CM Decree 129/01.07.2002,, SG, 66/2002, effective 
01.01.2004 new CM Decree 161/12.07.2004,  SG 63/2004, effective  01.01.2005. 
 
Distribution/Use: 
• Regulation Relating to Bans and Restrictions on the Marketing and Use of Dangerous 
Chemical Substances and Preparations, CM Decree 130/01.07.2002, SG, 69/2002, effective 
01.01.2003, amended and supplemented CM Decree 156/07.07.2004, SG 62/2004 
• Regulation on the Procedures and the Manner of Classification, Packaging and Labelling of 
Chemical Substances and Preparations, CM Decree  316/20.12.2002, SG 5/ 2003, effective  
01.01.2004, amended and supplemented CM Decree   174/19.07.2004, SG 66/2004, effective  
01.01.2005.  
• Regulation on Notification of  New Chemical Substances, CM Decree 137/03.07.2002, SG 
67/2002, effective  01.01.2004, last amendment SG 110/17.12.2004. 
• Regulation on the Final Risk for Men and Environment of New Chemical Substances, CM 
Decree  131/01.07.2002, SG 67/2000, effective 01.01.2004, last amendment SG 
110/17.12.2004. 
 
Storage/Transport: 
• Regulation on the Requirements for the Treatment and Transportation of Waste and Waste Oil 
Products, CM Decree 131/13.07.2000,  SG 59/27.01.2000, effective since 01.01.2001. 
 
Disposal: No special legislation exists. The current waste management legislation applies. 
 
HOUSEHOLD CHEMICALS 
 
Import: 
• Regulation 27 on the Import of Goods of Significance for Public Health, SG 75/1995, 
amended SG 78/02.09.2003, SG 4/16.01.2004, effective 16.01.2004, SG 15/24.02.2004. 
 
Production/Storage/Use: 
• Regulation on the Specific Requirements on the Marketing of Detergents, SG 62/16.07.2004. 
• Regulation 26/23.05.2001 on the Hygienic Requirements for Cosmetics, issued by the MH,  SG 
60/2001, effective 7.07.2003, amended SG 63/2001, supplemented SG 91/2002, amended and 
supplemented SG 78/2003. 
• Regulation 44 on the Terms and Procedures for Marketing of Biocide Preparations, SG 
113/28.12.2004 
• Regulation 35 on hygienic requirements of  domestic chemical preparations, SG 83/1995 
 
Transport/Distribution/Disposal: No special legislation exists. 
 
WASTE 
Law of Waste Management, SG 86/24.03.2003 amended SG 70/2004, effective 1.01.2005. 
 
Import: 
• Regulation on the Procedures and Manner of Importing, Exporting and Transit of Waste and on 
the Cases Requiring Bank Guarantees or Insurances, SG 102/26.10.2004. 
• Regulation 3/1.04.2004 on Waste Classification, SG 44/25.04.2004. 
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Treatment/Transport: 
• Regulation on the Treatment and Transportation Industrial and Hazardous Waste, CM Decree 
53/19.03.1999, SG 29/30.03.1999 
• Regulation on the Requirements for Placing on the Market  of Luminescent and Other 
Lamps, Containing Mercury, and on the  Treatment of and Transportation of Out-of-use  
Luminescent and Other Lamps Containing Mercury, ,  CM Decree  260/05.12.2000, SG 
101/12.12.2000, effective 01.01.2001 
• Regulation on the Requirements for the Treatment and Transportation of Waste and 
Waste Oil Products, CM Decree 131/13.07.2000, SG 59/27.01.2000, effective since 
01.01.2001.  
• Regulation 3/1.04.2004 on Waste Classification, SG 44/25.04.2004. 
 
Disposal/Storage: 
• Regulation 6 on the Procedure for Filling out of Report and Information Documents for 
the Waste Management Activities, SG 78/07.09.2004. 
• Regulation 7 on the Requirements for the Sites for Waste Treatment Facilities, SG 
81/17.09.2004 
• Regulation 8 on the Terms and Requirements for Construction and Operation of Waste 
Recycling and Disposal Landfills and Other Facilities, SG 83/17.09.2004. 
• Regulation 9/28.09.2004 on the Procedures and Forms for Submission of Information about 
Waste Related Activities, and the Procedures for the Public Register of Issued Permits, 
Registration Documents and Closed Facilities and Activities,  SG 95/2004 
• Regulation 3/1.04.2004 on Waste Classification, SG 44/25.04.2004. 
 
Use: 
• Regulation on the Procedures and Manner of Using of Waste-Water Treatment Sludge in 
Agriculture, SG 112/23.12.2004..  
? Regulation on the Terms and Conditions for Reduction of Contamination Caused by 
Waste from End-of-life Vehicles,  CM Decree  257/09.11.2001, SG 98/16.11.2001, 
amended  SG 110/21.12.2001, SG 104/26.11.2004 
• Regulation on the Requirements for the Production and Placing on the Market of Batteries and 
Accumulators and for Treatment and Transportation of Spent Batteries and Accumulators, CM 
Decree 134/17.07.2000, SG 61/25.07.2000. 
• Regulation 3/1.04.2004 on Waste Classification, SG 44/25.04.2004. 
• Regulation on the Trading in Waste and Debris from Ferrous and Non-Ferrous Metals and their 
Alloys, SG 47/18.05.2001, amended SG 82/25.09.2001, effective 25.09.2001. 
• Regulation on packing and  и packaging waste,  SG  104/26.11.2004  
Distribution: Distribution is carried out by licensed companies. 
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Table 4.B – Reviewing of the Regulations on Management of Chemicals by Category of Use and 
by Life Cycle Stage 
 
Category of 
chemicals Import Manufacturing Storage Transport Distribution Use Disposal 
Pesticides X X X X X X X 
Artificial fertilizers X X X X X X  
Industrial chemicals 
and preparations X X X X X X X 
Petrochemicals X X X X X X X 
Household 
chemicals X X X   X  
Hazardous waste X X X X X X X 
(X – Adequately regulated in the legislation) 
PERSISTENT ORGANIC POLLUTANTS (POPs) 
• Law on  Protection  against Harmful Impact of Chemical Substances and  Preparations  
(LPHICSP),  SG, 10/2000, effective  5.02.2002, amended SG 91/2002, 86/2003, amended and 
supplemented SG 114/2003, effective  31.01.2004. 
• Plant Protection Act, SG, 91/1997, amended SG 90/1999, amended and supplemented SG 
96/09.11.2001, amended SG 18/05.03.2004, effective 6.04.2004 
• Law of Waste Management, SG 86/24.03.2003 amended SG 70/2004, effective 1.01.2005. 
 
Import: 
• Regulation on Import and Export of Dangerous Chemical Substances and Preparations on the 
Territory of  the Republic of Bulgaria, CM Decree 129/01.07.2002,, SG, 66/2002, effective 
01.01.2004 new CM Decree 161/12.07.2004,  SG 63/2004, effective  01.01.2005. 
• Regulation on the Procedures and Manner of Importing, Exporting and Transit of Waste and on 
the Cases Requiring Bank Guarantees or Insurances, SG 102/26.10.2004. 
 
Treatment: 
• Regulation on the Treatment and Transportation Industrial and Hazardous Waste, CM Decree 
53/19.03.1999, SG 29/30.03.1999. 
 
Storage: 
• Regulation 7 on the Requirements for the Sites for Waste Treatment Facilities, SG 
81/17.09.2004 
• Regulation 8 on the Terms and Requirements for Construction and Operation of Waste 
Recycling and Disposal Landfills and Other Facilities, SG 83/17.09.2004. 
 
Transport: No special legislation exists. The current waste management legislation applies. 
 
 Distribution/Use:  
• Regulation Relating to Bans and Restrictions on the Marketing and Use of Dangerous 
Chemical Substances and Preparations, CM Decree 130/01.07.2002, SG, 69/2002, effective 
01.01.2003, amended and supplemented CM Decree 156/07.07.2004, SG 62/2004 
• Regulation on the permitting of plant protection chemicals, CM Decree 213/16.09.2002, SG 
93/2002, amended SG 114/2003, effective 01.01.2006. 
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• Order RD12-28/21.05.2004 of MoAF; RD 09-457/13.07.2004 of MoH; RD 590/15.06.2004 of 
the MoEW, issued pursuant to Article 15 of the Plant Protection Act concerning the protection 
of plants and approving of a List of active substances prohibited for use in the Manufacturing of 
Plant Protection Chemicals. 
• List of permitted for marketing and use   of  plant  protection products,  registered fertilizers and 
soil improvement chemicals, published annually by MoAF 
Disposal: No special legislation exists. The current waste management legislation applies. 
• Regulation 6 on the Procedure for Filling out of Report and Information Documents for 
the Waste Management Activities, SG 78/07.09.2004. 
• Regulation 7 on the Requirements for the Sites for Waste Treatment Facilities, SG 
81/17.09.2004 
• Regulation 8 on the Terms and Requirements for Construction and Operation of Waste 
Recycling and Disposal Landfills and Other Facilities, SG 83/17.09.2004.. 
• Regulation 3/1.04.2004 on Waste Classification, SG 44/25.04.2004. 
 
 
Table 4.B-1: Review of the Regulations on Management of POPs by Category of Use and by Life Cycle Stage 
POP pesticides Import Manufacturing Storage Transport Distribution Use Disposal 
Aldrin None Prohibited 
since 
1969 
None BB cubes None None None None 
Dieldrin 
None 
Prohibited 
since 
1969 
None BB cubes None None None None 
Chlordane None None None None None None None 
Endrin 
None 
Prohibited 
since 
1969 
None BB cubes None None None None 
Heptachlor 
None 
Prohibited 
since 
1991 
None BB cubes None None None None 
Hexachlorobenzene None None None None None None None 
Mirex None None None None None None None 
Toxaphene None 
Prohibited 
since 
1985 
None BB cubes None None None None 
DDT None 
Prohibited 
since 
1969 
None BB cubes None None None None 
 
 
4.4. General Description of the Main Approaches and Procedures for Control and 
Management of Chemicals 
Tables 4.C–1, 2, 3 and 4 present the existing mechanisms and administrative procedures for control 
and management of various categories of chemicals, such as pesticides, plant protection chemicals 
(artificial fertilizers), industrial chemicals and preparations, household chemicals, and waste, 
consistent with the regulations in Table 4.A (Information about the existing regulations on the 
management of chemicals) and Table 4.A–1 (Regulations on the management of persistent organic 
pollutants). 
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Table 4.C-1: Administrative Procedures for Control and Management of Pesticides (Plant 
Protection Chemicals) and Artificial Fertilizers 
Administrative procedure Import Manufacturing Storage Transport Distribution Use Disposal 
Categorization, packaging and labelling X X X X X X X 
Registration of active substances and products X X X  X X  
Permits X    X X X 
Control X X X X X X X 
Sanctions X X X X X X X 
Information for workers/the public  X X   X X 
(X – Adequately regulated in the legislation) 
 
Table 4.C-2: Administrative Procedures for Control and Management of Industrial Chemicals and 
Preparations 
Administrative procedure Import Manufacturing Storage Transport Distribution Use Disposal 
Categorization, packaging and labelling X X X X X X X 
Notification of new chemical substances X X      
Permits X   X X X X 
Control X X X X X X X 
Sanctions X X X X X X X 
Information for workers/the public X X X   X X 
(X – Adequately regulated in the legislation) 
Table 4.C-3: Administrative Procedures for Control and Management of Consumer Chemicals and 
Preparations 
Administrative procedure Import Manufacturing Storage Transport Distribution Use Disposal 
Categorization, packaging and labelling X X X X X X  
Registration of chemicals and preparations X X X  X X  
Permits X* X* X*  X* X*  
Control X X X  X X X 
Information for workers/the public X X X   X  
(X – Adequately regulated in the legislation) * - detergents not subject to permitting 
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Table 4.C-4: Administrative Waste Control and Management Procedures 
Administrative procedure Import Collection 
Temporary 
storage Transport 
Trading/ 
Use 
Recovery Disposal 
Categorization X X X X X X X 
Registration  X X X   X 
Permits X X X X  X X 
License for trading in non-
ferrous and ferrous metal 
waste 
    X  X 
Inspection X X X X X X X 
Information for workers/the 
public   X   X X 
(X – Adequately regulated in the legislation) 
PROHIBITED OR STRICTLY RESTRICTED CHEMICALS 
The use, trading, import, and export of certain chemicals categorized as hazardous are strictly 
restricted or completely prohibited because of the environmental or human health risks. Prohibitions 
and restrictions are introduced for: 
• All groups of substances and preparations, according to the Stockholm Convention. 
• Ozone depleting substances, according the Vienna Convention; 
• Asbestos and asbestos containing materials and products; 
• Active substances in plant protection chemicals; 
• Certain chemicals, indicated in the Regulation on Hazardous Chemicals, Subject to Prohibition 
or Restriction in Trading and Use. 
Table 4.D presents strictly prohibited or restricted hazardous chemicals according to the Regulation 
on the Procedures and Manner of import and export of hazardous chemicals in the Republic of 
Bulgaria, consistent with the Rotterdam Convention. 
 
Table 5D: Prohibited or Strictly Restricted Chemicals 
 
 Name of the chemical or preparation Category of use Level of 
restriction 
1. Mercuric oxide P B 
2. Mercurous chloride (calomel) P B 
3. Other inorganic mercury compounds P B 
4. Alkyl mercury compounds P B 
5. Alkoxyalkyl and aryl mercury compounds P B 
6. Aldrin P B 
7. Chlordane P B 
8. Dieldrin P B 
9. DDT P B 
10. Endrin P B 
11. HCH (contains < 99% gamma isomer) P B 
12. Heptachlor P B 
13. Hexachlorobenzene R B 
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 Name of the chemical or preparation Category of use Level of 
restriction 
14. Camphechlor (toxaphene) R B 
15. Polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), except mono- and 
dichlorinated biphenyls 
I B 
16. Polychlorinated terphenyls (PCTs) I B 
17. Preparations with a PCBs or PCTs content higher than 0.01% by 
weight %  
I B 
18. Tris (2,3-dibromopropyl) phosphate I SR 
19. Tris-aziridinyl-phosphioxide I SR 
20. Polybromated biphenyls (PBB) I SR 
21. Asbesthos fibres: I B 
 
Crocidolite 
Amosite 
Anthophyllite 
Actinolite 
Tremolite 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
B 
B 
B 
B 
B 
22. Nitrofen P B 
23. 1,2-Dibromethane P B 
24. 1,2-Dichloroethane P B 
25. Pentachlorphenol and its salts and esters I SR 
26. Monomethyl-dichlorodiphenil methan (Ugilec 121) I B 
27. Monomethyl-tetrachlorodiphenil methan (Ugilec 141) I SR 
28. Monomethyl-dibromodiphenyl methan I B 
29. Etylene oxide P B 
30. Dinoseb, its acetate and salts P B 
31. Binapacril P B 
32. Kaptafol P B 
33. Dicofol, containing less than 78% p,p`-dicophol or more than 1 
g/kg DDT or DDT related compounds  
P B 
34. ( (а) Maleinic hydrazide and salts, excluding choline, potassium and 
sodium salts 
(b) Choline, potassium and sodium salts of maleinic hydrazide, 
containing more than 1 mg/kg hydrazine in the free state, calculated 
as acid equivalents 
P B 
35. Quintozene, containing more than 1 g/kg hexachlorobenzene, or more 
than 10 g/kg pentachlorobenzene 
P B 
36. 2-Naphtylamine and its salts I SR 
37. Benzidine and its salts I SR 
38. 4-Nitrobiphenol I SR 
39. 4-Aminobiphenyl and its salts I SR 
Key: Category of use P – plant protection chemicals 
    I – industrial chemicals and preparations 
 Level of restriction    SR – severe restriction 
   B – banned 
 
Table 4.E: Plant Protection Active Substances and Products Prohibited for Use in the 
Production, Import, and Use 
 Pesticides 
 POP containing pesticides 
1. Aldrin 
2. Dieldrin 
3. DDT 
4. Endrin 
5. Heptachlor 
6. Toxaphene 
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 Other pesticides 
1. Azinophos-methyl 
2. Aldicarb 
3. Amitrol 
4. Endosulfan  
5. Crymidine 
6. Lindan 
7. Metamidophos 
8. Metidathion 
9. Methylparacion 
10. Monocrotophos 
11. Organic Tin Fungicides 
12. Paraquat 
13. Parathion 
14. Pyrazophos  
15. Fevalerat 
16. Chlordimeform  
17. Cyhexatin 
18. Azaphenydin 
19. Permetrin 
 
4.5. Other Mechanisms for Management of Chemicals 
 
 Management of chemicals in Bulgaria conforms to the adopted and effective regulations, 
mechanisms and procedures. Their implementation guarantees prevention to the maximum extent of 
the impacts from storage, use and transporting (including import and export)of chemicals and 
preparations on human health and on the environment. Rules for safe use, packaging, labelling, 
storage, and transport of chemicals and preparations are introduced for the purpose. The above 
measures ensure environmentally sound use of these substances in the occupational and in the 
natural environment.  
 Various national programs and action plans determine priority activities and other activities 
aimed to reduce the risks or the harmful impact of the hazardous chemicals and preparations. Such 
documents are the National Programme for Ozone Depleting Substances aimed at reducing the 
harmful emissions of sulphuric and nitric oxides, the national programmes for construction of waste 
landfills and waste water treatment plants, the National Programme for Production of Unleaded 
Petrol, the National Environmental and Health Action Plan, etc. 
 The highest number of non-regulatory mechanisms is created in relation to the production of 
chemical substances. Every manufacturer of certain chemicals or preparations operates under a 
technology regulation. Different manufacturing processes create and adhere to different 
technological regulations. Other non-regulatory mechanisms related to production are the 
technological operating instructions for compliance with the labour safety and fire safety 
regulations. Other mechanisms are the Bulgarian State Standards (BSS) and the international 
standards (particularly ISO), establishing quality parameters or admissible concentration of 
admixtures in manufactured chemicals. Product quality systems (ISO 9000), environmental 
management systems (ISO 14000), product control and certification systems (ISO 45000 and, 
presently, 17025), and safe working conditions systems (ISО 18000) are being introduced. 
 Regarding EIA and issuance of integrated permits, the companies elaborate programmes for 
compliance with EU regulations determining also the deadlines for such compliance. Some 
companies have already implemented such programmes successfully, others continue the 
implementation. 
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 The voluntary initiatives Responsible Care and Stewardship Products, introduced by the 
Bulgarian Chamber of Chemical Industry in some manufacturing companies, also contribute for the 
reduction of environmental pollution with chemical substances, the reduction of risks from 
emergencies and the creation of safer working conditions. The Stewardship Products initiative 
marked the beginning of voluntary manufacturer responsibility during the entire life cycle of 
chemicals and preparations. 
 
4.6. Comments and Analyses 
 
 The current legislation on the management of chemicals and preparations has been 
harmonised with the EU legislation. The state institutions, the production community, the 
administrative capacity, and the financial resources are being improved for successful enforcement 
and implementation of the regulations. It would be more difficult for small and medium enterprises 
to adapt, because they feel the lack of personnel and funding more strongly. The large-scale 
manufacturers of chemical products have developed and approved programmes for compliance with 
the new regulations.  
 The progress in cooperation between state institutions and non-governmental organizations 
in Bulgaria shows that there are good possibilities for balancing the requirements for 
environmentally sound management of chemicals and preparations and for economic efficiency of 
related activities. 
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CHAPTER 5 –   AGENCIES RESPONSIBLE FOR THE MANAGEMENT OF      
CHEMICALS 
 
5.1. Responsibilities of the competent authorities 
Chemicals are managed by several governmental institutions with respective competences and 
rights and obligations under Bulgaria’s current legislation. The main areas of competence are 
synthesized in Table 5A. 
The responsibilities, functions, obligations and rights of individual ministries are identified with the 
respective regulations. 
 
Table 5.A – Responsibilities of the State Authorities for Chemicals and Preparations 
Responsible institution Life-cycle phase of the chemical substance 
 
 
Import Manufacturing Storage Transport Export Use Disposal Final 
disposal 
Ministry of Environment and Water X  X  X  X X 
Ministry of Health X     X X X 
Ministry of Labour and Social Policy 
– Agency “Chief Labour 
Inspectorate” 
 X X   X  X 
Ministry of Transport and 
Communications 
   X X    
Civil Defence State Agency   X X X   X X 
Ministry of Finance– Customs 
General Directorate 
X    X    
Municipalities       X X 
 
Table 5.A-1 – Responsibilities of the State Authorities for Plant Protection Products 
Responsible institution Life Cycle Phase 
 
 
Import Manufacturing Storage Transport Export Use Disposal Final 
disposal 
Ministry of Environment and 
Water 
X  X  X X X X 
Ministry of Health X     X   
Ministry of Agriculture and 
Forestry; 
X  X   X X X 
Ministry of Labour and Social 
Policy – Agency “Chief Labour 
Inspectorate” 
 X  X  X   
Ministry of Economy         
Ministry of Transport and 
Communications  
   X     
Civil Defence State Agency   X X X   X X 
Ministry of Finance– Customs 
General Directorate 
X    X    
Municipalities       X X 
 
 
5.2. Description of the powers and responsibilities of agencies 
Table 5A presents the agencies whose competences include management of chemicals and 
preparations in Bulgaria, according to the current legislation. 
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The main responsibilities of the Ministry of Environment and Water (MoEW) are related to: 
− conservation of the environment for the present and the future generations and protection 
of human health; 
− biodiversity conservation consistent with the natural and biogeographic characteristics of 
Bulgaria; 
− conservation and use of environmental media; 
− control and management of the factors of environmental damage; 
− control and management of the state of the environment and the sources of pollution; 
− prevention and limitation of pollution; 
− establishment and operation of the National System for Environmental Monitoring; 
− elaboration and implementation of environmental protection strategies, programmes and 
plans; 
− collection of, and provision of access to, environmental information; 
− the economic organization of environmental protection activities. 
 The mandate of the MoEW includes setting of regimes for conservation and use of the 
environmental media, control of the condition and use of environmental media and the sources of 
environmental pollution and damage, sets emission limit values and environmental quality 
standards, manages the environmental media and factors, conducts environmental impact 
assessments (EIA), issues permits for prevention, limitation and control of pollution, designates and 
manages the territories that are subject to special protection regimes, develops the system of 
monitoring of environmental media, introduces economic regulators and financial mechanisms for 
environmental management, etc. 
The main principles the MoEW aspires to in implementing the environmental protection policy of 
the state are sustainable development, prevention and reduction of human health risks, give 
prevalence of the prevention of pollution prior to the subsequent elimination of the damages caused 
by pollution, public involvement and transparency of the environmental decision making process, 
environmental awareness of citizens, conservation, development and protection of the ecosystems 
and their inherent biodiversity, restoration and improvement of the environmental quality in 
polluted and damaged areas, prevention of pollution and damages to clean areas and of other 
unfavourable impacts, integration of the environmental conservation policy into the sectoral and 
regional policies for economic development and social relationships, and also access to justice 
concerning environmental issues. 
MoEW is the competent authority for notification and assessment of the risks from new chemical 
substances, and of the import, export, prohibition, and restriction of hazardous chemicals, and issues 
permits to enterprises that are subject to the Regulation on the Terms and Procedures for Issuance of 
Permits for Construction and Operation of New and Operation of Existing Enterprises and 
Facilities, where systems for prevention of large accidents involving hazardous substances or 
limitation of their consequences are introduced, and keeps registers of notified chemical substances 
and of imported and exported hazardous chemical substances, according to the Regulation on the 
Import and Export of Hazardous Chemicals in Bulgaria. 
Consistent with the Law on Protection against the Harmful Impact of Chemical Substances and 
Preparations, the MoEW controls the hazardous chemicals for which import and export conditions 
have been set, the intermediary products for which limited research programmes are allowed, and 
the compliance with the storage requirements for the chemicals or preparations as indicated by the 
manufacturer in the Material Data Safety Sheets. 
The MoEW controls the export, import, disposal and destruction of hazardous waste according to 
the current legislation and coordinates and control the enforcement of the requirements for 
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treatment and transporting of used oils and waste petrochemicals, polychlorinated 
biphenyls/polychlorinated triphenyls, batteries and accumulators; the coordination and control 
during design, construction and operation of urban waste disposal facilities and plants, and 
compliance with the requirements during sitting of waste treatment facilities; the coordination and 
control of the enforcement of production and hazardous waste treatment and transporting 
requirements. 
During privatization of state enterprises, the Ministry of Environment and Water revises the 
assessment of past environmental damage caused by their respective activities. The Supreme 
Council of Environmental Experts at the Ministry of Environment and Water reviews submitted 
programs for step-by-step solution of the environmental damages from past pollution. 
The MoEW develops and coordinates the implementation of national and sector action programmes 
to fulfil Bulgaria’s commitments under the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants, 
the Protocol for the Persistent Organic Pollutants at the 1979 Convention Long-Range 
Transboundary Air Pollution, the Framework UN Convention on Climate Changes, and the related 
European legislation. 
The MoEW coordinates and conducts activities for limitation and termination of the use of ozone 
depleting substances and for limitation of greenhouse gas emissions, and organises and coordinates 
annual inventories of ozone depleting substances and GHGs. 
The MoEW carries out its activities at national and regional levels by means of the Executive 
Environment Agency (EEA) and its regional structures – the 15 Regional Inspectorates of 
Environment and Water (RIEW). 
The EEA carries out monitoring of environmental media and factors (including polychlorinated 
biphenyls, hexachlorobenzene, dioxins, furans, and polyaromatic hydrocarbons) throughout 
Bulgaria. 
The RIEW carries out regulation (develop or participate in the development of documents or 
conduct activities related to the state policy on environment protection and sustainable use of 
nature), control (monitors compliance with the quality of environmental media, and their registered 
deviation from the regulations; controls the activities, authorities or persons that can or do cause 
environmental pollution or damage; the compliance with the permits for water use, discharging, 
hydrogeological prospecting and construction of ground water intake facilities, rights to use mineral 
water, and water economy systems and facilities; makes decisions, issue permits, written 
agreements, develop statements, and agree plans and projects; controls the compliance with the 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) statements; inspects, monitors and measures 
environmental media, enforces administrative measures consistent with the legislation concerning 
the activities of RIEW to prevent and stop administrative violations, and to prevent and stop their 
harmful impacts), and provides information (studies and analyses the results from measurements at 
the points of the National System for Environmental Monitoring (NSEM), and submits information 
about the state of the environment and water). 
 
Ministry of Health – the Ministry of Health controls the categorization, packaging and labelling of 
chemicals, the notification of chemical substances and of hazardous chemicals that are subject to 
trading and use restrictions or prohibitions aimed to protect the health of the population. The MoH 
organises and controls the state sanitary and epidemiological control, and carries out 
immunotherapy. It develops and proposes for acceptance hygiene standards and sanitary rules 
regarding the conditions required for the natural, occupational, study, and household environment; 
regarding the safety of food, drinking water and all goods with health impacts; regarding issues of 
radioactivity protection, etc. 
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The MoH plans and organises the studying of specific public-health impacts caused by the factors 
of the natural, occupational, study, and household environment, and of the behaviour of individuals, 
assesses the health risks, develops and proposes measures to prevent the harmful public-health 
effect from environmental risks, and from unsafe behaviour of individuals; collects, processes and 
submits to the Inspectorates of Hygiene and Epidemiology information about the hazardous 
chemicals; develops and proposes for establishment and introduction additional hygiene standards 
and requirements, or special conditions at work, training and movement of the population in the 
event of radioactivity accidents, industrial accidents, natural calamities or epidemic spreading of 
particularly hazardous infections, to protect the public. 
 
The MoH guides, coordinates and controls the Inspectorates of Hygiene and Epidemiology as 
territorial units of the State Sanitary and Epidemiological Control, and the integrated prevention of 
diseases and promotion of health. 
 
The MoH prohibits the marketing of chemicals which are hazardous to human health, and orders 
their destruction or processing and re-use for other purposes. The importing of psychotropic 
materials, substances and controlled chemicals used to manufacture narcotics, requires advance 
agreement with the Ministry of Health. 
 
The main responsibilities of the Ministry of Environment and Water are to: 
• protect plants and plant products from diseases, pests and weeds by means of preventive 
measures during their transboundary transition, occurrence, and distribution in Bulgaria; 
• introduce the introduction and improvement of methods for integrated control of plant and 
plant product pests; 
• enforce the requirements for the plant protection chemicals and fertilizers, the regime of 
testing, permitting, import, production, trading, and control of their use to protect human 
health, animals, and the environment; 
• enforce the requirements for phytosanitary quality and control of plants and plant products 
meant for the domestic market and for export; 
• control the specialized requirements for plant protection techniques; 
• conduct periodic and on-going control on the plant protection techniques; 
• apply fertilization methods and specialized requirements for fertilization equipment; 
• control pollutants in plants, soils, and irrigation water; 
• controls the biological production of plants, plant products, and plant origin food. 
The Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry (MoAF) carries out biological testing and allows 
import and use of plant protection preparations, soil improvement preparations, and artificial 
fertilizers, and controls their proper application. 
The Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry controls the plant protection chemicals released on the 
market. Through its local and regional structures, the National Plant Protection Service (NPPS) 
controls the import, trading in, and use of, plant protection preparations in Bulgaria for content of 
active substance in the formulation, labelling, content of labels, and their relation to the plant 
protection product. 
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The Ministry of Labour and Social Policy (MoLSP) develops, coordinates and conducts the state 
policy for securing of healthy and safe working conditions by means of: 
• drawing up jointly with the Minister of Health of analyses of the state, trends and problems 
in securing healthy and safe working conditions and proposing measures for their 
improvement; 
• issuing independently or jointly with other ministries of regulations ensuring healthy and 
safe working conditions, organising and coordinating the development of regulations in this 
field where other ministers are competent, and approving rules to secure healthy and safe 
working conditions; 
• carrying out integrated control through the EAGLI of legislative compliance and of the 
fulfilment of the obligations to ensure healthy and safe work conditions in all sectors and 
activities, regardless of the form of ownership; 
• defining the conditions, procedures and requirements for training, measurements and 
consultancy in labour safety. 
 
The transport of hazardous chemicals is regulated by the Ministry of Transport and 
Communications (MoTC), whose competences include: 
• collection, analysis and summarising of traffic safety related information; 
• creation of conditions for safety in commercial shipping, civil aviation and railway 
transport, and control of the compliance with them; 
• organising and technical control of the investigations of aircraft emergencies and serious 
accidents and maintenance of a system for compulsory and voluntary reporting of aircraft 
emergencies and serious accidents; 
• control of compliance with the conditions for public transport of passengers and cargo, and 
of transport related documents; 
• carrying out of activities related to the development of long-distance communications, 
information and communication technologies, construction and development of information 
society, etc. 
 
The Customs Agency of the Ministry of Finance controls all goods entering or leaving Bulgaria, 
consistent with the Customs Office Act. It participates in the development of the customs policy; 
participates in the creation of and maintains the information subsystem of categorization of 
chemicals; studies, collects data and specifies the types of high-risk goods for the purpose of 
helping customs offices in risk management through tariffs. 
The Agency assists in the control of high-risk goods categorization. It develops and maintains the 
Integrated Customs Tariff of the Republic of Bulgaria which contains data including all tariff and 
non-tariff measures and restrictions and prohibitions applied for the importing, exporting and transit 
transportation of goods. 
The Agency organizes, coordinates, guides, and controls the activities of customs offices to 
counteract violations and crime related to the customs activities and hard currency; the measures 
against illegal trafficking of narcotics and precursors; the receiving, storage and destruction of 
narcotics and precursors, etc. 
Consistent with the Control of Foreign Trade in Weapons and in Goods and Technologies of 
Possible Dual Use Act, the Customs Agency controls the foreign trade in weapons and in goods and 
technologies of possible dual use, while the Ministry of Interior (MoI) participates, by means of 
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the National Fire and Emergency Safety Service, into the limitation and mitigation of industrial 
accidents involving chemicals. 
Consistent with the Rules of the Organization and Activities to Prevent the Consequences of 
Accidents, Emergencies and Catastrophes, a Permanent Government Committee for Protection 
of the Population from Calamities and Emergencies has been established at the Council of 
Ministers and is lead by a minister. The Committee includes representatives of all interested 
ministries, of committees and of the academic community. 
The permanent committees carry out the following main objectives in the municipalities: 
− analysis of the condition and readiness of their dependent structures and of the respective 
commercial companies and enterprises of sole proprietors to participate in the prevention and 
elimination of the effects of calamities, accidents and catastrophes, and development of 
programs, plans and measures for improvement of readiness; 
− organising of scientific research for protection of the population and the national economy in 
the event of calamities, emergencies and catastrophes; 
− organising and carrying out of activities to prevent and reduce the harmful consequences from 
calamities, emergencies and catastrophes; 
− create and maintain ready means of notification, and of collective and personal protective 
equipment for the workers and officials; 
− plan, organise, guide and control the submission and participation of formations and funds for 
rescue and urgent emergency restoration work upon request by the permanent committee at 
the Council of Ministers, and by the regional and municipal permanent committees; 
− collect information about calamities, emergencies and catastrophes from their dependent 
structures and promptly inform the permanent committee at the Council of Ministers and the 
regional and the municipal permanent committees on whose territory are the sites and the 
endangered population about the situation, about the measures to eliminate the effects and 
about the manner of behaviour and action, and make requests for assistance. 
 
The Permanent Committee is assisted by the Civil Protection State Agency. It studies the 
likelihood of emergencies and develops plans for preventive work to reduce losses during accidents, 
and conducts rescue operations during industrial accidents. The Agency organises the mitigation of 
the effects from accidents for protection of the public and of the environment. 
Within their competences, the municipalities control the activities of generation, collection, 
separate storage, transporting, recovery and disposal of urban and construction waste; and the 
disposal of industrial and hazardous waste and the implementation of programs for their 
management by organising and controlling the closing, reclamation, and follow-up monitoring of 
landfills in the territory of the respective municipality. 
 
5.3. Comments, analyses and recommendations 
The regulations transposing the European and international legislation on chemicals and 
preparations have been developed and are implemented. 
The competences of state authorities to manage chemicals and preparations are clearly defined. 
Tools in aid of the industries and the community have been created to ensure access to information 
about the current legislation and its implementation (see chapter 11), and about the state of the 
environment, measures to prevent industrial accidents and to assess the risks from hazardous 
chemicals, and the related activities. 
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CHAPTER 6 – RELEVANT ACTIVITIES BY THE INDUSTRIAL 
SECTOR, PUBLIC INTEREST GROUPS AND THE 
SCIENTIFIC AND RESEARCH COMMUNITY 
 
With their specific structure, financing and expression, non-governmental organizations play an 
important role in the management of any country. Many NGOs in Bulgaria have ecological issues 
and environmental protection at the centre of their activities. Considering the activities and the large 
diversity of non-governmental structures in our country, we could arrange them in a general group, 
as follows: 
• Industrial organizations – unions, branch chambers, economic associations, economic chambers, 
companies, manufacturer associations, etc.; 
• Universities, study institutions, colleges, vocational schools, specialized private schools, 
specialized national and international training courses, re-training, scientific research institutes, 
scientific-research sectors, associations, foundations, laboratories, etc.; 
• Non-governmental organizations – centres, clubs, movements, user associations; association of 
carriers, unions etc.; 
• Other organizations – limited liability companies (Ltd), joint stock companies (JSC), sole 
proprietors (SP), private companies, associations, consulting organizations etc. 
Despite the diversity of existing non-governmental structures and of the manner of their 
registration, the above organizations can participate through different types of activities 
(production, import, export, use of chemical substances, development of new chemical substances 
and their application) in “the life cycle” of chemical substances. 
 
6.1. Description of organisations 
 
INDUSTRIAL ORGANIZATIONS AND UNIONS 
The non-governmental organizations in Bulgaria involved with production, trading (import and 
export), transport and storage of chemical substances are mainly branch chambers, unions and 
companies participating in the Bulgarian Economic Chamber and the Bulgarian Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry. 
Apart from the non-governmental organizations already described, there are many private 
companies in Bulgaria involved in manufacturing of and trading in chemical substances, and 
representative offices of large European, American and Asian chemical companies. These private 
companies and representative offices, however, are not united in of larger organizations and unions, 
and have not coordinated and agreed their activities and, therefore, will not be subject to this 
review, except for those who are members of the BCCI. 
72 trade associations are members of the Bulgarian Chamber of Commerce. By means of the 
Bulgarian Chamber of Commerce these trade associations are members of the Bulgarian Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry. The trade organizations involved into activities related to the “life 
cycle” of chemical substances and preparations are listed below. 
The Bulgarian Chamber of Chemical Industry (BCCI) is the main non-governmental 
organization involved in management of chemical substances in Bulgaria. It was established in 
1994 and registered in 1995. It has 57 members – Bulgarian firms and companies. The BCCI is an 
associated member of the European Chemical Industry Council, CEFIC.  
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The main objectives of the BCCI is to cooperate for accelerated introduction of the chemicals 
legislation in Bulgaria, by assisting production companies with information, European level 
contacts and active cooperation to modernize existing production capacities by introducing of 
modern equipment and processes in the chemical plants. The BCCI develops, and participates in the 
discussion of, concepts for the future development of the Bulgarian chemical industries, protects the 
interests of its members before the government, the local authorities and the trade unions in the 
development for adoption of preferential and protective customs tariffs and fees for chemical 
products, participates most actively in negotiations and the work of governmental authorities and 
unions related to labour legislation and labour safety in the Bulgarian chemical industry. 
The BCCI works actively for the implementation of various projects, financed by the EC through 
the European Chemical Industry Council (CEFIC) and aimed to harmonise the Bulgarian legislation 
on chemical substances with that of the EU. The projects are financed by PHARE. Following the 
success of the project for evaluation of the influence of the White Book in the field of chemicals 
management, the BCCI has continued to work with the CEFIC on projects, related to training 
chemical industries in Central and Eastern Europe to expand the domestic markets through 
improved compliance with the requirements and regulations of the EU on environmental and social 
policies. CEFIC has conducted successful training under the Chimleg project of 19 Bulgarian 
experts in chemicals legislation. Work was started under the Chimfed project to introduce the 
voluntary initiatives of the European Chemical Industries Council “Responsible Care (RC)”, 
“Industrial Emergency Response System (IERS)“, “Safety and Quality Assessment System 
(SQAS)” for chemical substances. The work of the BCCI has resulted in 16 Bulgarian companies 
working on the Responsible Care initiative, thus declaring their commitment to making constant 
efforts to improve their responsible management of chemical substances. By means of its 
Responsible Care Committee, the BCCI organises training, collection of information and inspection 
in companies using this initiative. 
With a view to successful implementation of the European initiative reaction to accidents, the BCCI 
is developing a national scheme called “Transport and Accidents Information Management System” 
(TAIMS), which will include a number of chemical companies, each having built structures and 
experience in this field and providing 1-st level aid during chemical accidents and emergencies. In 
this regard, a framework agreement has been concluded with the Civil Protection State Agency to 
render assistance at the 1st level. 
To introduce the experience of the EU in evaluating auto transport safety and quality, the BCCI has 
concluded a framework agreement with the Association of Bulgarian Companies for International 
Transport and Roads for joint work and support of proper management of chemical substances at 
company level. 
The BCCI will continue to promote voluntary initiatives of the European Community for 
manufacturing and use of chemical substances, among manufacturing companies and users of 
chemicals. 
The BCCI has worked in cooperation with the Ministry of Economy, the MOEW, MLSP, and MH 
to fulfil its objectives. 
The BCCI assists the BSECEE in the inventorying of polychlorinated biphenyls in transformers, 
transformer oils, condensers and condenser oils. 
Other NGOs, members of ВСС and БТПП whose activities involve mainly the use of chemical 
products, participate in varying degrees into the management of chemical substances in Bulgaria. 
According to the information available in Bulgaria, similar non-governmental organizations 
involved in other programmes on management of chemicals in Bulgaria are: 
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– Branch Union of Leather, Fur, Footwear and Leather Goods Industry – buys, transports and uses 
chemical products as imitation leather, polymers, dyes, glues, accessory chemicals (lubricants, 
equalisers, etc.); 
– Branch Union of Wood-Processing and Furniture Industry – buys, transports and uses a number 
of chemical products as polymer foils, glues (C-200, carbamide-formaldehyde, etc.), paints and 
varnishes. 
– Branch Union of Wool Textile and Silk Industry – buys, transports and uses a number of 
chemical products as man-made-fibres, dyes, accessory chemicals (lubricants, antistatic, 
equilizers, etc.). 
– Branch Union of Glass and Fine Ceramics Industry - buys, transports and mainly uses chemical 
products such as inorganic raw materials (limestone, kaolin, soda ash, sand), paints, varnishes, 
enamels, etc. 
– Branch Chamber of Pulp and Paper Industry – works mostly with chemical products such as 
caustic soda, chlorine, and chlorine compounds, cellulose, etc. 
– Branch Chamber of Cotton, Linen and Hemp Industry – buys, transports and uses chemical 
products as: man-made fibres, caustic soda, bleaching agents, dyes, accessory chemicals 
(lubricants, antistatic, optical brighteners, equilizers, textile finishing agents, etc.). 
– Bulgarian Branch Union of Knitwear Industry – buys, transports and uses chemical products 
such as processed fibres, dyes, textile accessory chemicals (lubricants, antistatics, equilizers, 
textile finishing agents, etc.); 
– Union of Oilseed Oil Producers in Bulgaria – works with chemical products such as acids, 
alkalis; manufactures chemical products – organic acids, soaps, etc. 
The above non-governmental organisations are the main ones related more or less to the 
management of chemical substances in Bulgaria. Of course, this is not the complete list of 
associations and unions, since all industries and areas of life use chemicals and are, therefore, 
connected to the management of chemical substances. 
 
SCHOOLS, UNIVERSITIES AND SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH INSTITUTES 
The management of chemical substances involves their manufacturing, use, import, export, storage, 
and transportation; development of new chemical substances, definition of their properties and 
continuous improvement of the techniques and technologies, waste recovery or disposal; and 
creation of low-waste or non-waste technologies. This broad spectrum of activities requires 
specially trained personnel. 
Specialists for production, use, import and export of chemical substances, referred to below as 
“chemicals management staff”, are trained at different levels in different educational institutions. 
Most generally, these institutions can be grouped as follows: 
⇒ Secondary schools and secondary specialized schools; 
⇒ Colleges; 
⇒ Specialized courses and schools for training and retraining of specialists with secondary or 
college level education; 
⇒ Higher education schools, institutions, academies, universities; 
⇒ Specialized courses and schools for training and retraining of specialists with higher level 
education; 
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Chemistry vocational schools 
Mainly, these are two types: general profile in “chemical industry” and specialised by branch 
profile – silicates industry, textile industry, rubber and plastics, etc. The technical schools for 
chemical industry in Dimitrovgrad, Varna, Sofia, Stara Zagora, Vidin and Ruse have gained many 
years of experience and tradition during the years. Executive specialists for almost all branches of 
Bulgarian chemical industry have been and are still trained in these technical schools – workshop 
managers, shift managers, equipment operators, laboratory specialists, heads of laboratories, and 
quality inspectors. 
These specialists are involved in manufacturing, use, transport, and storage of chemicals; their 
transporting and storage, and securing of adequate storage and manufacturing conditions to 
guarantee compliance with the national and international standards. They will participate in the 
company level management of chemicals. The students in chemistry vocational schools should be 
acquainted with the management of chemical substances through suitable classes or lectures. 
 
Colleges 
Their objective is to educate specialists for the chemical industry – shift managers, heads of 
workshops, production managers, heads of laboratories, heads of departments and sections. These 
specialists can work in design organizations, Regional Inspectorates for Environment and Water, 
specialised laboratories, and in companies for import and export of chemical substances. 
All these colleges are independent, but are also structural units of similar higher education facilities 
and are, to a large extent, the transition between the secondary and higher education in chemicals. 
Out of all 44 colleges in Bulgaria, the chemical industry colleges in Sofia, Varna, and Razgrad 
deserve particular attention since they operate in close cooperation with higher education facilities 
of chemical technology in Sofia and in Burgas. 
This group of education facilities should also include management of chemicals in their curricula, 
to train executives on the one hand, and specialists in monitoring the compliance with the 
regulations on management of chemicals. 
 
Universities, institutes and higher education schools 
Of all 41 universities in Bulgaria, there are two specialized universities training personnel for the 
chemical industry. They are the University of Chemical Technology and Metallurgy in Sofia, and 
the University of Chemical Technology Prof. Dr. Asen Zlatarov in Burgas. 
They graduate bachelors and masters of sciences for almost all sectors of the chemical industry – 
inorganic chemistry technologies, rubber, plastics, textile, printing, leather, electrochemical 
industries, organic synthesis, fuels, biotechnology, engineering chemistry, new materials, 
engineering ecology etc. 
The University of Chemical Technology and Metallurgy (UCTM) in Sofia teaches chemical 
engineers jointly with Universities from Germany and France. Three theses have been developed 
and successfully defended in 2004 in the UCTM on evaluation of the status in Bulgaria of DDT, 
polychlorinated biphenyls in transformer and condenser oils, and polychlorinated biphenyls in 
emissions. 
Both universities have trained hundreds of “doctors” and “doctors of technical sciences”. Every 
year these two universities retrain scores of chemists and engineers. 
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Both universities have strong scientific research sectors with many years of experience, knowledge, 
and solutions in the field of theory and practice of chemical technologies and substances, equipment 
and facilities to resolve scientific and applied-science problems, with efficient contacts with almost 
all branches of chemical industries. 
The analysis of the activities of these universities shows that management of chemical substances is 
not part of their activities. Specialized subjects at bachelor or master level could be introduced for 
the training of managers of chemical substances. The issues of management of chemical substances 
can become subject of specialized post-graduate training and re-training, and of doctoral theses. 
Management of chemical substances may and should involve the scientific research sectors of the 
respective universities. Accredited laboratories established at the universities, specialized in sectors, 
participate in the analyses of chemical substances. Their participation is periodic, sporadic and 
unregulated.  
Apart from the University of Chemical Technology and Metallurgy in Sofia and the University 
Prof. Dr. Asen Zlatarov in Burgas, the remaining universities should also become involved in 
varying forms in the management of chemical substances, according to their possibilities: 
♦ Sofia University Kliment Ohridski – Sofia, Chemistry Department; 
♦ Plovdiv University Paisi Hilendarski; 
♦ Shumen University “Bishop Konstantin Preslavski”; 
♦ Higher Food Industry Institute – Plovdiv; 
♦ National Economy University – Sofia; 
♦ Higher Institute of Agriculture – Plovdiv; 
♦ Higher Military School “Panayot Volov” – Veliko Tarnovo; 
♦ University of Forestry, Sofia. Seven theses have been defended in 2004 on subjects related to 
persistent organic pollutants which are subject to the Stockholm Convention. Three of these 
include data about emissions of dioxins, furans, polychlorinated biphenyls, and poly-aromatic 
hydrocarbons into the atmospheric air in Bulgaria, and environmental conservation possibilities. 
Three others evaluate the present status of the DDT problem, as well as that of some plant 
protection preparations, and consider the possibilities for their environmentally sound disposal. 
One of them is related to inventorying condenser and transformer oils containing 
polychlorinated biphenyls, and their effect on the environment and on human health. 
♦  
Scientific research institutes 
Involvement in the characterization of chemical substances at various stages of their “life cycle” is 
within the capabilities of:  
• The chemistry institutes of the BAS – the Institute of General and Inorganic Chemistry; The 
Institute of Organic Chemistry; The Catalysis Institute; The Central Laboratory for 
Electrochemical Research; The Institute of Physical Chemistry; The Institute of Engineering 
Chemistry; The Institute of Polymers; A team of representatives of these institutes participated 
in the development of a National Action Plan for Management of Persistent Organic Pollutants, 
in conformity with the Stockholm Convention. 
• The specialized institutes – Institute of Chemical Industries in Sofia; Institute of Rubber and 
Plastic Industry – Sofia; The Institute of the Pulp and Paper Industry; The Institute of Special 
Chemicals – Dimitrovgrad; Research Institute of Chemicopharmaceuticals – Sofia; The 
National Centre for Hygiene, Medical Ecology and Nutrition – Sofia; The Institute for Glass 
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and Fine Ceramics; The Institute for Building Materials; The Institute of Ferrous Metallurgy; 
The Institute of Nuclear Physics, etc. 
• Institutes (bases, centres, scientific units) of large manufacturing companies. 
 
Foundations, associations, libraries 
The specialized scientific libraries in Bulgaria possess a rich national and worldwide information 
about chemical substances – properties, technologies, and assessment of their effect on humans and 
on the environment. Possibilities exist for exchange of information between libraries, for use of 
international libraries, the Internet, etc. 
The foundations and associations, their management and organisation, and their qualified 
specialists, their national and international databases, and their proven national and international 
level contacts, have a place in the management of chemical substances. 
 
INSTITUTE FOR ECOLOGICAL MODERNISATION (IEM) FOUNDATION  
This organization has been concerned with activities involving hazardous chemical substances 
since September 2002 through the activities under the Urban Experience in Waste Management 
Programme. Presently, the IEM works for the implementation of the Regulation on the 
Requirements for Marketing of Luminescent and Other Lamps Containing Mercury and on the 
Treatment and Transport of Obsolescent Luminescent and other Lamps Containing Mercury 
(effective since January 1, 2001, Promulgated in the State Gazette 101 dated December 12, 2000), 
the Regulation on the Requirements for Manufacturing and Marketing of Batteries and 
Accumulators (effective since January 1, January 2001, Promulgated in the SG 61 dated July 25, 
2000), and the Regulation on the Requirements for Treatment and Transport of Used Oils and 
Waste Petrochemicals, effective since January 01, 2001, Promulgated in the SG 59 dated July 21, 
2000). 
Memorandums of agreement have been signed with Varna and Blagoevgrad municipalities for joint 
implementation of the following activities for management of hazardous waste in their territory 
consistent with the regulations on luminescent and other mercury-containing lamps, batteries, 
accumulators, and motor oils. 
· Identification of the stakeholders concerned with the hazardous waste in the towns of Varna and 
Blagoevgrad; 
· Meetings with individual stakeholders and evaluation of their information about hazardous 
waste in the territory of the municipalities; 
· Collection of primary data about the flow of hazardous waste in Asparuhovo region, Varna 
municipality, and Blagoevgrad municipality; 
· Studying of the possible hazardous waste treatment alternatives in the municipalities; 
- Discussion of alternatives with the relevant stakeholders: consulting the points of sale for 
automotive batteries, motor oils, luminescent lamps and batteries concerning the various ways 
to collect hazardous waste; 
- Drawing up of a hazardous waste treatment regulation: analysis of results from studies, 
consultancy and drawing up of a chapter on hazardous waste for addition to the municipal 
regulation on waste treatment; 
- Meetings with the identified stakeholders for discussions of the draft hazardous waste chapter 
and supplementing the draft with the results from the meeting; 
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- Preliminary training of the stakeholders: training of employees in shops selling batteries and 
luminescent lamps, and of other traders obligated to collect hazardous waste; 
- Printing of information (leaflets, etc.) and dissemination of results: publishing of summarised 
articles in various publications, making of presentations to adequate forums; 
- Translation and dissemination of the volumes from the series “Tools in Aid of Administrators” 
of the Programme “Urban Waste Management Experience”:  “Micro- and Small Enterprises” 
and “Organic Waste Flow”. 
 
THE ASSOCIATION OF BULGARIAN ENTERPRISES FOR INTERNATIONAL 
TRANSPORT AND ROADS (ABEITR) 
The main activities involving chemical substances are: 
• training courses for transporting of hazardous cargoes (European Agreement for Transport of 
Hazardous Waste by Road, ADR) and Bulgarian regulations and requirements for transporting 
of hazardous waste in tank trucks 
• courses for training on transporting of chemical substances regarding the harmonized legislation 
and implementation of the EU standards – training of drivers and of persons accompanying 
hazardous cargoes; training of safety consultants; 
• offers a complete set of equipment for automobiles transporting hazardous cargoes, consistent 
with the written instructions for response in emergencies; warning signboards and danger signs 
during transporting of hazardous cargoes. 
• consulting on the requirements for professional competence of international carriers, consistent 
with the European and Bulgarian legislation. 
 
NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 
The scope of activities of the NGO is rather varied, with predominance of consulting, scientific 
work, manufacturing, particularly of chemical substances, resolution of environmental problems, 
awareness, trading, etc. 
In relation to the issues considered in this document, it should be noted that there are very few 
NGOs concerned with the “life cycle” of chemical substances. At the same time, more than 700 
non-governmental organizations are concerned with environmental protection and despite their 
approximately 12 years of existence, their work deserves praise and has established them as a 
necessary and prospective structure in the resolving a number of issues related to the management 
of the public and its further development. 
The following is a list of several NGOs who have become directly involved during the recent years 
in project development, consulting and expert assessment in various stage of the “life cycle” of the 
chemical substances. 
CLEAN INDUSTRY CENTRE 
The main priorities of its activities are: 
∗ provision of information to Bulgarian enterprises about the challenges arising from the new 
environmental management standards; 
∗ organising of teacher training and creation of a network of auditors, consultants and specialists; 
∗ coordination and evaluation of environmental management programmes of industries; 
promotion of demonstration projects; 
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∗ support of the dialogue between government and financial institutions, national and foreign 
donors and companies wishing to apply environmental management systems; 
∗ creation of a database on clean and energy saving technologies, waste reduction, etc. 
Selected activities related to chemical substances and their impact on the environment: 
1. Waste minimization programmes; 
2. Waste management programmes; 
3. Informing and servicing Bulgarian and governmental and private companies concerning 
the ISO-14000 standards; 
4. Creation of a database on emissions in the atmospheric air and in surface water, on solid 
waste and on polluted soils, and maintenance of a national register of pollution; 
5. Organizes exchange of information about clean technology, wasteless and energy 
efficient technologies; 
6. Establishing of links between the financial institutions and donors on the one hand and 
with enterprises wishing to invest in environmental projects on the other; 
7. Participation in the development of a National Profile for the Management of Chemical 
Substances, 1997. 
 
BALKAN SCIENCE AND EDUCATION CENTRE OF ECOLOGY AND ENVIRONMENT 
(BSECEE) 
The main activities of the centre are: education; scientific research; consulting; expertise; 
provision of information; designing. 
The main work and projects of the BSECEE involving chemical substances, including persistent 
organic pollutants and their environmental impacts are as follows: 
1.  “Main barriers to investment in the environment and environmental conservation”, jointly 
with the Clean Industry Centre. 
2.  “Air Quality Management in Stara Zagora” – joint project with the USEPA. 
3. Creation of a centre for monitoring and control of environmental pollution with heavy 
metals – joint project with OTI-Athens, financed by PHARE. 
4. Environmental assessment of the impact of emissions from MDK Pirdop on the soils in 
Zlatitsa –Pirdop region, financed by PHARE 
5. Elaboration of EIA statements for projects and existing facilities. 
6. Participation in the development of a National Profile for the Management of Chemical 
Substances, 1997. 
7. Updating of the National Profile for the Management of Chemical Substances, 2002. 
8. Elaboration of the National Action Plan for Management of Persistent Organic Pollutants in 
relation to the Stockholm Convention. 
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SYNDICAL ORGANISATIONS 
CONFEDERACY OF INDEPENDENT UNIONS IN BULGARIA – CIUB 
Established in 1990 with 370 000 members, the CIUB participates in the development of the Health 
and Safe Working Conditions Act and its supplements and amendments. The National Federation 
“Chemistry and Industry” at the CIUB has made a statement regarding the Protection against the 
Harmful Impact of Chemical Substances, Preparations and Products Act. In 2003 it participated in 
the conference for the European safety and health week “Hazardous Substances – Work More 
Carefully”. 
 
OTHER ORGANISATIONS 
INTERLEX LTD. 
One priority of this company is to carry out environmental, legal and intellectual-property 
analyses. The main activities directly or indirectly related to management of chemical substances 
and waste are as follows: 
⇒ Environmental Impact Assessment: improvement of the decision making processes by provision 
of environmental information – seminars with representatives of RIEW and of municipalities, 
organised with the partner institution – the Washington Centre for International Environmental 
Law – and financed by the US Agency for International Development. 
⇒ Comparison of the EIA legislation in Bulgaria, USA, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, the 
European Community, the World Bank and the European Development Bank – a reference book 
has been prepared and distributed with financing by the US Agency for International 
Development. 
⇒ Implementation of an effective programme for issuance of permits and for control at local and 
regional levels – seminars for RIEWs and for municipalities organised with the partner 
organisation – the Sustainable Community Institute of Vermont, USA, financed by the US 
Agency for International Development. 
 
ECOTECH CONSULT Ltd. 
The main activities of the company are scientific research, EIA statements related directly to the 
management of chemical substances: 
1. Development and assistance in implementation of a technology for production of water-
insoluble synthetic pine flotation oil (SINOL I) and investigation of possibilities for 
implementation and production of water-soluble synthetic pine flotation oil (SINOL II) – 
financed by “Crystal”-JSC- Velingrad for needs of flotation plants. 
2. Participation in the development of a National Profile for the Management of Chemical 
Substances, 1997. 
3. Analysis and assessment of the Bulgarian legislation and the impact of the European legislation 
on the Bulgarian chemical industry – sub-contractor in a project of the Bulgarian Chamber of 
Chemical Industry, financed by CEFIC in 1998-1999 
4. Inventory of existing chemicals and compilation of a register, the project was financed by the 
National Fund for Environmental Protection with the Ministry of Environment and Water - 
1999 - 2000. 
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BALBOK ENGINEERING JSC  
The main activities related to management of chemical substances are: 
• the Method for Detoxication and Decomposition of Unusable or Obsolete Pesticides, Sofia, 
2000 
• BB Cube steel reinforced concrete container for transportation and storage of hazardous and 
radioactive waste. Chapter 2 shows such cubes and the location of their sites in Bulgaria where 
environmentally sound storage of obsolete or expired pesticides, some of which might contain 
persistent organic pollutants.  
• Management of hazardous waste containing polychlorinated biphenyls and polychlorinated 
terphenyls – pilot implementation of an action plan in a model region (Research on national 
production of PCB and import/export of PCB/PCT containing devices in Bulgaria) 2001 
 
POVVIK JSC 
The main projects in the recent two years, directly or indirectly related to the management of 
chemicals, are the following: 
• Studying of sources polluting depositories – required by “Vidima Ideal” in Sevlievo; 
• Investigation of waste water sludge from industrial electroplating – required by Varna 
Shipbuilding Company; 
• General characteristics of accumulated pesticides in Bulgaria - for RWE - Entsorgung – 
Germany; 
• EIA statements; 
• Development of methodological guidance in the assessment of past environmental damage 
caused by activity or inactivity during privatisation of industries. The guidance is oriented 
mainly to the assessment of environmental impacts of hazardous substances causing human 
health risks, and not damages in general. 
 
6.2. Summary of available professional expertise in the non-governmental sector 
The non-governmental sector possesses potential for certain chemical management activities that 
consider the life cycle of the chemicals. As indicated above, there are 700 to 1000 non-
governmental organizations involved in ecology and environmental protection, including various 
chemical substances, but it would be difficult to analyse them all in this report for the following 
reasons: 
◊ no national, sector, or agency level lists of all organisations exists and this precludes easy 
contacts with them and invitations for involvement in local, regional, national, and international 
projects; 
◊ their possibilities, their priorities and their activities are not advertised; 
◊ their activities in the areas indicated above are not coordinated; 
◊ the results from the work of these organisations are not adequately promoted; 
◊ no realistic and reliable control of the qualifications and possibilities of these non-governmental 
organizations exists; there are no quality criteria for the selection of one or another organisation 
to resolve problems; no basis for competition exists; 
◊ the data shows the possibilities of NGOs and the need for legislation for the management of 
their activities in consideration of their specific features. 
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Table 6A – Summary of available professional expertise in the non-governmental sector 
 
Field of expertice Scientific 
research 
institutes 
Universitie
s 
Trade 
association
s 
Environmenta
l  
NGOs 
Industrial 
enterprises 
Media: - 
TV and the 
press 
Data gathering X X X X   
Testing of chemical 
substances; 
X    X  
Risk assessment X X     
Risk reduction X X X X X  
Policy analysis   X X   
Training X X X X X  
Studying of alternatives X X  X X  
Monitoring     X  
Worker awareness   X X  X 
Public awareness  X X X X X 
 
Note:  “X" marks those NGOs who have the potential to carry out the specified activities. 
 
NGOs have developed the following projects involving chemical substances: 
- Time EcoProjects Foundation: A campaign to introduce unleaded petrol by publishing 
leaflets, booklets for drivers, press conferences, a seminar, a video clip, and telephone hotlines. 
- Borrowed Nature Association:  “Enlarged Europe” project involving seminars in areas at risk 
of environmental and health impacts: atmospheric pollution in the town of Svishtov;  
- National Movement Ecoglasnost, Sofia: A project to assess the health effects from the 
Chernobyl accident, distributing a book with scientific information from various studies. A 
public training project to introduce a National Environmental and Health Action Plan jointly 
with the Ministry of Healthcare. 
- Regional Environmental Centre for Central and Eastern Europe, Bulgarian office: Project 
to ratify and implement the Aarhus Convention in the Eastern European Countries, with a 
seminar for the municipal administrations. A joint project with the Borrowed Nature 
Association for training of primary education teachers, the so-called Green Package. 
- Environmental Management Training Centre: A project for training the public at the “hot 
spots” along the Danube River basin, under a pollution reduction programme for the Danube 
river basin, sponsored by the ICPDR. A project of the Know How Fund and of the Halcrow 
Consulting Group from Great Britain to train the municipal administration, environmental 
companies and EIA experts on projects financed from ISPA through the MOEW. 
- Initiative Committee for Health Protection for the Population of Kuklen Village 
concerning problems caused by pollution of the domestic environment with heavy metals near 
KCM JSC, Plovdiv, and elaboration and introduction of an efficient programme with public 
involvement (Ministry of Health, Ministry of Environment and Water, Kuklen Municipality, 
Non-ferrous Metals Plant in Plovdiv), and monitoring of its results. 
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6.3 Analysis, evaluation and recommendations 
 
The following findings, conclusions, and recommendations can be inferred from this information 
and its comments: 
• Training of managerial staff at secondary, college and higher education levels is provided for in 
study plans and curricula. This requires introduction of specialized lecture and exercise courses 
for these issues, and of a special study discipline and training on the management of chemical 
substances and waste. 
• Higher education facilities avail of trained personnel and a database of the global sciences and 
practice in successful management of chemical substances and waste. Teaching aids should be 
prepared in agreement with Ministry of Education and suitable training modules should be 
introduced for students at various levels regarding the specifics of the POPs during their life 
cycle.  
• Regarding POPs, the scientific research institutes and their various forms in the state and private 
sectors have the potential for human-health risk assessment through studies of POP content in 
mothers’ milk; and to study POP contents in plants and animals to establish their accumulation 
or spreading along the food chain. They can elaborate and introduce POP measurement methods 
and model POP distribution into the environment from emission sources. These institutes can 
carry out research for improvement of the monitoring technologies and systems, and can study 
the depositions from emissions, the POP transformation processes and presence, and the 
synergy in selected ecosystems. 
• The recent new organizations known as NGOs are very diverse in scientific potential, 
equipment, and capabilities to deal with a number of problems, including the management of 
chemical substances and waste. Their more efficient use requires synchronising, coordination 
and efficient use of the strengths of various organisations. They could become involved in the 
implementation of joint projects with institutions and businesses, to develop innovative 
technologies for destruction of POPs in priority areas within the scope of Bulgaria’s capacities. 
This requires yet another preliminary proving of each NGO – identification, proof of reliability, 
promotion, coordination, synchronising, accounting, responsibility to the public and to the 
country`s interests. 
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CHAPTER 7 – INTERAGENCY COMMISSIONS AND COORDINATION 
MECHANISMS 
7.1. Interagency commissions and coordination mechanisms 
There are a number of management structures in Bulgaria, competent in the field of environment. 
The MOEW with its branches and regional structures is the competent authority responsible for the 
implementation of the environment protection policy. Also, other national-level ministries and 
agencies, their regional authorities, district authorities, and municipalities are involved in certain 
environmental problems. Bulgaria’s government is directly involved in decision making and 
presenting the country’s position on environment protection in the negotiations for EU accession. 
The following are used to improve the cooperation between the MoEW and interested agencies: 
♦ cooperation agreements 
♦ participation of representatives of other ministries in permanent committees and councils of the 
MOEW, and participation of MOEW representatives in councils and commissions of other 
agencies 
♦ adoption of environmental programs and plans by the Council of Ministers with particular 
commitments of individual agencies and subsequent reporting and monitoring of the fulfilment 
of the agencies’ objectives 
♦ establishment of inter-agency working groups to resolve specific problems. 
Table 7A presents inter-agency commissions and mechanisms for coordination of the management 
of chemical substances. 
Table 7A – Review of some inter-agency commissions and coordination mechanisms 
Type of mechanism Members Term of operation Delegated rights 
Information 
presented in 
Section 7.2 
Supreme Council of Environmental 
Experts 
• Main staff; 
• Specialised staff: 
- Inter-agency Council of 
Environmental Experts; 
- Inter-agency Committee. 
MoEW, MoH, 
MoAF, MoRDPW, 
MoF, MoE, PPCA, 
RIEW, BD, SNCC, 
NDF 
permanent EIA related decisions 
and assessment of 
environmental 
damages; approval of 
programs for 
compliance with the 
environmental 
legislation; TORs for 
designing and 
investment projects to 
implement the 
environmental 
damage mitigation 
programmes; 
evaluation of plans 
and programs, etc. 
yes 
Working group 22 “Environment” MoEW, EEA, MoAF 
MoEER, MoD, MoH, 
MoE, MoRDPW, 
MoTC, MoAF, MoF, 
MJ, CPSA, SAMTS, 
NIS, NRA, EA BAS, 
BCC, BCCI, 
Podkrepa Union, 
CIUB, NGO 
Vazrazhdane 
temporary Draws up and 
approves the draft 
position for 
negotiations on the 
Environment sector; 
Discusses new drafts 
of regulations based 
on the acquis, etc. 
yes 
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Type of mechanism Members Term of operation Delegated rights 
Information 
presented in 
Section 7.2 
The Inter-Agency Committee on 
neutralisation of past pollution with 
pesticides 
MoAF/NPPS, 
MoEW, MoE, MoH 
temporary organising of 
disposal 
no 
Permanent committee for protection 
of the public in the case of calamities, 
emergencies and catastrophes, at the 
Council of Ministers 
DPSA, MoD, MIA, 
MoE, MoH, 
MoRDPW, MoEW, 
MoAF 
permanent Emergency action no 
Inter-Agency Committee for Control 
of Precursors at the Minister of 
Economy 
MoH, MoE, MoF, 
MoIA, MoI 
permanent Controls production, 
processing, use in 
other processes, 
storage, trading, 
import, export, re-
export, and transit of 
precursors; controls 
compliance with 
Article 12 of the UN 
Convention to 
Combat the Illegal 
Traffic of Narcotics 
and Psychotropic 
Substances. 
no 
The National Council on Work 
Conditions 
staffed by 
representatives of the 
Council of Ministers; 
National Insurance 
Institute; national 
representative 
employer 
organizations; 
national 
representative worker 
and employee 
organizations; 
permanent Coordination, 
consultancy and 
cooperation in the 
development and 
implementation of the 
policy to secure 
healthy and safe 
occupational 
environment at the 
national level 
no 
Council on plant protection products MoAF, MoH, 
MoEW, CPSA, 
Agricultural 
academy, and other 
specialists 
permanent Marketing and use of 
plant protection 
chemicals are 
allowed with an order 
by the Minister of 
Agriculture and 
Forests upon 
proposal by the 
Council on Plant 
Protection Products 
no 
Inter-Agency Committee Of Experts 
on Plant Protection Preparations 
MoEW, MoAF, 
NPPS, CPSA, MoF, 
MoIA, MoLSP 
temporary Evaluation and 
control 
yes 
 
Note: The frequency of meetings is defined by the needs. The decision making procedures are defined by an act of the 
government. 
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7.2. Description of the inter-agency commissions and coordination mechanisms 
Depending on the specifics and on the problems, several inter-agency permanent committees exist 
in Bulgaria, as well as temporary inter-agency working groups. The work of each committee or 
working group is governed by certain mechanisms. 
Each mechanism for coordination of activities for proper management of chemicals operates by 
means of a specialized authority created in the Ministry of Environment and Water (MoEW) under 
the name Supreme Council of Environmental Experts (SCEE). 
Rules, approved by the Minister of Environment and Water, define the procedures and activities of 
the SCEE.  
The SCEE meets with the following staff: 
1.  Main staff – Article 18, paragraph 1, item 4 of the Regulation on the Terms and Procedures for 
Environmental Impact Assessment of investment proposals for construction, activities and 
technologies (SG 25/2003); 
2.  Specialised staff – Inter-Agency Council of Environmental Experts – IACEE – Article 7 of the 
Regulation on the Terms and Procedures for Determination of the Responsibility of the State for 
Environmental Damage Caused by Past Action or Inaction during Privatization (SG 33/2003); 
3.  Specialised staff – Inter-Agency Committee – Article 7 of the Regulation on the Carrying out of 
Environmental Impact Assessment of National, Regional, and District Development Plans and 
Programmes, of Urban Development Plans and their Amendments (SG 24/2003). 
The SCEE is a supporting authority of the MoEW, directly subjected to the Minister of 
Environment and Water, and has the following functions: 
• The main staff of the SCEE proposes decisions concerning environmental impact assessments; 
• The main staff of the SCEE proposes decisions concerning the reports on environmental 
damages, past action or inaction during privatization, and including programmes for elimination 
of past environmental damage; 
• The main staff of the SCEE proposes approval of programs for bringing of the activities of 
privatised companies into compliance with the environmental legislation, presented by the buyer 
under the privatisation contract; 
• The IACEE proposes for approval documents such as design papers related to the 
implementation of programmes to eliminate past environmental damage caused by past activity 
or inactivity during privatisation; 
• The IACEE supports the control of implementation of the programmes to remove environmental 
damage; 
• The Inter-Agency Committee proposes for approval terms of reference for environmental impact 
assessments for plans and programmes 
• The Inter-Agency committee supports the main staff of the SCEE in the discussion of the 
Environmental Impact Assessment statements for plans and programmes. 
The main staff of the SCEE fulfils the following tasks: 
• Discusses EIA statements and the documents attached to them, and the EIA procedure, and 
reviews submitted written opinions; 
• discusses reports on assessment of environmental damages and the documents attached to them, 
and reviews submitted written opinions; 
• discusses programmes for bringing the activity of the privatised entity into compliance with the 
environmental legislation; 
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The IACEE of the SCEE fulfils the following tasks: 
• reviews, assesses and proposes for approval terms of reference, feasibility studies, tender 
documents, technical and technological solutions, project implementation stages, design 
documents at each stage of the programme to remove environmental damage, and the results 
from work commissioned to eliminate environmental damage; 
• observes the procedures under the Public Procurement Act conducted by the program 
implementing authority; 
• under orders by the Minister, conducts on-site control of activities under the programme to 
remove environmental damage; 
• proposes for approval six-month progress reports on the programmes to eliminate past 
environmental damage. 
The Inter-Agency Committee at the SCEE reviews terms of references for Environmental Impact 
Assessment of plans and programmes, and the submitted documents. 
The SCEE of the MoEW, with its main and specialised staff, comprises co-chair persons – deputy 
ministers of the MoEW, a secretary, and members. 
The permanent members of the IACEE are MoEW representatives, one representative of the 
respective RIEW, MoF, PPCA, MoE, MoAF (including the National Forestry Board), and of the 
MoRDPW (including the National Construction Control Directorate). 
The permanent members of the IAC are MoEW representatives, one representative of the 
MoRDPW, MoH, MoAF, registered EIA experts and/or specialists on plans and programmes. 
The additional members of the main staff of the SCEE are representatives of the RIEW and of 
affected municipalities and mayors’ offices, representatives of the BAS, of scientific institutes, and 
of non-governmental nature conservation organisations. 
The additional IACEE members are determined according to the specifics of the documents under 
consideration. 
The Regional Councils of Environmental Experts (RCEE) are specialized authorities of the RIEWs, 
directly subordinated to the RIEW Directors. Their members are full-time officials of the RIEWs, 
representatives of the regional units of the MoRDPW, MoH, MoAF, and the municipalities. 
The RIEW controls the implementation of the decisions of the EIA council of experts and submits 
the results to the MoEW. The MoEW maintains a registry of EIA decisions by the competent 
authorities – the SCEE or the RCEE. 
Working Group 22 “Environment” – To improve the dialogue with the EU institutions, a 
Coordination Council for Preparation of Bulgaria for Accession to the European Council was 
established at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Thirty working groups were established under this 
council. The Ministry of Environment and Water is the leading agency in Working Group 22 
“Environment”, and it involved representatives of various ministries and agencies, including non-
governmental organizations concerned with the issues of the “Environment” area. The objectives 
of Working Group 22 are: 
• Draws up and approves the draft position for negotiations on the Environment sector;  
• Discusses new drafts of regulations based on the acquis communitaire;  
• Conducts constant comparison of the membership requirements arising from the acquis 
communitaire of the European Union and from the latest regular report of the European 
Commission on Bulgaria’s progress;  
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• When preparing draft negotiation positions, advises the representatives of the economic and of 
the social partners and of civil society on issues within its competence;  
• Discusses inter-sectoral issues to harmonise the efforts of the different working groups;  
• Analyses the country’s priorities in the Environment sector, which is the basis for the drawing 
up of a motivated proposal for specific activities in the National Programme for Adoption of the 
Acquis Communitaire. 
 
An Inter-Agency Committee of Experts on Plant Protection Preparations was created to 
coordinate the work related to pesticides. This Inter-Agency Committee of Experts was created with 
an order by the Minister of Environment and Water and by the Minister of Agriculture and 
Forestry, pursuant to Decision 11/16.01.1996 of the Council of Ministers, and to the Rules for the 
Activities of the Council for Regional Policy, Transboundary Infrastructure Systems and Local 
Authorities to resolve the problems of collection, packaging, loading and unloading, transporting, 
guarding, and destruction of prohibited, obsolete and unusable plant protection preparations. The 
Inter-Agency Committee is lead by a chair person. When implementing the tasks of collection, 
storage and destruction of prohibited, obsolete and unusable pesticides, the Chairman may involve 
additional experts, other than the ones who are permanent members of the Committee. 
 
The Inter-Agency Committee of Experts on Plant Protection Preparations has the following 
objectives: 
• Make an informed national-level assessment of the state of pesticide storage facilities; 
• Update the regulations dealing with the issues of collection, packaging, loading and unloading, 
transport, guarding, and destruction of prohibited, obsolete and unusable plant protection 
preparations; 
• Review regional and national-level proposals and drafts and propose them for financing to the 
Environmental Activity Management Enterprise at the MoEW, or to the MoAF’s target funds; 
• continue studies involving Bulgarian or foreign companies and organisations in the searching of 
environmentally sound ways to destroy the unusable pesticides. 
• ensure financing by updating the calculations and the draft budget of the MoAF for each 
subsequent year should provide the necessary financing until the problem is resolved; 
• control the expending of funds for collection, loading and unloading, transport, guarding and 
destruction of prohibited, unusable and obsolete plant protection preparations. 
7.3. Description of the mechanisms for use of NGO contributions 
Concerning the management of chemicals, there is a small number of non-governmental 
organizations whose main activity involves chemicals.  
The Bulgarian Chamber of Chemical Industry is the trade organisation contributing most for 
treatment and improvement of the regulations on management of chemicals. Its representatives have 
participated in the working groups, meetings and seminars for the drafting of the Law on Protection 
against the Harmful Impact of Chemical Substances and Preparations, and its regulations. 
Representatives of the chamber participate in the discussions of some drafts presented in Table 
10C. On the other hand, the MoEW, MoH, and the Civil Protection State Agency participated by 
providing competent assistance and cooperation for the development of the report from the 
evaluation of the effect of the White Paper for management of chemicals. Working on projects 
financed by the EU through CEFIC, the Bulgarian Chamber of Chemical Industry prepared 
framework agreements with the Civil Protection State Agency and with the NSFES for the 
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construction in Bulgaria of a System for Information Management in the Event of Transport 
Accidents Involving Chemical Substances. 
Some scientific research centres and research laboratories are trying to assess the environmental 
impact of chemicals, and develop methodologies for analysis of chemical substances.  
NGOs and public representatives may participate, while the municipal authorities must invite them 
in the activities to draft public environmental programmes, and to draft sub programmes on waste 
management, atmospheric air quality improvement, water quality, and impact of chemical 
substances, etc. It is the practice of the Commission on Environment at the National Assembly of 
Bulgaria to involve NGO representatives in its negotiations during the reviewing of legislative 
drafts. 
Bulgaria’s non-governmental organizations has their structures that provide information and warn 
the governmental institutions about violations concerning the storage of chemicals; improper 
handling causing increases in the harmful emissions of chemical substances into the atmosphere, 
water and soils, and in the generation and destruction of chemical waste. 
This allows prompt and adequate decision-making response on the part of the state, inspections by 
the control authorities, sanctions, etc. The exchange of information between governmental and non-
governmental authorities is particularly beneficial in the gradual organising of adequate 
management of chemicals during their life-cycle. 
To implement Bulgaria’s commitments to the Stockholm Convention, the Minister of Environment 
and Water ordered the creation of a National Steering Committee to develop and adopt a National 
Action Plan for Management of Persistent Organic Pollutants, as required by the Stockholm 
Convention. It comprises representatives of the following governmental and non-governmental 
organizations: MoEW, MoE, MoLSP, MoF, MoH, MoTC, NCHMEN, NPPS, NSVM, MoAF, the 
Civil Protection State Agency, BCC, BCCI, BAS, FU, UCT, the Eco-Association “For the Earth”, 
and the “Protect the Women” Association. 
7.4. Comments and Analyses 
The management of chemicals is one of the environmental management sectors that have become 
subject to regulation during the recent years. Many laws and regulations have been published to 
regulate the obligations of various agencies concerning: 
♦ law enforcement, including through inspections, monitoring of the markets, border control, risk 
assessment, etc.; 
♦ industrial emergencies – compliance control of industries; 
♦ waste containing polychlorinated biphenyls and triphenyls; 
♦ Hazardous waste 
♦ past pollution with waste, including obsolete pesticides; 
♦ issuance of integrated pollution prevention and control permits; 
♦ building of systems for response to emergencies involving chemical substances 
♦ control of compliance with the requirements for experiments involving animals. 
It is crucial for the proper management of chemicals that constant on-line exchange of information 
should be established between experts in the state, industrial and non-governmental sectors. Such 
exchange will improve the coordination and will unify their efforts of the institutions. 
The development of long-term programmes for training of state and regional level personnel in 
management of chemicals will result in the development of the capacities of the state and municipal 
authorities to implement and enforce the environmental legislation in this area. 
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CHAPTER 8 – ACCESS TO INFORMATION AND ITS USE 
8.1. Access to Available Data about the Management of Chemicals 
The collection, processing, analysis, summarizing and storage of environmental information are 
regulated by the Environmental Protection Act, the Statistics Act, the Access to Public Information 
Act, the Waste Management Act, the Law on Protection against Harmful Impact of Chemicals, and 
Preparations, and the relevant secondary legislation, as well as the rules for the organisation and 
activities of the institutions specified in Chapter 5 of the Inter-Agency Commissions indicated in 
Chapter 7. Various agencies manage various groups of chemical substances. 
Life-cycle management of chemical substances requires information about each stage of the 
existence of the substances. 
Table 8A presents data about the information available in Bulgaria about management of chemicals, 
and the agencies keeping this available information. 
 
Table 8A – Quality and quantity of the available information 
The data is required for: Plant protection 
chemicals 
Industrial chemicals 
for professional use 
Industrial 
chemicals for 
widespread use 
Hazardous waste 
Setting of priorities X  
MoAF 
MoH 
Civil Protection 
X  
NIS 
X 
NIS 
X 
EEA, NIS 
Human health risk assessment 
and environmental risk 
assessment  
X 
MoAF 
MoEW,MoH 
X 
MoEW 
MoH 
X 
MoEW 
MoH 
X 
MoEW 
MoH 
Categorization 
labelling 
X X  
 
X  
 
X  
 
Registration X X X X 
Licensing X 
MoAF 
X X X  
MoEW 
Issuing of permits X 
MoAF 
X 
MoEW 
X 
MoH 
X  
MoEW 
Risk reduction solutions X 
MoEW, MoH, 
MoAF 
X 
 
X 
 
X 
MoEW, MoH 
Preparation for accident 
prevention/response 
X 
MoEW 
Civil Protection  
MoLSP,PCPPCEC 
X 
MoEW 
Civil Protection 
NSFES ,MoLSP 
PCPPCEC 
X 
MoEW 
Civil Protection 
NSFES,MoLSP 
PCPPCEC 
X 
MoEW 
Civil Protection 
NSFES,PCPPCE
C 
Prevention of poisoning X 
MoAF 
MoH 
MoEW 
X 
MoH 
MoEW 
Civil Protection 
X 
MoH 
MoEW 
Civil Protection 
X 
MoH 
MoEW 
Civil Protection 
Inventory of emissions  X 
NIS,EEA 
 X 
MoH, MoEW 
Inspections and audits 
(environment/health) 
X  
MoAF,MoH, MoEW 
X 
MoH, MoEW, MoLSP 
X 
MoH, MoEW 
X 
MoH, MoEW 
Provision of information to 
employees 
X 
 
X 
 
X 
 
X 
 
Provision of information to the 
public 
X X X  
 
X 
Note: “X” signifies existing and available information  
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Centralised information about the production, import, and export of chemical substances and a list 
of the main manufacturers are kept at the NIS. The information is collected at certain levels and for 
certain purposes. 
The EEA creates and maintains a system of environmental cadastral surveys that includes waste and 
hazardous substances; polluted lands; emissions of harmful substances; emissions of unintentionally 
manufactured POPs – dioxins, furans, polychlorinated biphenyls, hexachlor- benzene, and 
polyaromatic hydrocarbons. 
The EEA collects processes and maintains information about hazardous waste in Bulgaria. With 
respect to POPs, information is collected about the obsolete and out-of-date pesticides in storage 
and in BB cubes. Consistent with the new legislation, the EEA will collect information also about 
PCB containing transformer and capacitor oils and about the equipment containing these oils. 
The EEA collects, processes, and maintains information about the concentrations of pollutants in 
some environmental media such as surface and ground water, vegetation, and soil. Consistent with 
the Stockholm Convention, this type of data is collected also for pesticides, PCBs, HCB, PAHs. 
The MoH issues sanitary permits for importing of plant protection chemicals and chemicals. 
8.2. The location of the national data 
The NIS processes and classifies information at the national level. The statistical studies are 
conducted in keeping with plans and programmes approved annually by the National Assembly. 
These plans and programmes define the parameters which the NIS is authorised to request from the 
companies. NIS organised studies follow case-specific rules and requirements: which are based on 
economic theory, objective economic laws and processes, definitions of parameters, and statistical 
methods. Besides direct processing of primary statistics, the information about Bulgaria requires 
also reviewing and evaluation of the scope and uniformity of the units of this statistical information 
(if required for setting of national-level parameters). 
The Statistics Act stipulates that all citizens have a right to access to statistical information which is 
not confidential according to the Statistics Act or is not confidential according to the Access to 
Public Information Act. This means: first, that the National Institute of Statistics does not distribute 
individual data – data concerning natural or legal persons requesting information; second, that if 
monopoly in production has made certain data individual, the distribution of such data is not 
allowed. The Information Bureau Department is well aware of these rules and has the right and 
obligation to disseminate statistical information in observation of the above requirement. Data 
published by entities for their own purposes are not confidential, even if the data contains digital 
data; as is the case with the annual accounting balances. 
The MoEW issues permits for importing of waste and hazardous substances. 
The NIS collects information also about the emissions of harmful substances in the atmospheric air, 
jointly with the EEA. 
The MoEW submits daily bulletins to the Civil Protection State Agency on the state of the 
environment. The Civil Protection State Agency at the Council of Ministers maintains an 
information system about accidents involving chemical substances registered in Bulgaria, including 
those causing environmental pollution.  
Concerning the data about emissions into the atmospheric air, Table 8B presents their location, 
although no registry of transfers exists in Bulgaria. 
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Occupational diseases are notified, studied, confirmed and registered according to the Regulation 
on Notification, Registering, Confirming, Appealing against, and Recording of Occupational 
Diseases. The NCHMEN creates and maintains personal registries of those with occupational 
diseases, and a national system of information about occupational diseases. 
The data about the production of chemicals presented in Chapter 2 are submitted by the NIS. POPs 
related data presented in the National Profile for Management of Chemicals in Bulgaria were 
collected from the inventory made by the BSECEE, following verification and comparison with the 
data from the EEPA, the Civil Protection State Agency, and the MAF. The final inventory data 
were adopted by the National Steering Committee and presented in Chapter 2 and in the National 
Action Plan for Management of Persistent Organic Pollutants. 
A database of manufactured, imported and exported quantities of chemicals for 1998 and 1999 can 
be found at the Ministry of Environment and Water, in the registry of chemicals. The data in the 
registry are submitted by the NIS and by the Customs Chief Directorate. 
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Table 8B – The location of the national data 
Type of data Location Source Access allowed to Access provided by Format 
Manufacturing statistics NIS Regular statistical studies and 
specially prepared outputs 
All Bulgarian citizens unless the data is 
confidential according to the Statistics Act and 
to the Protection of Classified Information 
Act.  
The Information Bureau 
Department 
*P 
**TC 
***INTERNET 
Import statistics and 
export statistics 
NIS 
MTT 
Customs Chief 
Directorate 
Foreign trade statistics based 
on customs statistics 
All Bulgarian citizens, unless the data is 
confidential according to the Statistics Act. 
The Information Bureau 
Department 
 P, TC  
INTERNET 
Statistics about the use 
of chemical substances 
NIS 
IHE 
Partial data from agricultural 
statistics and from national 
balance of materials  
All Bulgarian citizens, unless the data is 
confidential according to the Statistics Act. 
The Information Bureau 
Department 
P ,TC 
INTERNET 
Registry of 
manufacturers 
NIS the BULSTAT registry All Bulgarian citizens, unless the data is 
confidential according to the Statistics Act. 
The Information Bureau 
Department 
P, TC 
INTERNET 
Reports on industrial 
accidents 
Civil Protection 
MoEW 
Municipalities 
Industries 
MoI 
Civil Protection, IHE, RIEW 
Municipalities 
Civil Protection 
The State Administration 
MLSP 
Civil Protection 
Municipalities 
Ministries 
citizens 
Fax 
e-mail 
Reports on transport 
accidents 
Civil Protection 
МoТC; MoEW 
the Traffic 
Police 
the Traffic Police 
PCPPCEC 
Municipalities 
Civil Protection 
The State Administration 
RIEW 
Civil Protection 
MoI 
P 
Data about occupational 
diseases of agricultural 
workers 
NCHMEN  
 
NROD 1) NIS, NII, MoH, MoLSP 
2) OMO, branches of the NHIF and each 
individual citizen for themselves, according to 
the Statistics Act and the Personal Data 
Protection Act 
 
1) through the formal channels 
2) From the Director of the 
NCHMEN 
 
P 
TC 
Data about the health of 
industrial workers 
NIS RHC and the Occupational 
Medicine Office 
NIS, NII, MoH, MoLSP Through the formal channels P 
NCHMEN 
 
NROD 
 
Data about occupational 
health of industrial 
workers   
1) NIS, NII, MoH, MoLSP 
2) OMO, branches of the NHIF and each 
individual citizen for themselves, according to 
the Statistics Act and the Personal Data 
Protection Act 
1) Through the formal channels 
2) From the Director of the 
NCHMEN 
P, TC 
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Type of data Location Source Access allowed to Access provided by Format 
Statistical data about 
poisoning 
MPATH 
Pirogov  
MPATH and other medical 
treatment establishments in 
Bulgaria 
 
NIS, NII, MoH, MoLSP Through the formal channels P ,TC 
Occupational poisoning 
statistics 
NCHMEN NROD 1) NIS, NII, MoH, MoLSP 
2) OMO, branches of the NHIF and each 
individual citizen for themselves, according to 
the Statistics Act and the Personal Data 
Protection Act 
1) Through the formal channels 
2) From the Director of the 
NCHMEN 
P, TC 
Emissions into the 
atmospheric air and a 
registry of transfers 
MoEW-EEPA 
IHE 
RIEW Public access Through the formal channels P, TC 
Hazardous waste data MoEW-EEPA 
Civil Protection 
RIEW 
Territorial authorities of the 
Civil Protection State Agency 
Public access Public access P ,TC 
Registration of pesticides MoAF 
 
MoAF 
NNPS 
MoI 
Civil Protection 
MH, MOEW 
Through the formal channels  
Registration of 
hazardous chemical 
substances 
MoH 
MoEW 
MoTC 
Customs Chief Directorate; 
MoF 
manufacturers 
RIEW 
MoI 
Civil Protection 
MoH, MoEW 
Through the formal channels  
Inventory of existing 
chemical substances 
MoEW 
(partially) 
NIS None None TC 
Registry of imports Customs 
MoEW 
MoTC, MoF 
MoH 
Documented permits State authorities From relevant agencies P, TC 
Registry of 
manufacturers 
NIS 
MOEW 
(partially) 
Manufacturing companies None None TC 
 
Note: The abbreviations in the format column are as follows: *P – paper; **TC – technical carrier; ***INTERNET – possible where financing and equipment are provided; The 
abbreviations of the state organisations are included in the Glossary of Abbreviations in Annex 1. 
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The registry contains information about 600 chemicals used in any of the above activities. The 
registry comprises 4 information groups: Identifiers, Manufacturing, Use, and Catalogue of 
Companies. The Identifiers group includes the following data: name of the chemical substance or 
preparation, and formulae, in RTF and plain text formats, CAS No., EINECS No., UN Code, 
Customs Tariff Number, Number under the National Sector Classification, Hazchem Category, 
ELINCS No., risk phrases (R) and safety phrases (S). The Manufacturing information group 
includes information about the trade name of the substance or preparation, manufactured quantities 
(kg) for the respective year, imported quantity (kg) for the respective year, exported quantity (kg) 
for the respective year, and data about companies that have conducted one or more of the indicated 
activities. The Use group registers data about use in industries and by the consumers by company, 
year and quantity in kg. The Catalogue of Companies group registers data about companies who 
manufacture, import, export or use chemical substances. 
The MoEW possesses a registry of chemical substances allowing possibilities to search for 
information under the EINECS and ELINCS lists and Annex 1 of the Regulation on the Procedures 
and Manner of Categorising, Packaging and Labelling of Existing and New Chemical Substances, 
Preparations and Products. The registry contains technical information and names for 
approximately 120000 chemical substances. 
Other governmental agencies possess their own systems for collection and storage of data related to 
their activity: health-care, agriculture, energy, transport, defence etc. The NNPS publishes annual 
lists of plant protection chemicals and fertilizers, and their active substances that are allowed for 
use. The MoH publishes annual lists of preparations for disinfection, insect control, and pest control 
allowed for use.  
The implementation of the Regulation on the Conditions and Procedures for Issuance of Permits for 
Construction and Operation of New and Operation of Existing Enterprises and Facilities where a 
System for Prevention of Large Disasters Involving Hazardous Substances or Elimination of their 
Consequences has resulted in a registry of industries at the MOEW including data about the types 
and quantities of hazardous substances and preparations. 
The MoEW has obtained data about the ozone depleting substances from the implementation of 
Bulgaria’s commitments under the Montreal Protocol. 
The Law on Protection against the Harmful Impact of Chemical Substances and Preparations and its 
regulations introduced the European Classification of Chemicals and have started the Information 
System at the Ministry of Environment and Water. 
The liquid fuels, lubricating oils, and coal are subject to registration when imported (until the end of 
2003).  
Access to data about industrial accidents is allowed also at municipal and regional levels. The 
access to data may be limited depending on the type of accident, if it represents investigation secret. 
8.3. Procedures for collection and distribution of national data 
The Environment Protection Act defines the public relations for collection and access to 
environmental information. According to the Statistics Act, manufacturers are required to provide 
data about quantities of manufactured chemical substances, and their quality parameters and 
purpose (use ore trading). The collected data extend to the entire life cycle of the substances, 
including the pollutants emitted during their production. The Environment Protection Act specifies 
the manner of access to information and defines the introduction of EIA procedures. Compulsory 
EIA is carried out on investment proposals for construction and for activities and technologies 
listed in Annex 1 of the EPA, and the authorities competent in EIA are the MoEW or RIEW. 
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Human-health impact data are collected by various branches of the MoH. The MoH collects 
centralized data, analyses the health status to identify the preventive action priorities of the Hygiene 
and Epidemiology Service. The IHE organises preventive medical check-ups, collects, and analyses 
the health-status data of employees. The NCHMEN conducts experiments on test animals to study 
the impact of chemical substances, carries out studies of employees, assesses human health risks, 
and analyses the data. The Occupational Disease Clinic carries out diagnostic surveys and treatment 
of occupational diseases, including those caused by chemicals. 
In implementing the Law on Protection against the Harmful Impacts of Chemical Substances and  
Preparations, the MoH will carry out health-risk assessments for new chemicals. 
The labour safety authorities in various sectors have developed work-place safety instructions that 
include information about the hazardous chemical substances used by the workers, safety measures, 
etc. 
Environmental data is collected by the MoEW (national level) and the RIEW (regional level). 
Collecting and disseminating environmental information is among the priorities of the MoEW. The 
traditional annual bulletin about the state of the environment in Bulgaria contains systematically 
arranged and summarized environmental information. It is made jointly by the MoEW and EEA, 
using data from the IHE, NIS, NCHMEN, etc.  
The MoEW maintains a web-page with up-to-date information, adopted programs, activities 
conducted in relation to the EU integration, international cooperation, etc. 
The data about chemical substances in their various life-cycle stages are collected by the MoEW, 
MoH, MoAF, the Civil Protection State Agency, MoI, and MoLSP. 
Access to information is allowed mostly to the governmental authorities following official 
agreement and permission, with exact definition of the type and scope of information. The business 
and company information-protection procedure is described and provided for in the Statistics Act.  
Citizens may receive information on hazardous chemical substances from the web page of the 
MoEW. In some cases, information reaches the citizens through the media or by way of specialized 
information offices in each agency. These are, for example: the information offices at the ministries, 
the Information Bureau at the NIS, etc. Access to this information is allowed to all citizens if the 
data is not confidential by the definition of the Statistics Act. 
8.4. Access to the available foreign literature 
Information about the management of each life-cycle stage of substances in Bulgaria exists in the 
literature. As is the case with individual functions and responsibilities of the agencies and 
institutions, summarised in Chapter 5, the literature is present in various ministries and 
organisations. 
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Table 8C – Available foreign literature 
Literature Location Access allowed to Access provided 
by 
Documents containing environmental health 
criteria (HO) 
MoEW 
MoH 
all citizens MoEW 
MoH 
INTERNET 
Health and safety guidelines (WHO) MoH all citizens MoH 
INTERNET 
Information cards on international chemical 
safety (IPCS/EC) 
MoEW 
MoH 
all citizens MoEW 
MoH,INTERNET 
Guidelines on PIC chemical substances 
(FAO/UNEP) 
MoAF 
MoH 
Officials of:  
MoAF,MoH 
MoAF 
MoH 
FAO/WHO Information forms about pesticide 
related safety 
MoH 
MoAF 
Officials of:  
MoH,MoAF 
MoAF 
MoH,INTERNET 
Documents from joint meetings of FAO/WHO MoH 
MoAF 
Officials of:  
MoH,MoAF 
MoAF 
MoH,INTERNET 
Safety data sheet for the chemical substances 
(industry) 
MoEW, Civil 
Protection 
MoLSP,MoH 
Officials of the 
industries 
Civil Protection SA 
MH 
INTERNET 
Principles of good laboratory practices Bulgarian 
Accreditation Service 
NIMS 
all citizens The Bulgarian 
Accreditation 
Service 
Principles of good manufacturing practices Bulgarian 
Accreditation Service 
 
all citizens The Bulgarian 
Accreditation 
Service 
Global environmental library network of the 
WHO/UNEP 
MoEW all citizens INTERNET 
The Stockholm Convention and related 
documents 
GEF, FAO, UNITAR, 
UNEP, IFCS, MOEW 
Free access INTERNET 
 
The libraries of higher education facilities, academies, scientific institutes, etc. possess technical, 
legal and economic literature on chemical substances. The respective organisations regulate the 
access to this literature but there is no database accessible to all who are interested. 
8.5. Available international databases  
The international databases related to the management of chemical substances are indicated in 
Table 8D. During the recent years, the Internet has allowed for the use of various databases on 
hazardous chemical substances.  
In 1998, EEA has become involved in the EIONET project of the European Environmental Agency, 
aimed to provide program and technical means for preparation, maintenance, and exchange of 
information with EU countries. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Table 8D – International databases and the possibilities for their use 
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Data base Location Access 
allowed to 
Access provided by 
IRPTC- International Registry of Potential Toxic 
Substances, UNEP 
MoEW 
NCHMEN 
 Through the formal 
channels 
ILO CIS MoLSP  Through the formal 
channels 
IPCS INTOX MoH  Through the formal 
channels 
Database of the American Chemical Substances 
Service 
Civil Protection 
 
 Through the formal 
channels 
Global Information Network on Chemicals 
(GINC) 
on-line 
GINC 
 Through the formal 
channels 
STN databases no   
Databases from other countries Canada-transport centre  Through the formal 
channels 
www.MerckIndex.CambridgeSoft. com On-line Everyone On-line 
www.pops.int On-line Everyone On-line 
www.fao.org On-line Everyone On-line 
www.gcpf.org On-line Everyone On-line 
www.helkom.fi/pollution/hazardous.html On-line Everyone On-line 
www.pesticideinfo.org On-line Everyone On-line 
www.pan-uk.org On-line Everyone On-line 
www.basel.int/meetings/sbc/workdoc/techpcb.htm On-line Everyone On-line 
www.chemicals.unep.ch On-line Everyone On-line 
www.chem.unep.chpops On-line Everyone On-line 
 
Public access to information is provided online, and specialized information required for expert 
studies can be obtained through the official channels. 
8.6. National information exchange systems 
No uniform national system for exchange of chemicals-related information exists in Bulgaria. No 
creation of such as system has been envisioned so far. 
Chapters 9 and 12 present the steps that would allow constant updating and use of the database of 
chemical substances by users with various levels of access to information. 
8.7. Comments and Analyses 
A national computer system is required for the management of chemical substances in the Republic 
of Bulgaria that will include a database of registers already available at various governmental 
agencies. 
The information about the production, import, and export of chemical substances and a list of the 
main manufacturers are kept at the NIS. The information about imports and exports of chemicals is 
kept at the Customs Chief Directorate. The information about territorial management of chemicals 
is kept at the RIEW and IHE.  
 
 
 
The collection, processing, and distribution of statistical data about chemical substances should be 
adapted to the main objectives of the policy on management of chemicals. The equipment for 
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maintenance of the existing registers and for provision of up-to-date annual information for them 
should be provided. 
Access to information is allowed mostly to the governmental authorities following official 
agreement and permission, with exact determination of the type and scope of information. The 
business and company information-protection procedure is described and provided for in the 
Statistics Act. Information reaches citizens in certain cases through the media or by way of 
specialized information offices in each agency, and also through the non-governmental 
organizations. Access to this information is allowed to all citizens if the data is not confidential 
according to the Statistics Act. 
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CHAPTER 9 – TECHNICAL INFRASTRUCTURE 
9.1. Review of laboratory infrastructure 
A number of laboratories in Bulgaria can become involved in the management of chemical 
substances in the various stages of their life cycle. These laboratories are capable of analysing 
chemical quality during the manufacturing process, analysing and controlling of waste products, 
identifying unknown substances, studying of possible harmful effects, etc. These laboratories 
should be accredited according to Bulgaria’s current legislation. 
The purpose of laboratory accreditation is to ensure trust in the test results, and their recognition 
and practical use. The accreditation process requires proof to an independent competent authority 
by all accredited laboratories of their compliance with the legal requirements for test laboratories. 
In order to raise the trust in accredited test and/or calibration laboratories and unify the 
requirements for laboratories with these of the European Accreditation Organisation, Bulgaria 
introduced in 1993 the European 45000 series standards as Bulgarian standards. Laboratories are 
accredited in keeping with the Bulgarian State Standard ЕN 45001:93 “Common Criteria for the 
Activities of Test Laboratories”. This is a standard, produced especially to give advice to the 
owners of laboratories about important elements of controlling quality in laboratories as well as 
technical prescriptions for proper functioning of testing laboratories. 
The experience, the analysis for accreditation and laboratory practice using the standard 45001, and 
also the consideration of the need to fulfil the ISO 9001 and ISO 9002 requirements were the basis 
for the elaboration and publishing in 1999 of the international standard ISO/IEC 17025. The 
standard was adopted by the European Standards Organisation and was published in March, 2000, 
as EN ISO/IEC 17025:2000.  
The biannual transition period started in 2001 and is the period during which accredited laboratories 
in Bulgaria must move from the Bulgarian State Standard ЕN 45001:1993 to the Bulgarian State 
Standard EN ISO/IEC 17025:2001. The latter contains all requirements that must be met by test and 
calibration laboratories that conform to the criteria of technical competence, efficient and acting 
quality management system, and which can secure professionally proven test results. 
This two-year period must end in August 2003. The general requirements applied in laboratory 
accreditation by the Bulgarian Accreditation Service regarding the BSS EN ISO/IEC 17025:2001 
are: 
• assessment of compliance with management requirements 
• assessment of compliance with the technical requirements 
Decree 270/30.12.1999 of the Council of Ministers establishes an Executive Agency “Bulgarian 
Accreditation Service” (EABAS) at the Ministry of Economy. It is the successor of the former 
Bulgarian Accreditation Service established at the Committee for Standardization and Metrology. 
Over a period of four years, the EABAS has confirmed itself as a national accreditation authority 
and received international recognition. The EABAS has built a national accreditation system that is 
consistent with European practices. The national accreditation authority was accepted as a full 
member of the European Accreditation Organisation (EAO) in 2001. This makes it possible for the 
EABAS to accede to the multilateral agreement of the EAO. Initially, the EABAS applied for 
accession to the multilateral agreement as follows: authorities for certification of quality 
management systems and authorities for certification of personnel. In 2004 the EABAS became a 
member of the multilateral agreement of the European Accreditation Organisation.  
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The EABAS is the only national authority on the accreditation of: 
• test laboratories and calibration laboratories; 
• authorities for certification of products, or personnel and of management systems; 
• authorities for control; 
• environmental inspectors. 
 
The EABAS was established in parallel with the Bulgarian Accreditation Authority which meets 
the international requirements and which has become equal to other accreditation authorities. 
An Accreditation Council was established at the same time and it includes representatives of all 
stakeholders – of the government, impersonated by the Ministry of Economy, the Ministry of 
Environment and Water, the Ministry of Defence, the Ministry of Healthcare, the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Forests, the Ministry of Transport and Communications, the Ministry of Labour 
and Social Policy, the Ministry of Regional Development and Public Works, scientific institutions 
represented by members of the Council of Deans of Higher Education Facilities, of public 
organisations expressing the interests of the public, such as user associations, the Bulgarian 
Chamber of Commerce, the Bulgarian Chamber of Commerce and Industry, the Union of 
Employers, the Union of Quality Specialists, the Club 9000 Association, etc. 
The accreditation council is an advisory body acting as an objective corrective agent, a generator of 
ideas, and a participant in the processes related to accreditation in Bulgaria. The activities of the 
above authorities are based on the following relationships between individual activities: 
 
- Every user must be able to purchase products and services of proven quality as defined in the 
regulations – most frequently standards; 
- Every supplier/manufacturer, distributor, and trader must be able to prove the quality of 
products or services by means of a document – a certificate of conformity with certain 
requirements. 
- The certificate is issued prior to releasing the product/service on the market, by an individual 
party – a certifying entity whose competence and impartiality are trusted by the user and by the 
supplier. 
- The trust in the independence and competence of the certifying entities is gained with the proof 
of accreditation issued by an accreditation authority whose competence and powers are trusted 
by all parties. The accreditation authority certifies these qualities on the: 
⇒ Domestic market by being recognised by the state as a national authority 
⇒ International market by international, and on the European market by European, 
accreditation. Presently, the EABAS has been recognised as the national accreditation 
authority in the Republic of Bulgaria. 
The new approach of the European Union, to which Bulgaria is expected to become a member in 
2007, has split certification of products in two: 
- Compulsory – evaluation of product compliance with the safety requirements as provided for in 
the legislation. These products form the so-called legally regulated area requiring assessment of 
safety compliance. It is a priority of the state and provides safety for the life and health of 
humans and animals, and for environmental conservation. 
- Voluntary – certification in the so-called legally unregulated area where compliance 
assessment is voluntary carried out by the supplier for certain properties of the products defined 
in standards or in other regulations. 
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One significant contribution is the mutual international recognition of the product assessment. 
This is done through the existing European and international organizations that provide uniform 
criteria for the national accreditation and certification authorities. Every authority must prove 
compliance with those uniform criteria, as a result of which its documents become internationally 
recognised. Such organizations are the European Accreditation Agency, the European Testing and 
Certification Agency, etc. 
The last stage of the product quality assurance system is market supervision carried out once the 
product is released on the market. This stage can be implemented by private legal entities which 
have not participated in quality assessment prior to the releasing on the market, or by state 
institutions – the User Protection Committee at the Ministry of Economy operates in Bulgaria. 
Safety or quality compliance assessment is based on product testing in accredited laboratories and 
building of a quality system by the manufacturer, consistent with the ISO 9000 standard. The 
quality management system focuses on the assessment of compliance with some quality standards 
but should not assess the adequacy of the system of the organisation, nor of its technology. Quality 
management systems achieve consistent quality of produce and, therefore, customer trust. The 
establishment of quality systems in accredited laboratories is the same case, but the new BSS ЕN 
ISO/IEC 17025:2001 makes compliance requirements not only with regard to the quality system, 
but also to the technical knowledge and competence of the staff, adequacy of the chosen model and 
the technical means for its implementation. In particular, the laboratories should use measurement 
instruments that are calibrated and are adequately and regularly maintained in keeping with the 
national legislation. 
Another requirement for accredited laboratories, not reflected in quality systems, is the need for 
supervision of their development through an objective method of inter-laboratory comparisons 
(fitness testing). 
The users of test results are interested both in the laboratory’s capability to carry out quality related 
work (quality system) and in its technical competence (capability to achieve technical results). 
For these reasons national or international accreditation of laboratories is the best way to secure the 
necessary trust in the validity of laboratory testing results. 
International standards ISO series 14000 define rules concerning an environmental management 
system. They also have the same importance about the management of environment protection as 
does the ISO 9000 regarding quality management.  
Health and safe working conditions under OHSAS 18001 are of ever increasing importance to the 
industry. This standard helps manage risks related to the activities of the organisation. The system 
includes the structure of the organisation, the planning activities, responsibilities, practices, 
procedures, processes and resources for development, introduction, achieving, reviewing and 
maintenance of the policy of the organisation regarding healthy and safe working conditions. 
The introduction of the Quality Management System – QMS (ISO 9000), the Environmental 
Management System – EMS (ISO 14000), and the Occupational Health and Safety System 
(OHSAS 18001) requires the documents to be structured so that “quality”, “ecology”, and 
“occupational” should form a unity which should be the basis of their further development. 
The building up of an integrated management system (according to ISO 9001 and ISO 14001 and 
OHSAS 18001) results in the creation of a more detailed matrix of comparing and approximating 
their requirements. 
Standards of ISO 14000 and OHSAS 18001 are applicable both to production enterprises and for 
organisations in the field of services, in state-owned and private sectors. They show what an 
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organisation should do to manage the environmental impacts of their own activity, and the 
working conditions, but do not specify how. 
The implementation of standards series ISO 14000 is expected to establish the legal framework for 
an international method for assessment of environmental protection, notification about the origin of 
raw materials and waste recycling, environmental restoration, etc. 
9.1.1. Good manufacturing practice (GMP) 
The guidelines about good manufacturing practices (GMP) are a special case of the quality 
assurance system. 
The good manufacturing practice (GMP) is a system of rules for production and quality control of 
pharmaceuticals aimed to ensure their efficiency, safety and quality. Meeting this objective is the 
responsibility of the manufacturer and an obligation of the officials from all departments and at all 
levels in the company, and of its suppliers and distributors. To meet this objective, the manufacturer 
must have a well and adequately developed quality assurance system which includes the 
requirements of good manufacturing practice, and the necessary adequate quality controls. The 
system should be fully documented and its efficiency should be controlled. All parts of the quality 
assurance system must have the necessary competent and sufficient staff, as well as adequate and 
sufficient premises and equipment. The GMP requirements are created in keeping with the 
internationally adopted standard ISO 9000. 
The implementation of good manufacturing practices in the pharmaceuticals manufacturing 
industry is related to the contemporary requirements for trading in medicines. The international 
organizations trading in medicines require more frequently preliminary inspections by the 
manufacturers of the introduction and compliance with the GMP requirements. 
GMP requirements in Bulgaria for pharmaceuticals manufacturing industry are related with 
Directive 91/356/ЕЕС. They were made compulsory with Regulation No 12/26.03.2001 of the 
Ministry of Healthcare on the solidification of Good Manufacturing Practices for Production of 
Medicines, promulgated in the State Gazette SG 47/2001. This regulation was issued pursuant to 
paragraph 11, item 2 of the Human Pharmaceuticals and Pharmacies Act. 
The GMP guidelines are the leading principles that underlie the adaptation to specific conditions for 
manufacturing and control of various products and medicines. Pharmaceuticals should be 
manufactured by licensed companies. By adhering to GMP recommendations, the manufacturer 
must ensure efficiency, safety and conformity to the specifications of medicines, as declared at the 
time of registration. Establishing a good manufacturing practice requires on-site inspection by the 
Executive Agency for Medicines at the Ministry of Health. At present, there is a good 
manufacturing practice in Bulgaria in the companies Unifarm JSC, Balkanpharma –Dupnitsa JSC, 
NIHFI, Balkanpharma-Troyan JSC, Lavena JSC Shumen, Phtaloderma, Chaikapharma. Sopharma, 
Vitapharma etc. are introducing good manufacturing practices. 
Implementation of GMP is coming for perfume and cosmetics industry with accepting a New 
Health Low and adoption of Regulation 26 for cosmetic products requirements. These rules will be 
on national level, because has not relation with European acts. 
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9.1.2. Good laboratory practice (GLP) 
One important element of laboratory work is the organising of mutual recognition of laboratory 
studies, which is the basis of mutual recognition of quality and is a powerful tool for expansion of 
international trade.  
Chemicals related risk assessment is particularly important for laboratory operations. This has 
caused the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) to adopt good 
laboratory practice rules by means of its special Group of Experts. In 1983 GLP rules were adopted 
also by the Council for Mutual Recognition of Data. GLP rules are a part of Directive 2004/10/EC 
about applying of GLP and verification for testing of chemicals and Directive 2004/9/EC about 
inspection and verification of GLP. The Regulation on the Principles, Inspection and Certification 
of Good Laboratory Practice was adopted in Bulgaria and published in the State Gazette 
74/24.18.2004. 
GLP rules set out the organisation process and the conditions for planning, conducting, controlling, 
documenting and reporting of laboratory tests. 
A comparison of the basic principles of ISO 9003 and the GLP rules shows that the management 
has the same objectives. In both cases, the management must create a quality assurance programme, 
and provide staff and resources for its implementation. The GLP rules are significantly more 
detailed which is due to the specific objective – provision of rules for physico-chemical analyses of 
certain chemical substances. 
The GLP rules can apply to all chemical substances despite the widespread belief in the 
pharmaceutical community that GLP applies only to laboratories involved in research of medicinal 
substances and forms. Such narrowing of this issue should not be allowed, especially in the light of 
the new approach of quality as a way of life.  
The GLP rules can apply for no clinic tests for safety in follows areas: Pharmaceutical products; 
pesticides, cosmetic products, anesthetics substances, substances for veterinary medicine, food 
supplements, animal supplements and supplements in chemical industry.  
Adapting a laboratory to the rules of good laboratory practice requires additional expenses, most of 
which are required for up-to-date laboratory equipment, creation of calibration systems and 
maintenance of equipment, as well as attaining perfection in the organisation of the work. 
In Bulgarian legislation, EABAS is determinated as competent authority for certification of GLP. 
The Republic of Bulgaria is harmonising its legislation with that of the EU through the creation of 
the EABAS, which has accredited laboratories in Bulgaria since 2003 using the BSS ЕN ISO/IEC 
17025:2001. 
The most serious criticism for laboratory accreditation is that the protocols issued by our accredited 
laboratories are not legitimate for the European market since we are not full members of the 
international agreement as yet. What is more, many accredited laboratories carry out more than one 
activity while, at the same time, there are no accredited laboratories for various types of production. 
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Table 9A – Review of chemical-test laboratories from EABAS   
(Last actualization from EABAS - 31.12.2004 г.) 
 
N NAME LOCATION Available laboratory 
equipment 
Purpose 
 
1. FODDER TESTING LABORATORY 
AT PROVIMI LTD, SOFIA 
BRANCH    
NESEBAR Spectrophotometer  
Atomic adsorption 
spectrometer, gas-
chromatography system  
Fodder and fodder raw 
materials. Raw fibre and 
cellulose. Untreated ash. 
Untreated ash not soluble in 
hydrochloric acid. Urea’s activity 
of soy beans and soy products 
Calcium, Phosphorus, Chloride 
copper, Manganese, Magnesium, 
Sodium, Potash. Infestation by 
insect pests. Vegetable oils and 
animal fats.  
2. ANALYTICAL CHEMISTRY AND 
MICROBIOLOGY TESTING 
LABORATORY 
BULGARIAN ROSE JSC-
KARLOVO 
 “Spekol-11” 
spectrophotometer,  
“Kreis DR-286”  
half-shade polarimeter 
Natural aromatic products – 
ether oils, extraction products 
(resinoids, plant extracts); 
Synthetic aromatic substances 
and isolates; 
Tobacco souses and 
compositions; 
Essential liquids for feeding 
purposes; 
Cosmetic products; 
Household chemicals; 
Raw materials 
Sampling. 
3. TESTING LABORATORY ELCABEL JSC – BURGAS Spectrophotometer, etc. Cables and conductors with PVC 
insulation up to and including 
450/750V; Cables with improved 
behaviour during fire, non-
halogenic. PVC insulated 
communication cables. PE 
insulated communication cables. 
4. ENVIRONMENTAL MEDIA 
ANALYSIS LABORATORY 
ECOCONSULT ENGINEERING 
LTD 
ECOCONSULT 
ENGINEERING LTD  
BOURGAS 
Spectrophotometer, flame 
ionisation detector gas 
chromatograph 
Water; atmospheric air; soil; 
waste in soil, Sampling. 
5. TESTING LABORATORY BULGARIAN ROSE JSC-
KARLOVO 
Gas chromatograph Phillips 
PV-4550, 
Rye Unicam gas 
chromatograph 
Perfumery and cosmetics, and 
raw materials for their 
production, organic and 
inorganic products 
6. CENTRAL TESTING 
LABORATORY OF SOLVEY SODI 
JSC  
SOLVEY SODI JSC Specol 11 Spectrophotometer, 
Photocolormeter KFK-2 
Technical sodium carbonate; 
Sodium bicarbonate; Cooking 
salt; Limestone; Solid fuel (coke, 
coke siftings, coal); Unslaked 
lime; Slaked lime; Drinking 
Water; Water and slime; Soil; 
Technical ammonia water; 
Ammonium disulphide; Sodium 
sulphide – solid; analysis of solid 
products; Emissions – waste 
gases; Fresh and used oils. 
Sampling. 
7. LABORATORY ON 
RADIOECOLOGY AND 
RADIOISOTOPE STUDIES  
SOIL SCIENCES 
INSTITUTE NIKOLA 
PUSHKAROV 
SOFIA 
Spectrophotometer, gas 
chromatography 
Soil, bottom sediments; plants; 
water; food and food products; 
sampling. 
8 LABORATORY AND DIAGNOSTIC 
CONTROL DEPARTMENT 
REGIONAL VETERINARY 
MEDICINE SERVICE, 
GABROVO 
Gas chromatographs and 
spectrophotometers  
Meat and meat products; Milk 
and dairy products; Poultry 
products; Eggs and egg 
products; Fish and fish products; 
Canned food; Drinking water; 
PET flasks 
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N NAME LOCATION Available laboratory 
equipment 
Purpose 
 
9 TESTING CENTRE 
“HYGIHRANTEST” 
NATIONAL CENTRE FOR 
HYGIENE, MEDICAL 
ECOLOGY AND 
NUTRITION – SOFIA; 
Gas chromatographs with FID, 
ECD, NPD and mass detector; 
2 GC systems, 1 HPLC, 1 UV-
VIS Specter Photometer 2 GC 
systems, 1 GC/MS system 1 
HPLC system, IR Specter 
Photometer, UV-VIS Specter 
Photometer 
Food, soil, water, air, chemicals, 
pesticides, POP-pesticides, 
polychlorinated biphenyls, 
hexachlorbenzene 
Cosmetic and customer 
products.  
10 LABORATORY TESTING 
COMPLEX AT THE NATIONAL 
CENTRE FOR CONTAGIOUS AND 
PARASITIC DISEASES 
SOFIA Atomic adsorption 
spectrometer, 
spectrophotometers, gas-
chromatograph  
Testing of disinfectants and 
insecticides  
11 ECOLAB Testing Laboratory at 
DIAL Ltd.  
“DIAL” LTD 
BUHOVO, SOFIA 
Spectrophotometers, gas 
chromatograph 
Water, soil, sludge; construction 
materials and waste; 
technological waste; food made 
of plants, milk and dairy 
products;  atmospheric air  
12 TESTING CENTRE SEIBOLT 
BULGARIA AT SEIBOLT 
BULGARIA LTD 
SEIBOLT BULGARIA LTD 
BURGAS 
Spectrophotometer, Gas 
chromatograph 
Oil. Petrochemicals. 
Petrochemical derivatives.  
13  TESTING LABORATORY 
STARBAT  
MONBAT JSC, 
PRODUCTION FACILITY 
IN MONTANA 
Spectrophotometers  Accumulators, lead batteries and 
starter batteries, lead and zinc 
starter batteries  
Industrial waste water 
14 REGIONAL LABORATORY 
DEPARTMENT IN MONTANA, OF 
LABORATORY TESTING 
DEPARTMENT OF THE 
EXECUTIVE ENVIRONMENTAL 
AGENCY   
REGIONAL 
INSPECTORATE OF 
ENVIRONMENT AND 
WATER IN MONTANA 
 
Spectrophotometers and a gas 
chromatograph 
Atmospheric air – ambient 
quality. Emissions into the 
atmospheric air. Surface, ground 
and waste water 
Soil. Noise. Taking samples from 
the atmospheric air, water and 
soil 
15 REGIONAL LABORATORY 
DEPARTMENT, OF THE 
LABORATORY TESTING 
DEPARTMENT OF THE 
EXECUTIVE ENVIRONMENTAL 
AGENCY   
REGIONAL 
INSPECTORATE OF 
ENVIRONMENT AND 
WATER IN HASKOVO 
Spectrophotometers and a gas 
chromatograph 
Atmospheric air – ambient 
quality. Atmospheric air. Waste 
gases – ambient quality. Waste 
water. Water. Soil. Sampling. 
16 TESTING LABORATORY AT THE 
LABORATORY TESTING 
DIRECTORATE 
EEPA 
SOFIA 
 
 
 
GC systems “Perkin Elmer”, 1 
GC/MS system “Hewlett 
Packard 5890/5972”, 1  
 
 
water, air, soil, waste, 
pesticides, polychlorinated 
biphenyls, hexachlorbenzene 
17 CONTROL AUTHORITY AT THE 
HYGIENE AND EPIDEMIOLOGY 
INSPECTORATE 
IHE-SOFIA 1 GC system “Perkin Elmer”, 1 
UV-VIS Specter Photometer 
“Perkin Elmer”, Thin-layer 
Chromatography kit 
Control of: food, water 
cosmetics and household 
chemical preparations 
physical and chemical 
environmental factors 
18 CONTROL AUTHORITY AT THE 
HYGIENE AND EPIDEMIOLOGY 
INSPECTORATE 
IHE-PLOVDIV 1 GC system “Perkin Elmer” , 
Thin-layer Chromatography kit 
Control of: food, water 
cosmetics, household chemical 
preparations and children’s toys, 
natural and chemical 
environmental factors, 
atmospheric air 
19 A-TYPE CONTROL AUTHORITY 
AT THE HYGIENE AND 
EPIDEMIOLOGY INSPECTORATE  
IHE - STARA ZAGORA Thin-layer Chromatography kit Food, water, pesticides 
occupational environment 
factors: 
Toxic substances in air 
 
20 CONTROL AUTHORITY AT THE 
HYGIENE AND EPIDEMIOLOGY 
INSPECTORATE  
IHE-RUSSE 1 GC system “Perkin Elmer” , 
Thin-layer Chromatography kit 
Control of: food, water 
cosmetics and household 
chemical preparations 
physical and chemical 
environmental factors 
(occupational and domestic) 
atmospheric air. Radiation 
control 
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N NAME LOCATION Available laboratory 
equipment 
Purpose 
 
21 CONTROL AUTHORITY AT THE 
HYGIENE AND EPIDEMIOLOGY 
INSPECTORATE  
IHE-SLIVEN 1 GC system “Perkin Elmer” , 
Thin-layer Chromatography kit 
Control of: food, water 
cosmetics, household chemical 
preparations and children’s toys, 
natural and chemical 
environmental factors, 
atmospheric air 
22 CONTROL AUTHORITY AT THE 
HYGIENE AND EPIDEMIOLOGY 
INSPECTORATE  
IHE-RAZGRAD VIS Specter Photometer Control of: food, water 
cosmetics and household 
chemical preparations 
physical and chemical 
environmental factors 
23 CONTROL AUTHORITY AT THE 
REGIONAL VETERINARY 
MEDICINE SERVICE  
REGIONAL VETERINARY 
MEDICINE SERVICE IN 
VARNA 
1 GC system “Perkin Elmer” , 
Thin-layer Chromatography kit 
Control of: fodder, animal origin 
food and side products of the 
meat industry, veterinary 
medicine control of working 
surfaces, inventory and vessels, 
water  
24 CONTROL AUTHORITY AT THE 
HYGIENE AND EPIDEMIOLOGY 
INSPECTORATE, TOWN OF 
PAZARDZHIK 
IHE-PAZARDZHIK 1 GC system “Perkin Elmer” , 
Thin-layer Chromatography kit 
Control of: food, water 
cosmetics and household 
chemical preparations 
atmospheric air, physical and 
chemical environmental factors 
25 TESTING LABORATORY FOR 
WASTEWATER AND STEAM 
CONDENSATES  
LUKOIL NEFTOCHIM-
BURGAS 
Gas chromatograph, 
Spectrometer 
Water; steam condensates; 
sampling. 
26 REGIONAL LABORATORY 
DEPARTMENT, OF THE 
LABORATORY TESTING 
DEPARTMENT OF THE 
EXECUTIVE ENVIRONMENTAL 
AGENCY   
REGIONAL 
INSPECTORATE OF 
ENVIRONMENT AND 
WATER IN PLOVDIV 
Gas chromatograph, 
Spectrometers 
Water, atmospheric air, 
emissions into the atmospheric 
air, soil and sludge, noise, 
plants. Taking samples from 
water and soil 
27 TESTING LABORATORY AT THE 
REGIONAL INSPECTORATE OF 
ENVIRONMENT AND WATER 
REGIONAL 
INSPECTORATE OF 
ENVIRONMENT AND 
WATER IN BURGAS 
Gas chromatograph, 
Spectrometers 
Water monitoring; air 
monitoring; monitoring of soil, 
sediments, sludge and solid 
waste; radiological monitoring; 
sampling. 
28 A-TYPE CONTROL AUTHORITY 
AT EUROTEST CONTROL JSC 
EUROTEST CONTROL 
JSC IN SOFIA 
Gas chromatograph, 
spectrometers, and 
spectrophotometers 
Coal, natural gas, oil, petroleum 
and petrochemicals. Ores and 
concentrates. Metals and alloys. 
Clay raw materials and goods. 
Water, waste. Cargo control of: 
bulk commodities, transported 
by road and rail; 
Liquid commodities, transported 
by road and rail; 
Packaged commodities, 
transported by road and rail; 
29 ATMOSPHERIC AIR TESTING 
LABORATORY AT ECOEXPERT 6 
LTD 
ECOEXPERT 6 LTD 
VARNA 
Spectrophotometers Emissions into the atmospheric 
air from stationary sources. 
Concentrations of dust, carbon 
oxide, nitric dioxide, nitric oxide, 
sulphur dioxide, oxygen. 
Gas and air flow parameters. 
Speed; pressure, temperature, 
humidity. 
Taking of atmospheric air 
samples. 
30 A-TYPE CONTROL AUTHORITY 
AT THE HYGIENE AND 
EPIDEMIOLOGY INSPECTORATE, 
town of VRATSA 
HYGIENE AND 
EPIDEMIOLOGY 
INSPECTORATE IN 
VRATSA 
1 GC system “Perkin Elmer” , 
Thin-layer Chromatography kit 
Control of: food, water, 
cosmetics and household 
chemical preparations. 
Physical and chemical factors of 
the environment (occupational 
and domestic) 
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N NAME LOCATION Available laboratory 
equipment 
Purpose 
 
31 TESTING LABORATORY FOR 
PETROLEUM, SOLVENTS, FUELS 
AND PETROCHEMICALS, AT THE 
PETROLEUM AND GAS 
PROSPECTING AND 
EXTRACTION JSC  
PETROLEUM AND GAS 
PROSPECTING AND 
EXTRACTION JSC IN 
DOLNI DABNIK 
Infrared spectrophotometer, 
Spectrophotometer “Specol” 
gasoline, diesel, jet and boiler 
fuel, gas-oil, motor, transmission 
and aviation oils, bitumen, 
lubricating and cooling liquids, 
brake fluids, antifreeze 
32 ANALYTICAL CHEMISTRY AND 
MICROBIOLOGY TESTING 
LABORATORY 
ALEN MAK JSC-PLOVDIV Spectrophotometer Specol 21, 
Gas chromatograph with a 
mass selection detector 
raw materials for the cosmetics 
and perfumery industries 
33 CONTROL AUTHORITY AT THE 
HYGIENE AND EPIDEMIOLOGY 
INSPECTORATE, TOWN OF 
LOVECH 
IHE-LOVECH Spectrophotometers and a gas 
chromatograph 
Physical factors of the 
occupational environment; 
Microclimate; lighting; Noise; 
toxic substances in the 
occupational environment; 
dust in the occupational and 
natural environment 
34 CONTROL AUTHORITY AT THE 
HYGIENE AND EPIDEMIOLOGY 
INSPECTORATE  
IHE-VARNA Spectrophotometers and a gas 
chromatograph 
Control of: food, water 
cosmetics and household 
chemical preparations 
chemical environmental factors, 
atmospheric air, radiation 
control, physiological control. 
35 TESTING LABORATORY 
BIOCHEMA AT THE BIOCHEMA 
LTD, town of Gabrovo 
THE BIOCHEMA LTD 
GABROVO 
Spectrophotometer 
All purpose photometer 
Toothpaste; Hair products ; 
Cosmetic creams and toilet milk; 
Sodium chloride; Sodium 
carbonate/bicarbonate; citric 
acid for food processing; 
Calcium carbonate – settled; 
Technical ammonia water. 
Packaging for cosmetic products. 
Household chemicals. Drinking 
water. Sampling. 
36 A-TYPE CONTROL AUTHORITY 
AT THE HYGIENE AND 
EPIDEMIOLOGY INSPECTORATE  
IHE-SMOLIAN Spectrophotometers and a gas 
chromatograph 
Control of: food, water 
cosmetics and household 
chemicals 
physical and chemical 
environmental factors 
37 CONTROL AUTHORITY AT THE 
HYGIENE AND EPIDEMIOLOGY 
INSPECTORATE 
IHE-BLAGOEVGRAD Spectrometers and a gas 
chromatograph 
Control of: food, water 
cosmetics and household 
chemicals 
physical and chemical 
environmental factors 
38 ACCREDITATED LABORATORY 
GEOLAB 
INSTITUTE OF 
GEOLOGY AT THE 
BULGARIAN ACADEMY 
OF SCIENCES, SOFIA 
Atomic-emission spectrometer, 
atomic-adsorption 
spectrometer, X-ray structural 
analysis machine D-500–
Siemens, X-ray fluorescent 
machine–VRA-30, 
Spectrophotometer “Specol” 
Surface and ground water, soil, 
rocks, ore, concentrate, waste 
 
39 CENTRAL SCIENTIFIC 
RESEARCH LABORATORY, 
GEOCHEMISTRY 
UNIVERSITY OF MINING 
AND GEOLOGY-SOFIA 
Atomic adsorption 
spectrometer,  
Atomic emission spectrometer 
with a source of exited 
inductively connected plasma,  
Atomic emission spectrometer 
with a source of exited direct 
current arc, 
Ultraviolet and visible part 
spectrometers 
Water- surface, ground, 
drinking, waste, soil, sludge, 
dust, non-mineral raw materials 
ores and ore-processing 
products 
40 TESTING LABORATORY FOR 
PETROCHEMICALS AT INSA 
LTD. 
INSA LTD. 
TOWN OF RAKOVSKI 
Spectrometer and a gas 
chromatograph 
Oils; oil base components; 
additives; brake fluids and 
cooling low-freezing point 
liquids. Taking of samples from 
liquid dielectric substances and 
liquid petrochemicals.  
41 TESTING LABORATORY OF 
PRISTA OIL 
PRISTA OIL JSC 
ROUSSE 
Gas chromatograph 
Spectrometer 
 
Petrochemicals, oil components, 
oils, fuels, mineral turpentine  
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N NAME LOCATION Available laboratory 
equipment 
Purpose 
 
42 CENTRAL LABORATORY IN 
VETERINARY AND SANITARY 
EXPERT STUDIES AND 
ECOLOGY 
NATIONAL PLANT 
PROTECTION SERVICE, 
SOFIA 
Gas chromatographs 
Spectrometers 
raw materials and products of 
animal origin, and biological 
liquids; plant raw materials and 
products, fodder and fodder 
additives; water; drinks; 
sampling. 
43 RESIDUAL QUANTITIES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE CENTRAL 
LABORATORY FOR CONTROL OF 
PESTICIDES, HEAVY METALS 
AND FERTILIZERS 
NATIONAL VETERINARY 
MEDICINE SERVICE, 
SOFIA 
3 GS system, 2 GC/MS system, 
1 LC system, 2 HPLC, 1 UV-
VIS Specter Photometer 
Products of plant origin, soil, 
fertilizers, plant protection 
chemicals, POP- pesticides, 
polychlorinated biphenyls, 
hexachlorbenzene 
44 AGROCHEMICAL ANALYSES OF 
SOIL, WATER AND FERTILISERS 
AND PESTICIDES TESTING 
DEPARTMENT OF THE CENTRAL 
LABORATORY FOR CONTROL OF 
PESTICIDES, HEAVY METALS 
AND FERTILIZERS AT THE 
NATIONAL PLANT PROTECTION 
SERVICE 
NATIONAL PLANT 
PROTECTION SERVICE, 
SOFIA 
Spectrophotometer and a gas 
chromatograph 
Plant origin raw materials and 
products: nitrate content. Soil 
and sediments: agrochemical 
analyses. Mineral fertilizers and 
soil additives. Plant protection 
chemicals and growth control 
preparations. Sampling of 
mineral fertilizers.  
45 A-TYPE CONTROL AUTHORITY 
AT THE RIEW  
RIEW-SMOLYAN Spectrometers, Gas 
chromatograph 
І. Water monitoring – surface, 
waste, ground.  
ІІ. Monitoring of air – 
atmospheric, and emissions.  
ІІІ. Monitoring of soils. 
46 CONTROL AUTHORITY AT THE 
HYGIENE AND EPIDEMIOLOGY 
INSPECTORATE  
IHE-MONTANA Spectrometers, Gas 
chromatograph 
Control of: food, water 
cosmetics, household chemicals 
and children’s toys, physical and 
chemical environmental factors. 
47 CONTROL AUTHORITY AT THE 
HYGIENE AND EPIDEMIOLOGY 
INSPECTORATE 
IHE-KARDZHALI Spectrometers, Gas 
chromatograph 
Control of: food, water 
cosmetics and household 
chemicals 
physical and chemical 
environmental factors 
48 CONTROL AUTHORITY AT THE 
HYGIENE AND EPIDEMIOLOGY 
INSPECTORATE  
IHE-DOBRICH Spectrometers, Gas 
chromatograph 
Control of: food, water 
cosmetics, household chemicals, 
physical and chemical 
environmental factors, 
atmospheric air 
49 CONTROL AUTHORITY AT THE 
HYGIENE AND EPIDEMIOLOGY 
INSPECTORATE 
IHE - PERNIK Spectrometers, Gas 
chromatograph 
Control of: food, water 
cosmetics, household chemicals, 
physical and chemical 
environmental factors, 
atmospheric air 
50 CONTROL AUTHORITY AT THE 
HYGIENE AND EPIDEMIOLOGY 
INSPECTORATE  
IHE - HASKOVO Spectrometers, Gas 
chromatograph 
Control of: food, water 
cosmetics, household chemicals, 
physical and chemical 
environmental factors, 
atmospheric air 
51 CONTROL AUTHORITY AT THE 
HYGIENE AND EPIDEMIOLOGY 
INSPECTORATE 
IHE - SHUMEN Spectrometers, Gas 
chromatograph 
Control of: Physical and chemical 
environmental factors 
water, cosmetics, and household 
chemicals, food 
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N NAME LOCATION Available laboratory 
equipment 
Purpose 
 
52 CENTRAL TESTING 
LABORATORY AT 
“AGROPOLICHIM” JV 
 
“AGROPOLICHIM” JV 
DEVNIA 
Spectrometers, Gas 
chromatograph Ammonium Nitrate; Potassium 
and phosphate fertilizers; 
Technical Urea; Complex 
fertilizer “NPK”; Stabilized 
Ammonium Nitrate; Liquid N 
fertilizer “UAN”; Acids - nitric; 
sulphur technical and oleum; 
phosphoric technical; 
Phosphates for forage; Sodium 
orthophosphate; Sodium 
tripolyphosphate; Sulphur– 
technical; Liquid ammonia-
technical; Water- for drinking, 
waste water; surface water; 
Industrial gaseous emissions. 
Sampling of waters and 
emissions. 
53 REGIONAL VETERINARY 
SURVICE REGIONAL TESTING 
LABORATORY   
REGIONAL VETERINARY 
SURVICE  
SILISTRA 
Spectrometers, Gas 
chromatograph 
Meat and meat products; milk 
and milk products; eggs and 
eggs products; fish and fish 
products; fat ; meat (fish) 
preserved food; honey; Water- 
for drinking 
54 CHEMICAL LABORATORY FOR 
ANALYSIS OF MINERAL WATERS 
AT NATIONAL SPECIALIZATED 
CLINIC FOR FIZICAL TERAPY 
AND REHABILITATION 
(NSCFTR) –JV 
NSCFTR, SOFIA Spectrometers, 
Spectrophotometers 
Atomic adsorption 
spectrometer 
 
Mineral waters 
55 TESTING LABORATORY FOR 
FUELS, LUBRICANTS AND 
GRAFTS AT STATE AGENCY FOR 
METROLOGY AND TECHNICAL 
SUPERVISION 
STATE AGENCY FOR 
METROLOGY AND 
TECHNICAL 
SUPERVISION, 
SOFIA 
Spectrometers, Gas 
chromatograph 
BENZINES –  for cars and for 
special use; Coal gas; Fuels for 
diesel engine; Gasoline; Lightly 
ship oil; Cauldron oils; OILS –
engine, for ship diesel engines,  
greasing AN, reduction gear 
/EP/, for transmission system, 
for air compressors, and etc.; 
LIQUID – brake for cars; 
cooling; hydraulic; Paraffin,  
ceresin, Vaseline; Greasing; 
Heavy oils. Sampling 
56 TESTING AND CALIBRATION 
LABORATORY “LIPGEI” AT  
“PEHLIVANOV-ENGINERING” 
LTD 
“PEHLIVANOV-
ENGINERING” LTD 
SOFIA 
Gas analyze system 
Gas chromatograph 
Atmospheric air, emissions, 
imission. Sampling  
 
57 INDEPENDENT LABORATORY 
FOR ANALYSIS AT 
“INDEPENDENT LABORATORY 
FOR ANALYSIS-2000” LTD 
“INDEPENDENT 
LABORATORY FOR 
ANALYSIS-2000” LTD 
SOFIA 
Automatic analyze system, 
type  “LECO”, CS-444 and type 
“LECO”, ТС 436; Atomic 
emission spectrometer Pye 
Unicam,  PU 9000; Atomic 
emission spectrometer with a 
source of exited inductively 
connected plasma ICP, type 
ARL 3410; X-ray-fluorescent 
spectrometer, type ARL 
72000S; Metal analyze system, 
spectrometer, type ARL 34000. 
Metals and alloy; ores, 
concentrate, agglomeration 
products; Sodium hydroxide- 
technical; Sulphuric acid- 
technical and oleum; 
Hydrochloric acid – synthetic and 
technical; coals, coke, briquette; 
Naphthalene; Toluene, xylene 
and mixers; Petroleum products 
and lubricant materials; Diesel 
oils, Gasoline, Benzene; Soils; 
Waters. 
 
58 COMPLEX CENTER FOR 
TESTING AND CALIBRATION 
“LOVIKO”  AT  COMPLEX 
CENTER FOR TESTING AND 
CALIBRATION “LOVIKO” –LTD 
COMPLEX CENTER FOR 
TESTING AND 
CALIBRATION “LOVIKO” 
-LTD  
PAVLIKENI 
Atomic adsorption 
spectrometer 
with flame, graphite furnace 
and hydride system, Gas and 
liquid chromatographs 
Vines, alcoholic drinks, 
distillates, vine acid, soft drinks, 
grain, drinking and mineral 
water, potassium fertilizers. 
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N NAME LOCATION Available laboratory 
equipment 
Purpose 
 
59 A TYPE CONTROL AUTHORITY 
AT THE HYGIENE AND 
EPIDEMIOLOGY INSPECTORATE  
TOWN VIDIN 
HIE 
VIDIN 
Spectrometers, Gas 
chromatograph 
Control of: food, water
cosmetics, household chemicals 
 
60 A TYPE CONTROL LABORATOTY 
- “ALFA CONTROL – 2002” Ltd 
BLAGOEVGRAD Spectrometers, Gas 
chromatograph 
Control of: Total dust; hazardous 
substances in working area 
61 C TYPE CONTROL LABORATORY 
AT  “MOBIL LAB” LTD 
“MOBIL LAB” LTD 
ROUSSE 
Spectrometers, Gas 
chromatograph 
Control of: Tocsin substances 
(chemical agents) in working 
area 
62 A TYPE CONTROL AGENCY OF 
SAFETY AND HEALTH AT 
“PREVENTA CONTROL” LTD 
“PREVENTA CONTROL” 
LTD 
STARA ZAGORA 
Spectrometers, Gas 
chromatograph 
Control of: Dust and Tocsin 
substances in air of working area 
63 C TYPE CONTROL LABORATORY 
AT  “MEDICUS-ENGINEERING” 
LTD 
“MEDICUS-
ENGINERING” LTD, 
IAMBOL 
Spectrometers, Gas 
chromatograph 
Control of: Dust and Tocsin 
substances in air of working area 
64 C TYPE CONTROL LABORATORY 
“TRAFO CONTROL” AT  “LEMI 
TRAFO” LTD 
“LEMI TRAFO” LTD 
PERNIK 
Spectrometers, Gas 
chromatograph 
Control of: power transformer;  
Transformer oil. 
65 C TYPE CONTROL LABORATORY  
“CONTROL OF WORKING AREA 
PARAMETERS” AT  “LUKOIL 
NEFTOCHIM”-JV 
BOURGAS 
“LUKOIL NEFTOCHIM”-
JV 
BOURGAS 
Spectrometers, Gas 
chromatograph 
Control of: Dust and Tocsin 
substances in air of working area 
66 C TYPE CONTROL LABORATORY 
AT “LOT CONSULT” LTD  
“LOT CONSULT” LTD, 
SOFIA 
Spectrometers, Gas 
chromatograph , Atomic 
adsorption spectrometer 
 
Control of: Dust and Tocsin 
substances  (metal aerosols; 
phenol, acetone, ammonium, 
benzene, nitrogen dioxide, 
formaldehyde, carbon oxide, 
hydrogen sulphide, n-butanol, 
diethyl ether, engine oil aerosols, 
acetaldehyde, styrene, 
vinylchloride, methanol, toluene, 
sulphuric acid, hydrochloric acid, 
sulphur dioxide; epichlordrine, 
halotan) in working area   
  
9.2. Review of the government information systems and computer capacities 
The main government agency which collects and processes information about the movement of 
chemicals in Bulgaria is the National Institute of Statistics (NIS) – Sofia. The available information 
at the NIS is incomplete and relates predominantly to products manufactured in various sectors of 
the national industry. 
The database of chemicals imports is located at the Ministry of Environment and Water. In 2000, 
the MoEW financed the development of a register of chemicals which are manufactured in, 
imported into or exported from Bulgaria. The register contains information about 600 substances 
and preparations used for any of the above activities, and it was developed by the Ecotech-Consult 
Ltd, Sofia. The registry comprises 4 information groups: Identifiers, Manufacturing, Use, Catalogue 
of Companies. The Identifiers group includes the following data: name of the chemical substance or 
preparation, and formulae, in RTF and plain text formats, CAS No., EINECS No., UN Code, 
Customs Tariff Number, Number under the National Sector Classification, Hazchem Category, 
ELINCS No., risk phrases (R) and safety phrases (S). The Manufacturing information group 
includes information about the trade name of the substance or preparation, manufactured quantities 
(kg) for the respective year, imported quantity (kg) for the respective year, exported quantity (kg) 
for the respective year, and data about companies that have conducted one or more of the indicated 
activities.  
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The Use group registers data about use in industries and about consumer use, by company, year 
and quantity in kg. The Catalogue of Companies group registers data about the companies, 
BULSTAT number, town, country, postal code, street or post office box, telephone, fax, and e-mail. 
The registry is made in two versions: one is Chemicals-Administrator, which allows addition, 
deletion and editing of existing data about preparations and companies carrying out activities with 
them. This version is meant for government officials from the MoEW that will enter the respective 
information. The other version, Chemicals-User, is designed for retrieval of information registered 
with Chemicals-Administrator. This version is meant for dissemination of information and cannot 
edit the database. 
The MOEW possesses a registry of chemicals developed by Sirma Ltd in 2002 that allows for 
searching of information in the lists EINECS and ELINCS, and in Annex 1 of the Regulation on the 
Procedures and Manner of Categorisation and Labelling of Existing and New Chemicals and 
Preparations. The registry contains technical information and names for approximately 120 000 
chemical substances. 
Other governmental agencies possess their own systems for collection and storage of data related to 
their activity: health-care, agriculture, energy, transport, defence etc. Pursuant to the Law on 
Protection against the Harmful Impact of Chemical Substances and Preparations and its regulations, 
the MoEW has introduced the European categorisation of chemicals. 
The information gathering, storage and processing systems used in governmental agencies have 
been established separately. Most databases are stored in computers. No common computer 
network exists between the agencies. The available computer equipment is used in a multi-purpose 
fashion and not particularly for management of chemicals. 
The computer systems in all ministries are compatible. The web-site of the Bulgarian government, 
www.government.bg, presents detailed and up-to-date information about the activities, 
responsibilities and regulations of each ministry. The computer systems in governmental facilities 
are freely accessible on-line for state officials which facilitates the exchange of information at 
national and international level. 
9.3. Review of technical training programmes 
The training programmes aimed to provide technical competence to assess potential risks in the 
production, use, import, export of chemicals, and the disposal of their waste are mainly used in 
university-grade education. These are: the University of Chemical Technology and Metallurgy in 
Sofia, the Asen Zlatarov University in Burgas, the Chemical Department of the Sofia University 
“Kliment Ohridski”, Medical Universities. These are mostly master degree or post-graduate 
education programmes. 
In order to increase the competence of specialists for environment protection, many universities 
teach the subject of Ecology and Environment Protection: University of Chemical Technology and 
Metallurgy of Sofia, the Mining and Geology University of Ivan of Rila in Sofia, the Forestry 
University of Sofia, the Sofia University “Kliment Ohridski”, the Thracian University in Stara 
Zagora, the Technical University in Sofia, the Technical University in Varna, the South-West 
University of Neophit of Rila in Blagoevgrad, the Plovdiv University, etc. 
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9.4. Comments, analyses, conclusions and recommendations 
The technical infrastructure of Bulgaria is still incomplete and not adequate for the management of 
chemical substances, despite all efforts. The Accreditation Committee and the Appeals Committee 
of the Executive Agency of the Bulgarian Accreditation Service guarantee objective and unbiased 
decision making for accreditation and supervision. International or national accreditation of 
laboratories is the best way to secure the necessary trust in the validity of laboratory testing results. 
Clear criteria should be set out for the competence claims by accredited laboratories with regard to 
chemicals. 
One main disadvantage is that the protocols issued by Bulgarian accredited laboratories are not 
recognized on the European markets because we are not full members in the International 
Agreement yet. What is more, many accredited laboratories carry out more than one activity while, 
at the same time, there are no accredited laboratories for various types of production. 
According to the latest regular report of the European Commission for 2004, Bulgaria has 
introduced 83.6% of the European standards. The Executive Agency of the Bulgarian Accreditation 
Service ensures the competitive advantage of locally manufactured goods by compliance with the 
international and European quality and safety standards by encouraging their solidification on the 
Bulgarian, and international markets. 
The chemical-substance management training programmes offered in the Bulgarian universities at 
present provide very good technical competence that is required for the implementation of 
environmental conservation management programmes. To increase the competence of officials 
involved in the management of chemical substances, short-term courses and post-graduate 
requalification for bachelor and magistrate degree holders should be intensified. 
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CHAPTER 10 – INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
10.1. Cooperation and commitments to international organizations, authorities and 
agreements 
The focus during the recent years has been on stronger cooperation with neighbouring countries to 
exchange experience on specific unresolved environmental problems and to implement an approach 
policy of regional environment protection. With its initiatives and active involvement in bilateral 
and multilateral activities in South-Eastern Europe, Bulgaria has solidified its environmental 
protection leading position in the region and has continued its efforts toward successful regional 
cooperation. In 2000, Bulgaria and Romania have adopted a five-year plan for cooperation mainly 
in air quality, and have implemented it on a stage-by-stage basis. An environmental cooperation 
agreement was signed with Macedonia. 
Successful bilateral cooperation has continued with EU countries in order to strengthen our 
institutional capacity for environmental management, to implement the EU legislation transposed in 
our national legislation, and to find a practical solution of priority environment protection issues. 
The period 2001-2003 has seen the signing of 16 new bilateral cooperation agreements, some with 
EU-member states such as Greece, Austria, the Netherlands and Italy.  
 
Many international conventions have been ratified since the year 2000, such as: 
• Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants  
• Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous 
Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade 
• UN Framework Convention on Climate Changes  
• Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Water Flows and International Lakes  
• Convention on Access to Information, and Public Participation in Decision Making and Access 
to Justice in Environmental Matters 
• Convention to Combat Desertification, etc. 
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Table 10A – Membership in international organizations, programs and authorities 
International 
organisation 
National coordinator Other involved ministries National scale activities 
IFCS 
(Intergovernmental 
forum on chemical 
safety) 
Ministry of Environment 
and Water, Ministry of 
Health 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs Management of chemicals and preparations 
UNEP (UN 
environmental 
programme) 
Ministry of Environment 
and Water 
Ministry of Health Fulfilment of the commitments under 
conventions and other activities in 
environmental protection  
IRPTC 
(International 
Registry of 
Potential Toxic 
Substances) 
Ministry of Environment 
and Water 
 
Ministry of Economy, 
Ministry of Health 
Management of chemical substances 
IE/PAC Chamber of Commerce, 
“Clean Industry” Centre;  
Ministry of the Economy, 
Ministry of Environment and 
Water. 
Introduction of the ISO 9000 and 14 000 
standards 
WHO (World 
Health 
Organisation) 
Ministry of Health Ministry of Environment and 
Water 
Implementation of a national programme on 
environment and health 
FAO (Food and 
Agriculture 
Organisation) 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
Forestry; 
Ministry of Environment and 
Water 
Ministry of Health 
Fulfilment of commitments under UN 
conventions  
UNIDO (UN 
International 
Development 
Organisation) 
Ministry of Environment 
and Water 
Executive Environment 
Agency; 
Implementation of air pollution reduction 
initiatives 
WTO (World Trade 
Organisation) 
Ministry of Economy Ministry of Finance, Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs 
Bulgaria was accepted in the organisation 
and cooperation negotiations are conducted 
REC (Regional 
Environmental 
Centre) 
Ministry of Environment 
and Water 
Executive Environment  
Agency   
National Programme for Gradual 
Discontinuation of the Manufacturing and 
Use of Leaded Gasoline in Bulgaria;  
Regional waste management programmes; 
Municipal environmental management 
programmes 
GEF 
(Global 
Environmental 
Facility) 
Ministry of Environment 
and Water 
Ministry of Health 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
Forestry; 
Ministry of Economy, 
Ministry of Finance 
 
National programme for discontinuation of 
the use of ozone depleting substances  
Action Plan for Management of Persistent 
organic pollutants in Bulgaria 
EBRD (European 
Bank for 
Restoration and 
Development) 
Ministry of Finance; Ministry of Economy 
Committee of Energy 
Financing of projects 
World bank Ministry of Finance; Ministry of the Economy, 
Ministry of Environment and 
Water. 
Environmental strategy; National plan for 
environmental action until 2000; 
National Programme for Gradual 
Discontinuation of the Manufacturing and 
Use of Leaded Gasoline in Bulgaria;  
ЕЕА 
(European 
Environmental 
Agency) 
Executive Environment 
Agency, Ministry of 
Environment and Water. 
 Harmonised monitoring network. 
Access to reliable and up-to-date 
information about the state of European 
environment. 
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Table 10B – Participation in international agreements/procedures related to the management of chemicals 
International agreements Leading responsible institution Relevant national scale activities 
Agenda 21 – Sustainable 
Development Committee 
Inter-agency Council for Sustainable 
Development 
The national programme, related to 
environment and health protection 
The Rotterdam Convention on the 
Prior Informed Consent (PIC) 
Procedure for Certain Hazardous 
Chemicals and Pesticides in 
International Trade 
The Ministry of Environment and 
Water in cooperation with the 
Ministry of Health 
Management of hazardous chemicals 
and preparations  
The Vienna Convention on the 
Protection of the Ozone Layer, and 
the Montreal Protocol on Ozone 
Depleting Substances 
Ministry of Environment and Water Inventory has been conducted, and a 
national programme is implemented.  
UN recommendations for transposing 
of hazardous cargoes  
Ministry of Transport and 
Communications 
Licensing of hazardous cargo haulers; 
control 
The Basel Convention on the Control 
of Transboundary Movement of 
Hazardous Waste and their 
Neutralization  
Ministry of Environment and Water Management of hazardous waste 
The Stockholm Convention on 
Persistent Organic Pollutants 
Ministry of Environment and Water Development of a National Action 
Plan for Management of Persistent 
Organic Pollutants. 
Regional Treaty for Economic 
Cooperation of the Countries from the 
Black Sea Region 
Ministry of the Foreign Affairs, 
Ministry of Environment and Water 
Elaboration of a development plan for 
the Black Sea Region focusing on 
environment protection 
Bilateral cooperation with 
Macedonia, the Czech Republic, 
Germany, China, Romania, Greece, 
Slovakia, Poland, the Netherlands, 
Italy 
Ministry of Environment and Water Environment protection activities, 
including public access to 
environmental information. 
The Convention on the 
Transboundary Impacts of Industrial 
Accidents  
Ministry of Environment and Water Transboundary Impacts of Industrial 
Accidents 
The Convention on the 
environmental impact assessment 
(EIA) in the Transboundary Context  
Ministry of Environment and Water EIA in the transboundary context 
The Geneva Convention on Long-
Range Transboundary Air Pollution  
Ministry of Environment and Water Clean Air Act 
10.2. Involvement in projects on technical assistance in the management of chemicals 
In the period between 1997 and the present, Bulgaria has found it exceptionally important to 
strengthen its administrative capacity for complete harmonisation with the EU legislation. It is 
particularly important to increase the professional skills of the administrative capacity. One of the 
main tools for training of personnel are the projects implemented under PHARE. Twinning projects 
have been developed between the MoEW and the German Federal Ministry of Environment, Nature 
Protection and Nuclear Safety, the Austrian Federal Ministry of Environment, and the French 
Ministry of Spatial Planning and the Environment.  
The period 1999-2002 has seen the implementation of 14 twinning projects.  
Table 10C presents data about the involvement of Bulgaria in projects related directly or indirectly 
to the management of chemical substances. 
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Table 10C – Involvement of the MOEW in projects on technical assistance in the management of chemicals 
Project Name Organisation of financing and 
partners 
Completed work 
BG9807 – Elaboration of an overall 
strategy of the MOEW and updating of the 
National Environment Protection Plan 
(harmonisation of the Bulgarian 
environmental legislation) 
• PHARE – Twinning Project Draft strategy of the MOEW and updating 
of the National Environment Protection 
Plan 
BG99EN01В – Transposing of the 
environmental legislation and introduction 
of, and support for, the implementation of 
the IPPC and Seveso directives 
• PHARE – Twinning Project Transposing the IPPC and Seveso 
directives 
Drawing up of the EIA statement for the 
“National Hazardous Waste Treatment 
Centre” project 
• PHARE EIA statement for the “National 
Hazardous Waste Treatment Centre” 
project 
 
Hospital waste incinerator in Sofia 
• DEPA 
• Environment Protection Activity 
Management Enterprise 
A hospital waste incinerator is 
commissioned 
Creation of a database on polychlorinated 
biphenyls and polychlorinated triphenyls in 
Bulgaria 
• Germany National database on polychlorinated 
biphenyls and polychlorinated triphenyls 
Construction of an integrated system for 
constant monitoring and for reduction of 
the VOC emissions 
• Greece Integrated system for constant monitoring 
and for reduction of VOC emissions 
Updating of the National Waste 
Management Programme 
• Belgium Updating of the National Waste 
Management Programme 
Sub-project 1 – Elaboration of a national 
environmental strategy and reviewing of 
the National Environmental Plan 
• PHARE 
• Federal Ministry of the 
Environment, nature Protection, 
and Nuclear Safety, Germany 
• Federal Environmental Agency, 
Austria 
• International water service, 
France 
• Environment and Energy 
Management Agency, France 
National Environmental Strategy and 
National Environmental Plan 2000-2006. 
 
Sub-Project 2 – Elaboration of a National 
Programme for Public Environmental 
Awareness and of an Action Plan for the 
Implementation of the Programme 
• PHARE 
• Federal Ministry of the 
Environment, nature Protection, 
and Nuclear Safety, Germany 
 
National Programme for Public 
Environmental Awareness and of an 
Action Plan for the Implementation of the 
Programme 
Sub-Project 4 – Elaboration of a Draft 
Regulation on the Access to Environmental 
Information 
• PHARE 
• Federal Ministry of the 
Environment, nature Protection, 
and Nuclear Safety, Germany 
• Federal Environmental Agency, 
Austria 
Regulation on the Access to 
Environmental Information 
Sub-Project 8 – Drawing up of draft 
regulations on the treatment of end-of-life 
vehicles and of disused electrical 
equipment 
• PHARE 
• Federal Ministry of the 
Environment, nature Protection, 
and Nuclear Safety, Germany 
• Federal Environmental Agency, 
Austria 
Regulations on the treatment of end-of-
life vehicles and of disused electrical 
equipment 
Evaluation of the White Book on the 
Management of Chemicals and 
Preparations 
• CEFIC 
• Bulgarian Chamber of the 
Chemical Industry; 
 
Comparative analysis and report on the 
status of Bulgaria’s chemicals legislation 
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Project Name Organisation of financing and 
partners 
Completed work 
Transposing and implementing the 
directives on integrated prevention and 
control of pollution and on the control of 
risks of large industrial accidents involving 
hazardous chemical substances 
• PHARE 
• Environment Protection Agency, 
Ireland 
 
Adopted IPPC regulation and a 
Regulation on the Conditions and 
Procedures for Issuance of Permits for 
Construction and Operation of New and 
Operation of Existing Enterprises and 
Facilities where a System for Prevention 
of Large Disasters Involving Hazardous 
Substances or Elimination of their 
Consequences is Introduced 
Transposition of the Waste Management 
legislation  
Sub-Project 2 – Management of waste 
containing polychlorinated biphenyls and 
polychlorinated triphenyls 
• PHARE 
• Federal Ministry of the 
Environment, nature Protection, 
and Nuclear Safety, Germany 
Draft Regulation on the Neutralization of 
PCBs 
Conceptual Scheme for Inventorying of 
PCB Containing Equipment 
Scheme of the National System for 
Collection, Transport and Treatment of 
PCB Containing Waste 
Action Plan for the Management of PCB 
Containing Waste 
Organisation Plan for Neutralisation of 
PCB Containing Waste 
BG2001EN01D – Training of experts from 
the RIEWs and from the Industrial Sector 
for the Implementation of the Directive on 
the Control of Large-Scale Accidents 
Involving Hazardous Substances 
• PHARE 
• Austrian Environment 
Protection Agency 
 
Training of competent authorities, 
representing industries to implement 
Directive 96/82/ЕЕС 
Project 4 – Training of RIEW and Industry 
Experts for the Implementation of 
Directive 96/61/EU on Integrated Pollution 
Prevention and Control 
• PHARE 
• Federal Ministry of the 
Environment, nature Protection, 
and Nuclear Safety, Germany 
Practical knowledge and approaches for 
IPPC implementation 
Project BG2000/IB-EN/01с on 
Transposing of the Bulgarian Legislation in 
the Chemicals Sector, and first steps in its 
implementation 
• PHARE 
• Federal Ministry of the 
Environment, nature Protection, 
and Nuclear Safety, Germany 
The European legislation has been 
transposed, and databases for notification 
of chemicals, a registry of chemicals, etc., 
have been established  
 
BG2003/1B/2N01 Enforcement of 
Regulations under the Protection Against 
the Harmful Impact of Chemicals Act 
• PHARE 
• Federal Ministry of the 
Environment, nature Protection, 
and Nuclear Safety, Germany 
Activities in support of the 
implementation of the harmonised 
legislation on management of chemicals   
Development of a National Action Plan for 
Management of Persistent Organic 
Pollutants. 
• GEF 
• UNEP 
Updating of the National Chemicals 
Management Profile 
Inventory of POPs in Bulgaria 
Selection of POP treatment technologies 
Elaboration of an action plan on POPs 
management 
 
10.3. Analysis and recommendations 
Bulgaria ratified and signed most international environmental conventions and agreements and 
despite the difficulties of its economic transition, it has expressed its political will and is involved 
actively in the efforts of the international community to resolve regional and global environmental 
issues. Adapting the requirements of the Stockholm, Basel and Rotterdam conventions will 
facilitate their joint implementation. 
Concerning the elaboration of systematic long-term monitoring programs, it would be well to 
integrate the national monitoring programme into international programmes (ЕМЕР, GAW, 
Integrated Monitoring) for making the results accessible for use for international agreements. 
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The Law on Ratifying the Agreement for Bulgaria’s Participation into the European Environmental 
Agency, adopted by the National Assembly, has made Bulgaria a fully authorised member of this 
EU institution.  
The institutional framework for involvement of international donor programs to environmental 
projects has been improved. The projects developed thus far have allowed faster updating of 
Bulgaria’s legislation and its compliance with the EU and international legislation. 
However, Bulgaria needs more financial, scientific, and technical aid in the process of practical 
implementation of the chemicals management regulations.  
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CHAPTER 11 – WORKER AND PUBLIC AWARENESS 
Chapter 11 presents a review of the available mechanisms allowing workers and the public access 
to information on the potential risks related to the production, import, export, use, and disposal of 
chemicals and preparations. It summarises the regulatory framework, the programmes, the policies 
and the related activities regarding: 
• Providing to workers and officials the necessary information concerning their health and safety, 
and the measures to reduce the risks of working with chemicals. 
• Presentation to the public of information about environmental and health risks from the impacts 
of chemicals, and about the measures required for protection from chronic or acute exposure to 
hazardous chemicals. 
• Increasing the degree of awareness and training of the public for efficient involvement in 
national environmental initiatives. 
The efforts to guarantee environment protection and sustainable development in Bulgaria require an 
informed society. During the recent few years the MoEW has conducted a number of national 
information campaigns on issues such as using unleaded petrol, the European no-vehicle day, 
climate changes and ozone-depleting substances, reduction of household waste, etc. 
According to a national representative sociological survey, more than half of the citizens are 
interested in environmental issues and state that they receive sufficient information. The other half 
claims that the information they receive is insufficient but this is caused by lack of interest (27%), 
lack of persons responsible to this information (8%), lack of such information (7%). The most 
preferred form of receiving of environmental information by the citizens is the national television 
stations, followed by central and local newspapers, and the information materials distributed to their 
homes and on public displays. 
By means of the Labour Code (LC), the state guarantees healthy and safe work conditions for 
workers and officials and obligates the employers to create such conditions. 
The Labour Code and the Law on Health and Safe Work Conditions (SG 124/23.12.1997, most 
recently amended and supplemented SG 70/2004) transpose Directive 89/391/ЕЕС on the 
introduction of measures to encourage improvements of occupational health and safety. These 
documents introduce the common requirements to ensure health and safe working conditions, and 
economic forms for improvement of the conditions at work. 
The Law on Health and Safe Work Conditions arranges the frame and the main principles for 
organising and initiating the activities ensuring occupational management and safety in industrial 
facilities. 
A National Council on Labour Conditions was established as a constant authority for coordination, 
advice and cooperation in the elaboration and implementation of the policy to ensure healthy and 
safe labour conditions at the national level. 
In implementing the activities to ensure healthy and safe working conditions, the employers must: 
• assess the health and safety risks of the industrial processes and equipment, premises, 
workplaces, labour organisation, and use of raw materials and other materials; 
• plan adequate measures to prevent the assessed risks and, where not possible, provide protection 
for the workers and for other persons; 
• establish the necessary organisation for observation and control of the implementation of 
planned measures; 
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• present to workers and officials the necessary information about the risks for their health and 
safety, and about the measures undertaken to remove, reduce and control those risks; 
• consult the workers or officials, or their representatives, by creating a possibility for their 
involvement in the discussion and adoption of all measures concerning the health and safety of 
workers and officials; 
• provide to all employees adequate training on health and safety working conditions consistent 
with the specifics of each workplace and profession; 
• provide occupational medicine services to the workers and officials. 
The occupational medicine services have a mainly preventive function. They consult and support 
the employees, the committees and groups on working conditions, while planning, organising and 
fulfilling of their commitments to: 
• secure and maintain healthy and safe conditions at work; 
• strengthen the health and the employees’ capacity to carry out their work. 
More than 400 occupational medicine services have registered with the Ministry of Health. Every 
year the National Centre for Hygiene, Medical Ecology and Nutrition (NCHMEN) organises two 
one-month post-graduate training courses on occupational medicine, and the IHE conducts monthly 
practical training in occupational medicine. 
Working condition committees or groups have been established in industries. Their representatives 
are trained every year by companies whose scope of activities include training; by organizations and 
units established pursuant to training-related legislation created by the government or by agencies; 
training centres and units at the national representative organizations of workers and employers. 
It is the responsibility of the employers to provide health and safety instructions to employees. It 
has been the practice during the recent years that the instruction-efficiency results are related to 
studies of the frequency of occupational accidents, medical check ups and analysis of diseases 
causing temporary inability to work. 
Ensuring health and safety at work was regulated in a number of acts of secondary legislation 
transposing the daughter directives of Framework Directive 89/391/EEC. 
Adopted documents are the Regulation on the Protection of Employees from Risks from 
Occupational Exposure to Chemicals, and the Regulation on the Protection of Workers from Risks 
from Occupational Exposure to Carcinogens and Mutagens, introducing the requirements of 
Directive 98/24/EU on the Protection of Employees from Risks of Occupational Exposure to 
Chemical Agents, of Directive 2000/39/EU on the Limit Values of Occupational Exposure to 
Chemical Agents, Directive 90/394/ЕЕС and Directive 1999/38/EU on the Carcinogenic and 
Mutagenic Chemical Agents. 
The requirements for provision of information to workers and to the public about potential risks 
from manufacturing, use, import, export, and neutralization of chemicals are set out in the 
legislation. 
Legislation related to ensuring healthy and safe conditions during work involving chemical 
agents 
• Law on Health and Safe Work Conditions, SG 124/23.12.1997, amended SG 114/2003, 
effective 31.01.2004, amended and supplemented SG 70/2004, effective 01.01.2005.; 
• Regulation 14 on the Occupational Medicine Services, SG 95/14.08.1998; 
• Regulation 5/11.05.1999 on the Order, Manner and Frequency of   Risk Assessment 
Implementation, SG 47/21.05.1999. 
• Regulation 7/23.09.1999 on the Minimum Requirements for Health and Safe Labour at Work 
Places on  Working Equipment Use, SG 88/08.10.1999, amended SG 48/13.06.2000, amended 
National Profile for the Management of Chemical Substances and Preparations in the Republic of Bulgaria 
 
 Chapter 11 – page 3
and and supplemented  SG 43/13.05.2003, amended SG 37/04.05.2004, amended and 
supplemented SG 88/08.10.2004. 
• Regulation 3 on the on the Instructions of Workers and of Safety, Occupational Hygiene, and 
Fire Safety Officials, SG 44/21.05.1996; 
• Regulation 3 on the on the Minimum Health and Safety Requirements for Workers Using 
Personal Protective Equipment at the Workplace, SG 46/15.05.2001; 
• Regulation 3 on the Functions and Tasks of Officials and of the Specialized Services in 
Industries, Organising the Carrying out of Activities Related to Protection from and Prevention 
of Occupational Risks, SG 91/05.08.1998; 
• Regulation 4 on the Training of Representatives in Committees and Groups on Labour 
Conditions in Industries, SG 43/15.04.1998, amended and supplemented SG 85/17.10.2000; 
• Regulation 4 on the Signs and Signals for Labour Safety and Fire Protection, SG 77/01.09.1995; 
• Regulation 3 on the Procedures and Requirements for Determining of the Right to Additional 
Leave for Work in Unhealthy or Specific Conditions, SG 44/25.05.1993; 
• Regulation on the Expert Assessment of Capacity to Work, SG 61/10.07.2000; 
• CM Decree 322 on the Establishment of Reduced Working Hours, SG 1/03.01.1995, amended 
and supplemented  SG 43/09.05.1995; 
• Regulation on the additional and other remuneration, SG 67/1993, amended and supplemented 
SG, SG 1/1994, SG 63/1994, SG 29/1996, SG 72/23.08.1996; 
• Regulation 8/24.04.1987 for free prophylactic food for workers in production with harmful for 
human health consequences, SG 58/06.06.1993 
• Regulation 4 on the Works Prohibited for Persons between 15 and 18 Years of Age, SG 
44/1987, amended SG 44/1993, amended SG 54/15.06.1999; 
• Regulation 7 on the Harmful and Heavy Works Prohibited for Conducting by Women, SG 
58/06.07.1993; 
• Regulation 3 on the Mandatory Preliminary and Periodical Medical Examinations of Workers, 
SG 16/1987, amended and supplemented  SG 65/1991, SG 102/13.12.1994; 
• Regulation on the Procedures for Communication, Registering, Confirming, Appealing and 
Recording of Occupational Diseases, SG 33/03.04.2001; 
• Regulation 8 on Determining the Work Places Suitable for Readjustment of Limited Capacity to 
Work, SG 52/1987, supplemented SG 44/25.08.1993; 
• Social Security Code; 
• Regulation on the Establishing, Investigation, Registering and Recording of Labour Accidents, 
SG 6/21.01.2000; 
• Regulation 2 on the Prevention of Accidents from Activities Involving Dangerous Chemical 
Substances, SG 100/11.12.1990; 
• Regulation 2 on the Fire Safety Construction and Technical Standards on the Facilities for 
Storage of Easily Flammable Liquids, SG 58/1987, supplemented SG 33/19.04.1994; 
• Regulation on the Substantial Requirements and Assessment of the Compatibility of Pressurised 
Facilities, SG 87/13.09.2002; 
• Ordinance on Activities Concerning Presentation and Elimination of the Effect of  Emergencies, 
Accidents and Disasters, CM Decree 18/23.01.1998, SG 13/1998,  supplemented and amended 
SG 15/14.02.2003. 
• Regulation 13/30.12.2003 on workers protection from risks, related to chemical agents’ 
exposure at work, SG 8/20.01.2003, effective 31.01.2005 
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• Bulgarian State Standard EN 689 on Air in the Occupational Environment. Guideline on the 
Evaluation of Exposure by Inhaling Chemical Agents to Compare the Limit Values, and 
Measurement Strategy. 
• Regulation on Workers’ Protection from Risks, Related to the Asbestos Exposure at Work, SG 
32/08.04. 2003; 
• Regulation 0-35 on the Working with Radioactive Substances and Other Sources of Ionising 
Radiation, SG 1974, amended  SG 91/19.10.1999; 
• Regulation 10/26.09.2003 on the workers protection from risks, related to the carcinogenic and 
mutagenic substances exposure at work, SG 94/24.10.2003, effective 25.10.2004 
• Regulation 2/22.03.2004 on the Minimum Requirements for Healthy and Safe Working 
Conditions During Construction and Assembly Works, SG 37/03.05.2004, amended SG 
98/05.11.2004; 
• Regulation 8/23.09.2004 on the Provision of Health and Safety During Work Involving the Use 
of Air Compressors, Installations and Facilities, SG 93/19.10.2004; 
• Regulation 9/23.09.2004 on the Provision of Health and Safety During Work Involving 
Operation and Maintenance of Water Supply and Sewerage Systems, SG 93/19.10.2004; 
• Regulation on the Facilities, Safe Operation and Technical Maintenance of Gas Facilities and 
Plants for Liquefied Hydrocarbon Gases, SG 82/21.09.2004. 
Various information materials have been prepared and disseminated based on the experience of EU 
states and of the USA. 
The following organisations were created: 
− branch councils on labour conditions comprising representatives of national and branch 
associations, unions of representative worker and employee organisations, of representative 
employer organisations, and an equal number of representatives of the relevant agencies. 
− regional, or municipal councils on labour conditions comprising representatives of existing 
regional unions or organizations of workers and employees, of employers and of an equal 
number of regional administration or local self-government representatives. 
Most of the large and medium-sized companies are ISO 9000 certified, and some are ISO 14000 
certified. This certification requires mandatory introduction of the requirements for occupational 
health and safety. 
There is a need to introduce programmes for practical training of experts from the state institutions 
and control authorities (MoLSP, MoE, MoAF, MoH), specialists from the Occupational Medicine 
Services, employers, the Work Condition Committees and Groups, the Trade Unions and Risk 
Groups from industries, free-lance experts, consultant companies, and the public. 
Legislation aimed to reduce the public health risks and prevent environmental impacts of 
chemicals 
• Environment Protection Act, SG 91/ 2002, amended SG 98/ 2002, amended SG 86/30.09.2003, 
supplemented SG 70/2004; 
• Law on  Protection  against Harmful Impact of Chemical Substances and  Preparations  
(LPHICSP),  SG, 10/2000, effective  5.02.2002, amended SG 91/2002, 86/2003, amended and 
supplemented SG 114/2003, effective  31.01.2004 
• Regulation 27/17.08.2005 on the Import of Goods Important for the Public Health, SG 75/1995, 
amended  SG 78/02.09.2003,  SG 4/2004, SG 15/2004, effective 31.01.2005 
• Regulation 8 on the procedures and conditions for carrying out of disinfestations and pest 
control, SG 49/02.06.1992. 
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• Regulation on the Prevention and Reduction of Environmental Pollution with Asbestos, SG 
39/2003. 
• Clean Ambient Air Act (CAA), SG, 45/28.05.1996, effective 29.06.1996, amended SG 49/1996, 
amended SG 85/1997, amended and supplemented SG 27/2000, SG 102/2001, amended SG 
91/2002, SG 112/23.12.12.2003, effective 1.01.2004. 
• Regulation 3 on the Admissible Limit Values for Chemical Substances Released by Polymer 
Construction Materials in Residential and Public Buildings, SG 17/1984; 
• Regulation 16 on the Reduction of VOC Emissions from Storage, Loading or Unloading and 
Transport of Petrol, SG 75/1999, effective 25.05.2000; 
• Regulation on Import and Export of Dangerous Chemical Substances and Preparations on the 
Territory of  the Republic of Bulgaria, CM Decree 129/01.07.2002,, SG, 66/2002, effective 
01.01.2004 new CM Decree 161/12.07.2004,  SG 63/2004, effective  01.01.2005. 
• Regulation on Notification of  New Chemical Substances, CM Decree 137/03.07.2002, SG 
67/2002, effective  01.01.2004, last amendment SG 110/17.12.2004. 
• Regulation Relating to Bans and Restrictions on the Marketing and Use of Dangerous Chemical 
Substances and Preparations, CM Decree 130/01.07.2002, SG, 69/2002, effective 01.01.2003, 
amended and supplemented CM Decree 156/07.07.2004, SG 62/2004 
• Regulation on the Procedures and the Manner of Classification, Packaging and Labelling of 
Chemical Substances and Preparations, CM Decree  316/20.12.2002, SG 5/ 2003, effective  
01.01.2004, amended and supplemented CM Decree   174/19.07.2004, SG 66/2004, effective  
01.01.2005. 
• Regulation on the Final Risk for Men and Environment of New Chemical Substances, CM 
Decree  131/01.07.2002, SG 67/2000, effective 01.01.2004, last amendment SG 110/17.12.2004 
• Technical Requirements for products Act, SG .86/1999, amended and supplemented SG 
107/2003; 
• Protection of Users and Trading Rules Act, SG 30/1999, amended and supplemented SG 
19/2003; 
• Regulation 26 on the Hygienic Requirements for Cosmetics, issued by the MH,  SG 60/2001, 
effective 7.07.2003, amended SG 63/2001, supplemented SG 91/2002, amended and 
supplemented SG 78/2003; 
• Regulation 45 on the Hygiene Standards and the Requirements for Food Additives, SG 10/1995, 
amended and supplemented SG 70/2002; 
• Regulation 8 on the Requirements for the Use of Food Additives, SG 44/ 2002; 
• Regulation 31 on the maximum admissible quantities of pollutants in food, SG 88/08.10.2004 
• Regulation 15 on the Requirements for the Use of Food Flavouring Additives, SG .70/ 2002; 
• Regulation 1 on the Plastic Materials and Objects Designed for Contact with Food, SG 13/ 
2002; 
• Regulation on the Permitting of Plant Protection Chemicals, CM Decree  213/16.09.2002, SG 
93/2002, amended SG 114/2003, effective 01.01.2006; 
• Prohibition of Chemical Weapons and Control of Toxic Chemical Substances and their 
Precursors, SG 8/2000, amended SG 75/02.08.2004; 
• Regulation 14 on the Norms for Admissible Limit Concentration of Hazardous Substances in 
the Atmospheric Air of the Populated Areas, SG 88/03.10.1997, amended SG  8/22.01.2002, 
effective 1.01.2002, SG 14/20.02.2004, effective 1.01.2004 
• Regulation 7 on Ambient Air Quality Assessment and Management, SG 45/14.05.1999, 
effective 01.01.2000 
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• Regulation 4 on the Ozone Limit Values and the Alarm Thresholds of the Levels of Ozone in 
the Atmospheric Air, SG 64/23.07.2004; 
• Regulation 9 on Concerning Norms (Limit Concentration) for Sulphur Dioxide, Nitrogen 
Dioxide, Fine Dust Particulates and Lead in the Atmospheric Air, SG 46/18.06.1999,  effective 
01.01.2000 
• Regulation 2 Concerning Norms for Admissible Emissions (Concentrations in Waste Gases) of 
Harmful Substances Emitted in Atmospheric Air from Static Sources,  SG 5106.05.1998, last 
amended SG 93/21.10.2003 
• Regulation 3 on Gas Supply Systems in Inhabited Localities and Gas Installations, Operating 
with Natural Gas, SG 24/14.03.1995; 
• Regulation 4 on the Control and Acceptance of Gas Supply Systems in Inhabited Localities and 
Gas Installations, Operating with Natural Gas, SG 24/14.03.1995; 
• Regulation 9 on the Quality of Water Intended for Human Consumption, SG 30/21.05.2001.; 
• Regulation 12 on the Quality Requirements for Surface Water Intended for Drinking Water and 
Household Supply, SG 63/28.06.2002; 
• Regulation 11 on the Quality of Bathing Water, SG 25/08.03.2002; 
• Regulation 2 on the Protection of Water against Pollution Caused by Nitrates from Agriculture 
Source, SG 87/24.10.2000; 
• Regulation 4 on the Quality of Waters Supporting Fish and Shellfish Organisms’ Life, SG, 
88/27.10.2000. 
• Regulation 1 on the Exploration, Use and Protection of Groundwater, SG 57/14.07.2000, 
amended SG 64/04.08.2000; 
• Regulation 7 on the Quality of Inland Running Water, SG 96/12.12.1986. 
• Regulation 6 on the Limit Values for Admissible Contents of Dangerous and Harmful 
Substances in Waste Water Discharged in Water Bodies, SG 97/28.11.2000, amended and 
supplemented SG 24/23.03.2004 
• Regulation 7 on the Terms and Procedure for Discharge of Industrial Waste Waters into 
Settlement Sewer Systems, SG 98/01.12.2000; 
• Regulation 10 on the Issuing Permits for Waste Water Discharge into Water Bodies and Setting 
Individual Emission Limits Values for Point Sources of Pollution, SG 66/27.07.2001.; 
• Regulation 3 on the Admissible Content of Harmful Substances in Soils, SG 36/08.05.1979, 
amended and supplemented SG 5/1996, last amended SG 39/16.04.2002; 
• Regulation on the Procedures and Manner of Using of Waste-Water Treatment Sludge in 
Agriculture, SG 112/23.12.2004 
• Law of Waste Management, SG 86/24.03.2003, amended SG 70/2004, effective 1.01.2005; 
• Regulation 3 on Waste Classification, SG 44/25.04.2004; 
• Regulation on the Requirements for Treatment and Transportation of Waste Lubricants and 
Waste Petrol-chemical Products, CM Decree  131/13.07.2000, SG 59/21.07.2000; 
• Regulation on the requirements for the production and placing on the market of batteries and 
accumulators and for treatment and transportation of spent batteries and accumulators, CM 
Decree 134/17.07.2000, SG 61/25.07.2000 
• Regulation on the requirements for placing on the market  of luminescent and other lamps, 
containing mercury, and on the  treatment of and transportation of out-of-use  luminescent and 
other lamps containing mercury, CM Decree  260/05.12.2000, SG 101/12.12.2000, effective 
01.01.2001.2001; 
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• Regulation on the terms and conditions for reduction of contamination caused by waste from 
end-of-life vehicles,  CM Decree  257/09.11.2001, SG 98/16.11.2001, amended  SG 
110/21.12.2001, SG 104/26.11.2004 
• Regulation on the Requirements for Labelling and Presentation of Food, SG 98/05.11.2004; 
• Regulation 9 on the Procedures and Forms for Submission of Information about Waste Related 
Activities, and the Procedures for the Public Register of Issued Permits, Registration Documents 
and Closed Facilities and Activities,  SG 95/2004. 
• Law on Control of Foreign Trade with Weapons and with Goods and Technologies with 
Possible Double Use, SG 102/95, amended and supplemented SG 75/2002, amended  SG 
93/2000; 
• Regulation on Packing and  и Packaging waste,  SG  104/26.11.2004 ; 
• Regulation 37 on the Conditions for Issuing of Permits for Use of Veterinary Medicine Products 
and Requirements for the Dossier, SG 89/12.10.2004 
• Regulation 32 on the Control of Plants and Plant Products, Fertilizers and Nutritional Media for 
Testing, Registration and Control of Plant Protection Chemicals, SG, 67/31.07.2001, amended 
and supplemented SG 34/03.04.2002, amended SG 40/19.04.2002, SG 44/29.04.2002, SG 
73/2002, amended SG 93/2002, SG 95/2002, amended and supplemented SG 19/2003, amended 
SG 28/2003, last amendment in SG 87/05.10.2004 
• Regulation 36 on the Terms and Procedures for Biological Testing, Registration, Use and 
Control of Fertilizers, Soil Improvement Preparations, Biologically Active Substances and 
Nutritional Substrata, SG  87/05.10.2004 
• Regulation on the Terms and Procedures for Confiscation, Storage, Destruction and Submission 
for Scientific Purposes of Narcotic Substances and Plants, and for Taking of Representative 
Samples from them, SG 76/31.08.2004; 
• Regulation 44 on the Terms and Procedures for Marketing of Biocide Preparations, SG 
113/28.12.2004 
• Regulation 7 за хигиенни изисквания за здравна защита на селищната среда, SG 
20/05.03.1999  
• Regulation 35 on hygienic requirements of domestic chemical preparations, SG 83/1995. 
• Regulation 31 on the Maximum Admissible Quantities of Pesticide Residue in Food, SG 
14/2004, effective 20.02.2004. 
 
The Ministry of Environment and Water is the competent authority for the management of 
hazardous chemicals in Bulgaria. It assists in the enforcement of the harmonised legislation on 
chemicals by means of interactive-training programs for state institutions (RIEW, the Customs 
Agency, the Ministry of Health, IHE, etc.), representatives of employer and trade union 
organisations, private companies or stakeholder associations. 
Much of the information is presented in electronic form, in periodical magazines, newsletters, 
meetings, training seminars, and discussions. 
The MoEW maintains a web page with up-to-date information about the structure of the Ministry, 
the environmental legislation and environment protection activities, including management of 
chemicals. The web page of the MoEW presents also useful information about international 
agreements and initiatives in the field of management of chemicals to which Bulgaria is party, such 
as the implementation of the Stockholm Convention and the Rotterdam Convention, the INFOCAP 
information system, the Inter-Government Forum on Chemical Safety (IFCS), the Strategic 
Approach for International Chemical Management (SAICM), etc. 
Also, NGOs, companies and the public have access to a registry and a database with lists of 
chemicals for use in relation to the Protection against the Harmful Impact of Chemicals Act. 
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Another means of public information is the suitable and accessible information about different 
activities for prevention of health risks for users of fuel, chemical substances, plant protection 
chemicals, disinfectants, disinfestations, and pest control preparations, cosmetics, textile, 
detergents, furniture, children’s toys, food, and beverages. 
To improve the knowledge of schoolchildren about environment and sustainable development every 
year, the MoEW and the Ministry of Education and Sciences signed a memorandum in 2004. In this 
memorandum both ministries declared their readiness for active cooperation on issues of 
environment protection. Interaction and cooperation between the two ministries is as follows: 
1. exchange of information used or to be used for: 
– drawing up of documents on the issues of environment and sustainable development; 
– training of teachers and experts to work using teaching aids and guidebooks, making use of 
the knowledge and experience of experts from both ministries; 
2. Promotion of training in environmental conservation and sustainable development aimed to 
raise the public awareness. 
3. Extending the possibilities to for an integrated approach the education in environment and 
sustainable development in the school system. 
4. Promotion and use of existing, and encouraging the development of new, environmental 
education teaching aids. 
5. Exchange of information required for prompt and efficient communication between relevant 
ministries, namely: 
– joint activities; 
– working groups; 
– participation in public information programmes. 
Several projects in this field are under way: 
• Support for Nature Conservation Education in Bulgaria, financed by the British Government. 
• Environmental Education for Primary Schools in Bulgaria – MATRA programme of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom or the Netherlands 
• Distribution and training in the interactive environmental education “Green Package”. 
The completed work, and the activities planned in the National Environmental Strategy and Action 
Plan (NESAP) for the period 2005-2014 will allow achieving the following specific objective:  
“Objective annual rising of the level of education and awareness of school children on issues of 
environment and sustainable development measured using a system of tests”. 
The planned activities will include: 
• Preparation of a stand-alone study subject, “Environment Protection”, for the primary and 
secondary levels of education. 
• Introduction of this study subject into the primary and secondary level curriculum. 
• Systematic organising of competitions, outings and other similar events aimed to provide 
practical environment-protection knowledge to school children. 
Following the adoption of the NESAP for 2000-2006, the MOEW started a number of important 
steps for further provision of environmental information to the public. The MoEW, in cooperation 
with the NIS, has developed progress monitoring indicators, which can be traced from NIS studies. 
The results will guide the national policy for provision of information to the public for 
environmental decision making. 
The collection, processing and distribution of environmental information from the National 
Environmental Monitoring System (NEMS) are extremely important for the scope, the form and the 
understanding of the information for the public. A range of problems and weaknesses were analysed 
in the period 2000-2003 and measures for development of the system were envisioned.  
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In addition, the annual public reports have been prepared in a way that helps better understanding of 
environment-related events in Bulgaria. 
The “minimum 5% annual increase in registered knowledge on issues of the environment and 
sustainable development” will be achieved by means of the following planned activities: 
• Drawing up of a programme for rising of the public awareness on issues of environment and 
sustainable development. 
• Implementation of the programme. 
• Carrying out of sociological studies for progress monitoring. 
Public involvement 
• Non-governmental organizations (NGOs) participate in the provision to the public and to 
workers of information about chemical substances and their impact on the environment and on 
human-health, through projects financed by state institutions, or by international organizations. 
The following projects have been developed for working with the public through education 
brochures, seminars, multimedia events, questionnaires, telephone “hotlines”, press 
conferences: 
⇒ A campaign for introduction of unleaded petrol and publishing of brochures; 
⇒ The “Enlarged Europe” project involving seminars in areas at risk of environmental and 
human health impacts: Atmospheric pollution in the town of Svishtov; 
⇒ A project to assess the health effects from the Chernobyl accident, distributing a book with 
scientific information from various studies. 
⇒ A Project on Pollution-Risk Assessment for Iskar River Basin. 
⇒ A public training project to introduce a National Environmental and Health Action Plan 
jointly with the Ministry of Healthcare. 
⇒ Project to ratify and implement the Aarhus Convention in the Eastern European Countries, 
with a seminar for the municipal administrations. 
⇒ A project for assessment of environment and health risks in tributaries along the lower 
Danube. 
⇒ Project on training of teachers, children and adolescents and elaboration of a “Green 
Package” multimedia set. 
⇒ A project for training the public at the “hot spots” along the Danube River basin, under a 
pollution reduction programme for the Danube river basin. 
⇒  “Initiative Committee for Health Protection for the Population of Kuklen Village” 
concerning problems caused by pollution of the domestic environment with heavy metals 
near KCM JSC, Plovdiv. 
The Regional municipal level action plans for environment and health have involved local NGOs, 
groups of citizens and persons interested in particular issues of pollution in air (Russe, Nikopol, 
Silistra, Vratsa, village of Kovachevo), water (Montana, Pleven), soil (the municipalities Rhodopes, 
Kuklen, Kardzhali, Kremikovtsi, Sofia, the villages of Yana and Bregovo), and pollution of the 
domestic environment caused by industrial activities or by transboundary transferring of hazardous 
pollutants. 
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CHAPTER 12 – AVAILABLE AND REQUIRED RESOURCES FOR 
MANAGEMETN OF CHEMICALS 
12.1. Available resources at ministries and governmental agencies 
Although significant resources have been allocated in the recent years for provision of materials and 
equipment to the structures responsible for the management of chemicals, discrepancies of the level 
of equipment at different management levels continue to exist. The best equipment is provided at 
the central level, and that of the municipal management level is unsatisfactory. It is important that 
experts involved in work on chemicals should have access to various international and European 
databases, specialised literature, guidebooks, periodical publications and professional magazines. 
Professional staff 
The experts and specialists involved in management and control of chemicals in relevant agencies 
are highly qualified and experienced, with specific knowledge in their field (chemistry, medicine, 
pharmaceuticals, economy, mathematics, physics, biology, machine engineering, metallurgy, agro-
chemistry, agronomy); they are aware of the national and international legislation, and of the global 
practices in their field, are computer literate and know one or more language (English, German, 
French, Russian). 
Table 12A presents data about the administrative capacity available in ministries and government 
agencies whose activities involve management of chemicals: MOEW; MH; MAF; MLSP; МЕ; 
MTC; NIS; Civil Defence State Agency. 
Table 12A – Available resources at ministries and governmental agencies 
Ministry/agency Available experts 
number 
Available experts 
type 
MOEW; 
Headquarters 
 
 
 
 
 
RIEW – 15 
 
2 
1 
3 
4 
5 
 
30 
 
Managers 
State experts 
Chief experts 
Senior experts 
Junior experts 
 
Experts 
MAF and NPPS – headquarters 7 
 
Experts 
 
Central control laboratory for 
analysis of pesticides, heavy 
metals and nitrates 
23, of which 
11 
12 
 
specialists 
chemists 
MH 
Headquarters 
 
IHE – 28 
 
NCHMEN 
 
8 
 
57 
 
15 
36 
12 
 
Experts 
 
Experts 
 
Toxicologists 
chemists 
specialists 
 
Clinics and clinical toxicology 
departments in Sofia and in larger 
towns 
 
42 
20 
 
Experts 
specialists 
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Ministry/agency Available experts 
number 
Available experts 
type 
Occupational disease clinic 3 
1 
Experts 
specialists 
MLSP 
Chief labour inspectorate 
 
Regional labour inspectorates 
 
5 
 
32 
 
Inspectors 
 
Inspectors 
МЕ 2 Experts 
Civil Defence State Agency 
 
Regional Civil Protection 
Directorates 
2 
5 
 
30 
Managers 
Experts 
 
Experts 
NIS 12 Experts 
Chief experts 
Note: The number of experts in management of chemicals is for December 2004, with some experts being entrusted 
with other responsible, as specified in their job descriptions. 
At the MoEW, the development and implementation of the policy on management of chemicals, 
including the elaboration and implementation of the legislation, strategies, programmes, and 
international projects, are carried out by the “RIEW Coordination” Directorate. A new department 
on Operational Control and Management of Hazardous Chemical Substances has been established 
under this Directorate, and nine new experts have been appointed. 
Each Regional Inspectorate of Environment and Water has two experts responsible for the 
implementation of the policy on management of chemicals, and for prevention of large industrial 
accidents. It is envisioned that additional experts should be appointed in 2005-2006 in the 15 
RIEWs. 
An administrative structure has been set up in the MoH and in the 28 IHEs in Bulgaria, which is 
responsible for the control of chemicals, evaluation and management of the risks from the impacts 
of chemicals. Consistent with the PHICSPPA, the regional structures of the MoH control the 
categorisation, packaging, and labelling of chemicals; notified chemical substances; hazardous 
chemical substances, and the preparations that are subject to limitations or prohibitions for trading 
and use, and for the manufacturing of goods possibly containing hazardous chemicals, and which 
are subject to restrictions or prohibitions for use. 
Financial resources. The existing financial resources have been based on annual salaries at each 
agency and on the available computer equipment (1000 USD per computer, on average), used in the 
management of chemicals. 
12.2. Required resources at ministries and governmental agencies 
The data about administrative structures responsible for the management of chemicals show that 
most agencies have appointed the necessary number of experts. The number of toxicologists within 
the system of the MoH, and of the specialists in the Civil Protection State Agency should be 
increased. 
To fulfil the newly adopted environmental legislation, Bulgaria’s municipalities need additional 
staff, computer equipment and software. 
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Table 12B – Requirements for training of governmental employees in management of chemicals 
Ministry Training requirements 
MoEW Environmental risk assessment for notified chemical substances 
Processing and evaluation of the information on chemicals 
Coordination of activities and exchange of information on the implementation of the 
Stockholm, Rotterdam and Basel conventions 
MoAF Post-graduate qualification on biological testing of pesticides; plant protection; agro-chemistry 
MoLSP Current legislation and harmonisation with the European standards 
Reduction of environmental and human-health risks 
Civil Defence State 
Agency 
Specialised training in working with chemicals 
Literacy in using computer databases 
NIS Identifying the parameters for provision of information about the National Profile for 
Management of Chemicals 
Definition of similarities and differences between the Bulgarian and international practice in 
statistical studies  
MoH Control of marketed chemicals (classification, packaging, labelling; prohibitions of restrictions 
for trading and use) 
Evaluation of human-health risks from notified chemical substances 
12.3. Analysis 
The data about administrative capacity and financial resources submitted by these represented state 
institutions lead to the conclusion that most ministries have the necessary capacity to implement the 
new legislation on chemicals. An additional number of experts should be envisioned for the MoH 
and for the Civil Protection State Agency and their branches throughout Bulgaria. 
Various non-governmental organizations may aid in the efforts of governmental institutions to 
manage chemicals, such as: collection and processing of data about chemicals; risk assessment; 
provision of programmes for training in management of chemicals; research for ecological 
substitutes. 
Provision of additional financing is required for: 
• creation of software for maintenance of a database of production, import and export of 
chemicals; connection to the Economy database at the NIS and creation of a section on 
“Management of chemicals in Bulgaria”; 
• evaluation of human-health and environmental risks; 
• creation of a common system for communication between interested agencies, allowing 
exchange of information on chemicals, and on the fulfilment of Bulgaria’s commitments under 
the Stockholm Convention; 
• access to international databases on chemicals; 
• training of experts at national and regional levels. 
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ANNEX 2 
 
National Reports and Documents, and Articles Related to  
the Management of Chemicals 
1. MoEW, National Profile for the Management of Chemical Substances, 1997. 
2. National Environmental Strategy and Action Plan, 2000-2006, Republic of Bulgaria, Council of 
Ministers, MOEW, Sofia 2001. 
3. National Statistics Reference, NIS, 2001. 
4. Reviews of the Results in Environmental Protection, Bulgaria, CC. European Commission, UN, 
New York, Geneva, 2000. 
5. Chemical Substance Management Regulations in Bulgaria 
6. Waste Management Regulations in Bulgaria. 
7. MoEW, State of the Obsolete and Banned Pesticides in Bulgaria, Sofia, 1997 
8. MoEW, Information about the Database of Obsolete and Banned Plant Chemicals, Sofia, 1999 
9. MoEW, Inventory of PCB Emissions, Sofia, 1990 
10. MoEW, National Waste-Related Activities Management Programme, Sofia, 2003 
11. MoEW-Bulgaria and the Ministry of Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety, 
Germany, Twinning Project BG99IBEN01a “Management of PCB containing waste” - Part 1, 
Sofia, 1999-2002 
12. MoEW-Bulgaria and the Ministry of Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety, 
Germany, Twinning Project BG99IBEN01a “Management of PCB containing waste” - Part 2, 
Sofia, 1999-2002 
13.  “BalBok Engineering” JSC, A study of the condition of obsolete luminescent lamps and 
elaboration of a system for their collection and disposal, Sofia, 1999 
14. MoEW, Inventory of PCB Emissions, MoEW, 1990 
15. Council of Ministers, Environmental Report, 1999 – The Green Book, Bulgaria, 1999 
16. Council of Ministers, Environmental Report, 1996 – The Green Book, Bulgaria, 1998 
17. Council of Ministers, Environmental Report, 1998 – The Green Book, Bulgaria, 2000 
18. Council of Ministers, Annual Book on the State of the Environment, 2001, Bulgaria,2003 
19. National Centre for Environmental and Sustainable Development, State of the Environment in 
the Republic of Bulgaria – Annual Bulletin , 1997, MoEW, 1999 
20. National Statistics Reference, 1998, NIS, Sofia, 1999. 
21. Environment 2002, NIS, Sofia, 2003 
22. BalBok Engineering- JSC, A Guide on Inventorying, Collection, Transportation, and Disposal 
of Waste Containing Polychlorinated Biphenyls/Triphenyls (PCB/PCT), Sofia, 2000 
23. BalBok Engineering- JSC, Method for Detoxication and Disintegration of Unusable or Obsolete 
Pesticides, Sofia, 2000 
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24. BalBok Engineering- JSC, Management of Hazardous Waste Containing Polychlorinated 
Biphenyls and Polychlorinated Triphenyls – Pilot Implementation of an Action Plan, Sofia, 
2002 
25. BalBok Engineering- JSC, Technology for Isolation of Unusable Pesticides in Bulgaria 
(Quantity, Collection and Storage Assessment), Sofia, 1999 
26. BalBok Engineering- JSC, Environmentally Sound Management as Hazardous Waste of 
Unusable Pesticides in Bulgaria, Ecology and Business, Sofia, 2000 
27. BAS and NIMH, Inventory of Heavy Metal Emissions (Mercury, Cadmium and Lead) for 
1980,1985, 1986, 1987, 1988, 1989, 1990 and 1995 from Anthropogenic Activities in the 
Republic of Bulgaria, Sofia, 1997 
28. BSECEE, Plants for Thermal Treatment of Waste and Hazardous Substances in RIEWs, Areas, 
Municipalities, Settlements and Sites, Sofia, 2003 
29. BSECEE, Sources of POP Emissions in the Republic of Bulgaria, Sofia, 2004 
30. BSECEE, Dibenzodioxin and Dibenzofuran (PCDD/PCDF) Quantities Generated by Area, 
Municipality, Settlement and Industry in 2002, Sofia, 2004 
31. BSECEE, Polychlorinated Biphenyl (PCB) Quantities Generated by Area, Municipality, 
Settlement and Industry in 2002, Sofia, 2004 
32. BSECEE, Polyaromatic Hydrocarbon (PAH) Quantities Generated by Area, Municipality, 
Settlement and Industry in 2002, Sofia, 2004 
33. BSECEE, Mercury (Hg) Quantities Generated by Area, Municipality, Settlement and Industry 
in 2002, Sofia, 2004 
34. Ecological Consortium of the PHARE, Final EIA statement by the National Centre for 
Management of Hazardous Waste, Bulgaria, 2001 
35. Ivekol-JSC, Project for Incineration of Risk Pesticides from Bulgaria in the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands, Sofia, 2001 
36. Krasimira Vuchkova, Hristomir Zafirov, Transfer of Environmental Education - Hazardous 
Substances, Preparations and Products (Part ІІІ), Leonardo da Vinci Programme, 2003 
37. Maria Broshtilova, Pollution of Soil and Impact on Ecosystems, “Prof. Dr. Assen Zlatarov” 
University – Burgas, 1999 
38. MoH, National Health Strategy, 2001 
39. MoH, Action Plan for the National Health Strategy 2001-2006, Sofia, 2001 
40. MoAF, List of Plant Protection Chemicals Allowed for Sale and Use, of Registered Fertilizers 
and of Soil Improvement Chemicals, Sofia, 2004 
41. MoEW, A Balance Method for Calculation of the Emissions of Harmful Substances (Pollutants) 
Released into the Atmospheric Air, Sofia, 2000 
42. Polyconsult ECO-JSC, Development of a National Strategy to Mitigate Air Pollutant Emissions 
until 2020. Stages І and ІІ, EEPA, Sofia, 2003 
43. Ecotech Consult – JSC, Report on the Elaboration of a National Chemical Substance 
Management Profile, Sofia, 1997 
44. Ecotech Consult – JSC, Report on the Nomenclature of Chemical Products Manufactured by 
Chemical and Petrochemical Industries in the Republic of Bulgaria, Sofia, 1997 
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45. Ecotech Consult – JSC, Inventorying the Chemicals and Preparations in Bulgaria and Creation 
of a Registry, Sofia, 2000 
46. Stavri Stoyanov, Pesticides in the Environment and in Food, Toxic Damage to Man, Clinical 
Picture, Treatment and Prevention, Pensoft, Sofia, 1999 
47. Stavri Stoyanov, Dimitar Todorov, Dioxins and Dibenzofurans, psse@abv.bg, Sofia, 2001 
48. POVVIK-OOS-JSC, ICF Kaiser International, Summary of the Project “Study of the 
Management of Hazardous Waste in Bulgaria”, Sofia, 1996 
49. Ralitsa Angelova, Information about Quantities of Obsolete Luminescent and Other Mercury 
Containing Lamps Collected for Recycling, BalBok Engineering JSC, Sofia, 2003 
50. MOEW, Technical Guidebook on the Implementation of the Legislation on Hazardous 
Chemicals, Sofia, 2003 
51. CORINAIR-94 Inventory Manual 
52. List of Substances Prohibited for Use in Plant Protection Chemicals, RD-12-28/2004; RD09-
457/2004 of the MAF; RD-590 of the MOEW/2004 and Article 15 of the Plant Protection Act 
(SG, issue 96/2001) 
